PEMA Activated ACS for Winter Storm

County EmComm Teams Placed on Stand-by

On Tuesday January 9th Clearfield County, as well
as most of Pennsylvania, experienced a rather significant
winter storm. Forecasts were calling for significant
snowfall accumulations followed by wind and rain.

At the request of PEMA ACS officials, a state-wide
alert was issued and all county ACS teams were placed
on stand by status. Local county teams were requested
to monitor weather conditions and report any significant

developments to the PEMA ACS
Net which operated at the top of
the hour throughout the day.
Local teams were to only report
if they are reporting significant
snowfall, rain, flooding, and any
communication emergencies.
They were particularly

interested in reports of snowfall amounts and any critical
infrastructure issues.

The PEMA ACS Net opened operations at 0930
and continued throughout the day using HF frequencies
as well as DMR and WinLink. The published HF net
frequency did need to shift due to the South Coast
Amateur Radio Net operating on the same frequency.
PEMA ACS moved down 3 Khz and carried on without

interference.

Although Clearfield County did receive
significant snowfall, the PEMA HF Net carried reports of
much worse conditions to the north of us. Several
stations reported from Erie County where numerous
trees were down and one tree fell into a supermarket in
the community of North East, Erie County. These
reports provided an almost instant source of
information to the PEMA ACS headquarters.

Multiple stations from Clearfield County
provided reports to PEMA during this activation.
Among them were Scott E3EOD who reported from
Houtzdale via DMR and John N3SPW who reported from
West Decatur via HF as well as WinLink.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

*CCARC Monthly Meeting. Thursday January 25 (4th
Thursday of Month), 7 PM at Clearfield County EMA Building,
911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

eClearfield County EmComm Gathering. Saturday January
27, 2024. 10AM - Noon. Hosted by the Philipsburg Amateur
Radio Association

VE Testing Session. Friday February 23rd 7 PM at Clearfield
County EMA Building, 911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

CLEARFILED COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

CCARC Officers

President: Charles Sheaffer KM4NSC
Vice President: Rich Brnik KB3QKR
Secretary: John Szwarc N3SPW
Treasurer: Mike Errigo WB3EQW

CCARC Board of Directors

Director: Lars Kvant KB3WBT (Exp. 12/31/2024)
Director: Scott Rummings W3EOD (Exp. 12/31/2025)
Director: Harvey Haag N3RTK (Exp. 12/31/2026)
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Election of Officers

At the November 2023 Clearfield County
Amateur Radio Club meeting, as required by the
organization’s bylaws, CCARC members held
elections for the 2024 calendar year. One Director
position and all club officer terms were expiring.

The following persons were nominated
without opposition to lead CCARC through 2024:
eDirector - Harvey N3RTK with a term expiring
12/31/2026
ePresident - Chuck KM4NSC with a term expiring
12/31/2024
eVice-President - Rich KB3QKR with a term
expiring 12/31/2024
eSecretary - John N3SPW with a term expiring
12/31/2024
eTreasurer - Mike WB3EQW with a term expiring
12/31/2024

With no opposing candidates all individuals
were unanimously approved by the voting
members. The new terms take effect on January 1st

-WXL52 Clearfield
162.550 MHz

2024.
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Weather Radio

NOAA’s National Weather Service ®

Clearfield County SAME Code— 042033

SKYWARN Exercise Conducted

On January 24th at 1900 hours a SKYWARN
training net was held conducted with net control
operations at the State College National Weather
Service Office. The W3GA repeater on 146.760 mHz
was used for this exercise. Carmine KC3WP was Net
Control for this exercise. ater. Stations from Centre
neighboring counties were invited to participate.
Stationtement for their area.

A total of 19 stations from seven counties
checked in and provided the requested information.
Organizers expressed thanks thanks to everyone who
participated and felt it was a successful effort.

FCC Revises Amateur Radio Rule

In November 2023 the FCC adopted new
rules which they hope will “incentivize innovation
and experimentation in the amateur radio bands”.

The revised rule eliminates the baud rate
limitation—the rate at which the carrier waveform
amplitude, frequency, and/or phase is varied to
transmit information—in certain amateur radio
bands. As an alternative the FCC has established a
2.8 kHz bandwidth limitation in the applicable
amateur radio bands. The changes, it is hoped, will
enable the amateur radio community to operate
more efficiently.

In addition the FCC is now formally
considering rule changes which would remove the
baud rate - sometimes called the symbol rate
—limitation in the VHF and UHF bands and in the
2200 meter and 630 meter bands.

Clearfield County EmComm Teams

Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency: 146.55 MHz

Clearfield County ACS/RACES
Leader: Mike Eriggo WB3EQW
Repeater: W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+4, PL173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

Leader: Bob Snyder KC3KVS
Repeater: W3PHB - Philipsburg
146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team
Leader: Steve Smith K3SKS
Repeater: K3JRW - Treasure Lake
442.525+, PL173.8 Hz

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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WASHIest 2024

The South Hills Hamfest — Now in our TWENTY EIGTH big year!
Sponsored by the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HiLLS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

Sunday, February 25", 2024
8:00 AM until 3:00 PM Rain or Shine (or Snow!)

Home Economics Building, South Park
3735 Buffalo Drive, South Park Township, PA 15129
Behind the Allegheny County Police Station on Brownsville Road

Talk-In on 146.955(-) and 443.650(+) 131.8 PL
Donation $5

<

P

To Be Determined

(800) 545-8881

FREE Coffee for the entire Hamfest
courtesy of HAM RADIO INSURANCE ASSOCIATES
of Canonsburg, PA

Breakfast & Lunch will be
available!

First Prize:

Second Prize: To Be Determined

Third Prize: To Be Determined

Please Note: Early
Table Reservations must

Additional Hourly Door Prizes! 2 Special Black Box Prizes (Separate Drawing)!
Main Prize tickets are $2.00 each, 3 for $5.00, 7 for $10, 15 for $20, 40 for $50, 90 for $100
All Prizes Subject to last-minute changes

For Table Reservations, or More Information, Please Contact:

Ron Telek W3LE at (412) 831-4886 w3le@comcast.net
E-mail us directly at washarc@yahoo.com Check out our website too! www.n3sh.org

be paid in fuII on or before
January 31%, 2024.

Reservations received
after February 1%, 2024
must include payment in
full.

Reserve now... we have
sold out in advance
thirteen years running!

Hamfest Table Reservation Form—Please PRINT LEGIBLY ALL INFORMATION

Name: Email:
Address: .
Please make all checks payable to:
Phone: ( ) WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS
' PLEASE MAIL RESERVATION TO:
ity ’ o WASHFEST 2023
City: State: Zip: c/o RON TELEK W3LE
: 3065 Aljean drive
Il :
Call Sign Bethel Park, PA 15102
Tables WITH Electricity: X $15.00 =
We reserve the right to resell any tables not occupied by
Tables WITHOUT Electricity: X $12.00 = 8 AM, unless prior arrangements have been made!

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net



