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How many of us are there in Clearfield County?

Have you ever pondered just how many amateur total of 229 amateur radio licenses issued within Clearfield
radio operators there really are within Clearfield County? County. Fifteen of them were discovered to be erroneously
What class of licenses do they hold? Or even where they attributed to Clearfield County with mailing addresses outside
live within the county? If so, the following article is going of the county. Another five of those are club licenses which
to be of particular interest to you. We will examine the brings the total down to 209. Another seven are, according to

who, what and where of amateur radio operators within the the QRZ database, known to be silent keys and 53 have
county as well as attempt to draw some conclusions about  allowed their licenses to expire. That leaves us with the

the current status of amateur radio and look toward to the remaining total of 149 licensed individuals within the county.

future. Considering the reported age of many of
The QRZ.com amateur radio s S the remaining licensed individuals, |

database was used as a basis for this ST suspect a few more of the remaining 149

= Expired are also silent keys, but have not been

Silent Key
i reported to the FCC as such. But for the

study. In addition to QRZ.com, every

club known to have members residing

within Clearfield County was asked to purposes of this article, let's assume all

remaining unexpired 149 licensed

provide input as well. The Treasure

Lake Sportsman's Association individuals are still with us.

Amateur Radio Group, the Philipsburg License Class The vast majority of us hold either

Amateur Radio Association and the a Technician or General Class licenses.

Clearfield County Amateur Radio Club

B Novice
W Technician

Technicians account for 38% and Generals

all participated. The Quad County _i;;‘:r’]i'ed account for 33%, Another 16% are Extra
Amateur Radio Club, based in DuBois, B Extra Class ticket holders and the remaining 13%

did not respond to multiple inquiries. are either Advanced or Novice class.

As a result the data is likely a bit less
conclusive than hoped, but should still provide enough of a of these amateur radio operators live? We basically have
snapshot of the amateur radio community within the three population regions within Clearfield County. In the West
we have the DuBois region, the central part of the county is

So where in Clearfield County do all

county to be useful.
According to the QRZ.com database, there are a the Clearfield region, and to the east we have the Philipsburg

Continued on Page 2--
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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

*CCARC November Meeting.
Thursday November 30th, 7 PM at
Clearfield County EMA Building, 911
Leonard St., Clearfield. (This is
delayed by 1 week to avoid
Thanksgiving Day)

*VE Testing Session.

Friday December 15th, 7 PM at
Clearfield County EMA Building, 911
Leonard St., Clearfield.
Reservations required - contact John
N3SPW 814-553-5649 or
johnszwarc@gmail.com.
eClearfield County EmComm
Gathering. Saturday January 27,
2024. Noon - 3PM. Hosted by the
Philipsburg Amateur Radio
Association at the club's EmComm
Center, American Legion Post #437,
315 E. Presqueisle St., Philipsburg

-WXL52 Clearfield

162.550 MHz

-WXM59 State College
162.475 MHz

-KZZ42 Reyondlsville
162.500 MHz All Hazard.

Weather Radio

NOAA's National Weather Service

Clearfield County SAME Code—
042033

or Moshannon Valley region. While it might seem like an easy task to divide
the county into geographic regions, the reality is that we cannot simply draw
a definitive line to separate thew regions. A municipality that the DuBois
region might have a prominent influence over might just as easily be
influenced by a central Clearfield region. And likewise for the Moshannon
Valley region. So for the purposes of this article I've divided the county into
the three regions mentioned with many bordering municipalities being
included in more than one region. In addition, the DuBois region is on the
Western edge of the
county. A significant
number of amateur radio
operators reside just over
the line in Jefferson
county. Many of them
support clubs in the
DuBois region but reside
outside of Clearfield

County. The same can be
said for Rush Township and Philipsburg Boro which are in Centre County and

border the Eastern edge of Clearfield County. While its beyond the scope of
this article, a more through examination of where the hams that support the

Location by Region

m DuBois Region
m Clearfield Region
Moshannon Valley

clubs in the county come from should be expanded to include these
neighboring regions.

With 54% of all Clearfield County hams, the largest population of
amateur radio operators in Clearfield County reside in the DuBois region. The
remainder of the amateur radio population is divided between the Clearfield
region, with 29%, and the Moshannon Valley is the trailing region with just
9%. Interestingly the most active club with membership in Clearfield County
is the Philipsburg Amateur Radio Association (PARA). The percentage of ham’s
in the Eastern portion of Clearfield County is deceptively small. A large
number of PARA’'s members reside in Centre County and are not included in
these numbers.

Without the participation of all the amateur radio groups in the county
it's difficult to draw conclusions. But what's clearly evident is that, from
CCARC'’s perspective, to grow as an organization we will need to train some
new amateur radio operators in our region.

Local EmComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Below is a listing of operating EmComm groups within Clearfied County as well as neighboring areas.

Clearfield County ACS/RACES
W3CPA - Clearfield
147.255+, PL173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

W3PHB - Philipsburg
146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team
K3JRW - Treasure Lake
442.525+, PL173.8 Hz
Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES
KB3FPN - Reynoldsville
146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn
146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3QW - Altoona

146.820-, PL 123.0 Hz

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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Santa is Back on the Air

The Santa Net is back on 3.916 MHz for the
18th year! Starting Friday, November 24th, good
girls and boys can talk to Santa Claus, via amateur
radio, nightly starting at 7:05 PM (Central). The Santa
Net will run every night through Christmas Eve,
December 24, 2023.

Pete Thomson (KE5GGY), of The 3916 Nets,
commented on The Santa Net. He said, "What started
18 years ago as a small gathering on Christmas eve
has really grown over the years. This year we expect
to connect around 1,000 kids with Santa.”

Youngsters can talk to "Santa at The North
Pole" via strategically placed operators (Santa Net
Relay Stations) who relay the voice of Santa.
Thomson said the dedication of 3916 net members is
the reason for the net’s longevity. He said, "Santa
Net is only possible because of the net members who
volunteer their time and talents as relay stations and
in other support roles. Each year our volunteers tell
us that Santa Net was a highlight of their Holiday
Season."

In addition to connecting kids with Santa,
Thomson said that Santa Net also brings young
people into amateur radio. He added, “Santa Net is
often the first time many of these kids experience the

magic of amateur radio. Every year we hear from parents
and sometimes even the kids who go onto get their amateur
license after taking part in Santa Net.”

Prior to each night's Santa Net, pre-net check-ins can
be made at
www.cgsanta.com & = @
Third party rules e
and regulations
apply.

The Santa
Net is presented
by The 3916 Nets.
The Rag Chew
Crew, The
Tailgaters, 3916
Trivia and The
Freewheelers are
all amateur radio
nets that meet on
3.916 MHz nightly.

For more B 5
information on The 3916 Nets, go to http://

www.3916nets.com For more information on The Santa Net

go to www.cqsanta.com or email KE5GGY@gmail.com.

WinLink Station for

Members of the Clearfield County Amateur
Radio Club have started a project which will add
WinLink capabilities to the Clearfield County

Emergency Management Agency's Communications
Center.

According to the WinLink.org
web site, “WinLink is a network of
amateur radio and authorized
government stations that provide
worldwide radio email using radio pathways where
the internet is not present. The system is built,
operated and administered entirely by licensed
"Ham" volunteers. It supports email with
attachments, position reporting, weather and
information bulletins, and is well-known for its role in
interoperable emergency and disaster relief

Clearfield EMA Center

communications. It is capable of operating completely
without the internet--automatically--using smart-network
radio relays. Licensed Winlink operators/stations use both

amateur radio and government radio frequencies
worldwide.”

The system is especially well

suited for Emergency Communications

21l [5z1elle) [Eprzil] @ activities as was demonstrated during the

October Simulated Emergency Test (SET).
The addition of WinLink to the Clearfield EMA Center will

allow communications traffic and messages to be handled
far more quickly and accurately than was previously being
done with voice communications. CCARC members are
looking forward to testing the new WinLink station in the
coming months adding this much needed capability to the
EMA Center.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net



