VE Testing Update
Dave KC3KHV Upgrades to General

The first VE Test session in more than a decade was The Laurel VEC program is unique in that, as a matter
held in Clearfield at the Clearfield County Emergency of policy, they do not charge any administrative fees for a
Management Agency building. The testing session was candidate to sit for the licensing examination. Other VEC
conducted by a VE team from the Laurel ARC VEC at the organizations typically charge a fee in addition to the FCC
invitation of the Clearfield County Amateur Radio Club. As a processing fee. With Laurel VEC the only cost is the FCC
result of this testing session one CCARC member, Dave processing fee.
KC3KHV upgraded from Technician class to General class. With our own VE test team CCARC will be in a better
Dave joined CCARC in November of 2023. CCARC position to help others become involved in the
wishes to extend our congratulations to Dave and \ h B 0 amateur radio hobby and grow as a club.
we look forward to seeing him more frequently at CCARC is in the process of expanding capabilities
future club events. at the Clearfield County EMA amateur radio

As a follow up to the December test session station. Our most recent project is the
CCARC is planning to host another VE testing installation of a WinLink station. But to
session on Friday February 23rd. Testing will begin ] F ¢ accomplish these goals we need additional
promptly at 7 PM at Clearfield County EMA Building, helping hands.

911 Leonard St., Clearfield. Anyone wishing to sit for an exam

is asked to give advance notice to John N3SPW at CALE N DAR OF EVE NTS

johnszwarc@gmail.com. The test will be conducted by the ¢CCARC Monthly Meeting. Thursday January 25 (4th

same Laurel VE team that conducted the first session. Thursday of Month), 7 PM at Clearfield County EMA Building,
CCARC's plan is to ultimately reestablish our own VE 911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

testing team here in Clearfield. The Laurel VE team is in the eClearfield County EmComm Gathering. Saturday January

process of mentoring our members to become credentialed 27, 2024. 10AM - Noon. Hosted by the Philipsburg Amateur
Laurel VE test team members. We currently have four CCARC Radio Association

members who have expressed interest in becoming VE VE Testing Session. Friday February 23rd 7 PM at Clearfield
examiners. County EMA Building, 911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

CLEARFILED COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
CCARC Officers CCARC Board of Directors

President: Charles Sheaffer KM4NSC Director: Lars Kvant KB3WBT (Exp. 12/31/2024)
Vice President: Rich Brnik KB3QKR Director: Scott Rummings W3EOD (Exp. 12/31/2025)
Secretary: John Szwarc N3SPW Director: Harvey Haag N3RTK (Exp. 12/31/2026)
Treasurer: Mike Errigo WB3EQW
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Election of Officers

At the November 2023 Clearfield County
Amateur Radio Club meeting, as required by the
organization’s bylaws, CCARC members held
elections for the 2024 calendar year. One Director
position and all club officer terms were expiring.

The following persons were nominated
without opposition to lead CCARC through 2024:
eDirector - Harvey N3RTK with a term expiring
12/31/2026
ePresident - Chuck KM4NSC with a term expiring
12/31/2024
eVice-President - Rich KB3QKR with a term
expiring 12/31/2024
eSecretary - John N3SPW with a term expiring
12/31/2024
eTreasurer - Mike WB3EQW with a term expiring
12/31/2024

With no opposing candidates all individuals
were unanimously approved by the voting
members. The new terms take effect on January 1st
2024.

FCC Revises Amateur Radio Rule

In November 2023 the FCC adopted new
rules which they hope will “incentivize innovation
and experimentation in the amateur radio bands”.

The revised rule eliminates the baud rate
limitation—the rate at which the carrier waveform
amplitude, frequency, and/or phase is varied to
transmit information—in certain amateur radio
bands. As an alternative the FCC has established a
2.8 kHz bandwidth limitation in the applicable
amateur radio bands. The changes, it is hoped, will
enable the amateur radio community to operate
more efficiently.

In addition the FCC is now formally
considering rule changes which would remove the
baud rate - sometimes called the symbol rate—
limitation in the VHF and UHF bands and in the 2200
meter and 630 meter bands.

CQ Magazine to Publish Digital
Only February Issue

The staff of CQ Magazine, more properly
known as CQ Amateur Radio, recently published on
their web site an explanation and apology for the
recent delays in the magazine bi-monthly
publication. As a result the February issue of CQ
Magazine will be in digital PDF format only - there
will not be any copies printed. CQ Magazine has
anticipated that subscribers will not be satisfied
with this arrangement so they are not counting the
February issue as part of the subscription. Mail
delivery will resume with the March/April issue
which is scheduled to be in mailboxes mid April.

The publisher is expecting this action to put
the monthly print edition back on track and future
issues will be published on a more timely basis.
They stated “We would like to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank our loyal subscribers for hanging
in there with us through these challenging
times. We will continue to produce high- quality
content magazines in both print and digital
editions for your viewing pleasure for years to
come!”

CQ Magazine has been continuously
published since 1945 and sponsors several amateur
radio contests and awards which are open to
subscribers and non-subscribers alike.

Public Service
Volunteers Needed

July 15 and 16, MS Glimcher Keystone County Ride -
Contact Carmine kc3wp@arrl.net

July 22, Wilderness 101 - Contact Woody k3yv@arrl.net
August 17-20 Gravel Bike stage race - Contact Woody @
k3yv@arrl.net

September 30, Pennsylvania Environmental Council Public
Lands Ride - Jason jterosky@hotmail.com

Late September Early October TBD, PSU 4-H Competitive
Trail Ride - Contact Eric prescott@imbulc.net

October 8, Unpaved of the Susquehanna Valley - Details
TBA.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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WASHIest 2024

The South Hills Hamfest — Now in our TWENTY EIGTH big year!
Sponsored by the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HiLLS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

Sunday, February 25", 2024
8:00 AM until 3:00 PM Rain or Shine (or Snow!)

Home Economics Building, South Park
3735 Buffalo Drive, South Park Township, PA 15129
Behind the Allegheny County Police Station on Brownsville Road

Talk-In on 146.955(-) and 443.650(+) 131.8 PL
Donation $5

<

P

To Be Determined

(800) 545-8881

FREE Coffee for the entire Hamfest
courtesy of HAM RADIO INSURANCE ASSOCIATES
of Canonsburg, PA

Breakfast & Lunch will be
available!

First Prize:

Second Prize: To Be Determined

Third Prize: To Be Determined

Please Note: Early
Table Reservations must

Additional Hourly Door Prizes! 2 Special Black Box Prizes (Separate Drawing)!
Main Prize tickets are $2.00 each, 3 for $5.00, 7 for $10, 15 for $20, 40 for $50, 90 for $100
All Prizes Subject to last-minute changes

For Table Reservations, or More Information, Please Contact:

Ron Telek W3LE at (412) 831-4886 w3le@comcast.net
E-mail us directly at washarc@yahoo.com Check out our website too! www.n3sh.org

be paid in fuII on or before
January 31%, 2024.

Reservations received
after February 1%, 2024
must include payment in
full.

Reserve now... we have
sold out in advance
thirteen years running!

Hamfest Table Reservation Form—Please PRINT LEGIBLY ALL INFORMATION

Name: Email:
Address: .
Please make all checks payable to:
Phone: ( ) WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS
' PLEASE MAIL RESERVATION TO:
ity ’ o WASHFEST 2023
City: State: Zip: c/o RON TELEK W3LE
: 3065 Aljean drive
Il :
Call Sign Bethel Park, PA 15102
Tables WITH Electricity: X $15.00 =
We reserve the right to resell any tables not occupied by
Tables WITHOUT Electricity: X $12.00 = 8 AM, unless prior arrangements have been made!

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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EmComm Gathering
The Philipsburg Amateur
Radio Association will once again
be hosting an EmComm
gathering on Saturday January
27th starting at 10AM. The
theme will be email
communications within Clearfield
and Centre counties in the
absence of cellular and internet
services, with an emphasis on
Winlink and the new VHF Winlink
node that we recently installed at
Rattlesnake.
For additional information please
contact Bob Snyder KC3KVS at
rsnyder@moshannon.com or
(814) 553-1318.

Communications Nets

WPA Health and Wellness Net
Weekdays 9:00 AM 3.983 kHz

WPA Phone Traffic Net

Evenings 5:30 PM 3.918 kHz
Pennsylvania Fone Net

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 8:00 PM
3.907 kHz.

Pennsylvania Statewide DMR Net
Tuesdays 8:00 PM DMR BM Talkgroup 3142
WPA D-STAR Net

Mondays 8PM Reflector 063C.

WPA Digital Voice Net

Wednesday 7:30 PM DMR BM Talkgroup 31422
Western Pennsylvania ARES Voice Net
Saturdays 9:00 AM 3.983 kHz USB
Alternate 7.272 kHz LSB

After main net 5.403.5 kHz USB (Channel 5)

Alternate 5.371.5 kHz USB (Channel 4)

PA HF NBEMS Net

Sundays 7:30 AM 3,583.0 kHz USB

1500 Hz Waterfall THOR 22 for initial call-up
PEMA ACS State-wide Net

First Sunday of Month 3.993.5 kHz

PEMA ACS Central Area Net

Sundays 8:30 AM 3.993.5 kHz

-WXL52 Clearfield
162.550 MHz All Hazards

Weather Radio

NOAA’s National Weather Service °

Clearfield County SAME Code—
042033

Clearfield County EmComm Teams

Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency: 146.55 MHz

Clearfield County ACS/RACES
Leader: Mike Eriggo WB3EQW
Repeater: W3CPA - Clearfield
147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

Leader: Bob Snyder KC3KVS
Repeater: W3PHB - Philipsburg
146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team
Leader: Steve Smith K3SKS
Repeater: K3JRW - Treasure Lake
442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz

Neighboring EmComm Teams

Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES
Steve Walteman KB3FPN
KB3FPN - Reynoldsville
Repeater: 146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz
Simplex: 146.58 MHz

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES
Leader: Carmine Prestia K3CWP
Repeter: W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn
146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Simplex: 147.57 MHz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES
Leader: Kevin Lear W3XOX
Repeater: W3QW - Altoona
146.820-, PL 123.0 Hz
Simplex: 146.58 MHz

Note: The Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) is administered by the American Radio Relay Leauge. Due to the refusal of the regional ARRL

Western Pennsylvania Section Manager to appoint an Emergency Coordinator for Clearfield County, the ARES program is not active in Clearfield County.
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