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Eighteen Scouts Earn Radio Merit Badge at Camporee

CCARC members were on hand on Saturday September 30th [ T
to help out at the Boy Scouts Camporee. The Camporee was held at
the Clearfield Airport with several Boy Scout Merit Badges being
offered, including the Radio Merit Badge.

Participating scouts worked through the required merit
badge classroom discussion curriculum and were given the
opportunity to conduct a real QSO on the 2 meter and 20 meter
amateur radio bands. Steve K3SKS also had his laptop and
demonstrated digital modes in operation on the HF bands, While the
scouts were only required to hold a 10 minute QSO, many of the
scouts took advantage of the opportunity and held much longer

conversations on the air. During the course of the day one scout

mentioned that he had passed his Technician Class license exam in Steve K3SKS leads a discussion at the Boy Scout Camporee.

2021 and possessed a dual band HT, but has never programmed it for
on air use. Shane KC3TAL had his first opportunity to get on the air
S during the Camporee with his first on air QSO being with Steve
e K3SKS. Following that brief conversation Shane worked Carmine
K3CWP on the State College 146.760 repeater for nearly 30 minutes.
CCARC wishes to thank Rich KB3QKR, Harvey N3RTK, John
N3SPW and Steve K3SKS for their assistance at the Camporee. On the
air helping the scouts fulfill their 10 minute QSO requirement were
several stations, but most notably was Judy KC3JAS who stayed on the
air and and was in regular contact with the air throughout the day.
A total of eighteen scouts earned their Radio Merit Badge at

the Radio Merit Badge course. Several scouts appeared genuinely
The Radio Merit Badge course was conducted under tents beside a interested in perusing amateur radio as a hobby_ It was a good day

taxiway . Shown is Rich KB3QKR conducting the classroom for the scouts as well as amateur radio in general.
discussion portion of the course.
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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

*CCARC Monthly Meeting. 4th
Thursday of Month, 7 PM at
Clearfield County EMA Building, 911
Leonard St., Clearfield.

eClearfield County EmComm
Gathering. Saturday January 27,
2024. Noon - 3PM. Hosted by the
Philipsburg Amateur Radio
Association at the club's EmComm
Center, American Legion Post #437,
315 E. Presqueisle St., Philipsburg

-WXL52 Clearfield

162.550 MHz

-WXM59 State College
162.475 MHz

-KZZ42 Reyondlsville
162.500 MHz All Hazard.

Weather Radio

NOAA's National Weather Service

Clearfield County SAME Code—
042033

Hamfests

10/22/2023 - Carroll County, MD Hamfest
Location: Westminster, MD

10/28/2023 - Oktoberfest

Location: Harrisburg, PA

WPA Repeater Councel to Meet

The Western Pennsylvania Repeater Council has announced that they
will meet for the first time since April of 2020. While The group's web site
does list additional meeting dates more recently that April of 2020, no
meeting minutes have been published and some dates include a note stating
"Lack of Quorum; Rescheduled". Additionally the organization's directory of
coordinated repeaters, which is also published on the web site, was last
updated on March 17, 2020. So from all outward appearances we are left to
believe that the group has conducted no business or coordinated any
repeaters in over three years.

The Western Pennsylvania Repeater
Council is one of several organizations across the
country that coordinates amateur radio repeaters,
taking into account the repeater's power output,
elevation and coverage area. The idea is to
prevent interference between repeaters and

establish a body which resolves issues without
making it necessary to involve the FCC. While the FCC does not sanction
repeater councils, they do recognize their efforts and almost always defer to
their decisions as proper when dealing with interference issues. A repeater
owner can establish an amateur radio repeater without being coordinated by
a local repeater council, but they do so without any protections from future
interference.

Here ar CCARC our 147.255 repeater long ago received coordination
through the Western Pennsylvania Repeater Council with Mike WB3EQW
being listed as the Trustee.

The planned meeting is scheduled for Sunday October 22, 2023 at
1300 hours. The location will be Hoss's Steak House, 1948 Leesburg-Grove
City Road, Grove City Pennsylvania. The meeting will be conducted following
a lunch. The group's Facebook page asks anyone interested in attending to
let the last elected Treasurer Paul Bidzilya AB3PJ know. He can be reached at
412-480-4216 or by email at wm3ff63@gmail.com.
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EmComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Below is a listing of operating EmComm groups within Clearfied County as well as neighboring areas.

Clearfield County ACS/RACES
W3CPA - Clearfield
147.255+, PL173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

Treasure Lake EmComm Team
K3JRW - Treasure Lake
442.525+, PL173.8 Hz
Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3PHB - Philipsburg KB3FPN - Reynoldsville W3QW - Altoona
146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz 146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz 146.820-, PL 123.0 Hz

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn
146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES



Clearfield EMA Station Activated for SET

Members of the Clearfield County Amateur Radio Club participated in a Simulated Emergency Test, or SET, on
Saturday October 7th 2023. The SET was was an extension of the larger Western Pennsylvania SET. Centre County
ARES was active as well as the Philipsburg EmComm team with separate scenarios. CCARC, as well as the Treasure
Lake EmComm Team, played a supporting role PARA SET, relaying traffic and providing situational awareness.

At the Clearfield County EMA CCRAC radio operators
activated the EMA’s amateur radio facility. In addition the
Clearfield County Director of the county’s Emergency
Management Agency, Scott Mignot, participated providing traffic
and requests which were injected into the exercise. The radio
operators at the Clearfield County EMA were Mike WB3EQW and
John N3SPW. The EMA operated under the call sign W3CPA and
used the tactical call “Clearfield EOC".

At the beginning of the SET Mike WB3EQW checked into
the Western PA ARES SET Net on 3.803 KHz SSB voice. After all
Western PA counties were called for check in, the net announced

-

specifics for the drill and included a message for the ARRL’s &
Pictured is Mike WB3EQW checking into the Western PA ARES HF

Western PA Section Manager, Mr. Joe Shupienis W3BC. Following

the HF net the individual exercises started. Locally CCARC used
the Clearfield County 147.255 MHz 2 meter band amateur radio repeater as well as the Clearfield County Amateur

Radio Club’s new GMRS band 462.675 MHz repeater.
The exercise concluded at noon with all participants agreeing that there were lessons learned. Exercises like

Net during the October 7th SET from the Clearfield County EMA.

this help the amateur radio community prepare for actual events where communications assistance may be requested
from local emergency management agencies as well as other organizations like the Red Cross. CCARC is thankful for
having the opportunity to participate and become better prepared.

MEETING KEYSTONE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION

<
El EM‘ C H A L L E N G E Blair County Convention Center

October 15-17, 2023

PA QSO Party

If you looking for a bit of on-air fun, have no fear! The PA QSO

Party is the solution! This year the PA QSO Party contest is scheudled
for Saturday October 14th through Sunday October 15th. Hours of
operation are restricted to:
Saturday 1600-0400UTC
Sunday 1300-2200UTC
Watch for special event stations and bonus points stations,
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The Friendly
QSO Party

o(g State College. The complete rules are availabe online at the PA QSO
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including the nearby W3YA from the Nittany Amateur Radio Club in

Party web page. www.pagso.org.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net



