CCARC GMRS Repeater Changes Frequencies

On Friday March 1st 2024 the Clearfield County
Amateur Radio Club’s GMRS service repeater changed
frequencies. The repeater was previously operating on
462.675 MHz.

After activating the repeater it was discovered
that a group of GMRS enthusiasts were operating
another repeater on Pine Grove Mountain near State
College on the same frequency. Their repeater was a
private repeater, meaning you had to have permission
from the owners to use the repeater, and not very
active. The area of coverage overlap was relatively
small and it was hoped that the two repeaters could co-
exist.

In February individuals from the Pine Grove group
were heard on our Clearfield repeater discussing how
much better the coverage of their Pine Grove repeater
had mysteriously become. They were unaware that
they were using the benefits of the Clearfield repeater
mistakenly assuming they were still on the Pine Grove
machine. That incident in itself was not an issue, but
when a third station attempted to join in it became
contentious. The Pine Grove operators chased the third
station off the Clearfield repeater, informing them that
this was “a private repeater and they needed
permission to use it”. After this incident it was apparent
that something needed to change. After a brief
discussion at the February CCARC meeting it was

decided to change frequencies.

The new frequency is 462.650 MHz transmit,
467.650 MHz receive with a PL tone of 141.3 Hz. The
nearest GMRS repeater on this frequency is in Butler
PA, well beyond the intended coverage area of our
repeater. The repeater has been operating on this
new frequency since March 1st without incident.
CCARC wishes to extend our thanks to Allen K3HOC
for his efforts in changing the repeater frequency.

CCARC Considers DMR
Repeater Project

John N3SPW brought to the CCARC'’s attention
the 444.650 MHz repeater coordination at the
February business meeting. CCARC holds an “initial
coordination” for this frequency from the Western
Pennsylvania Repeater Council (WPRC).

After some discussion it was decided that if we
were to take on a new repeater project it needed to
offer something not already available from the area’s
exiting repeaters. Digital modes and DMR became
the focus of the discussion.

Currently there is one operational DMR
repeater on Rockton Mountain. The 443.000 WR3IRS
repeater is operated by the DMR Interstate Network
and uses the c-Bridge Network. Our DMR project,
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Skywarn Training Available

The Central Pennsylvania office of the
National Weather Service has announced their
Skywarn training classes for Spring 2024. All
classes are and open to the public. Virtual classes
do require advance registration while in-person
classes do not. For the registration link and further
details please visit the NWS web site at https://
www.weather.gov/ctp/SkyWarn.

Monday, March 25, 6:00pm
Bedford County Basic Spotter Training

Thursday, April 4, 6:00pm
Union County Basic Spotter Training

Monday, April 15, 6:00pm
Perry County Basic Spotter Training

Thursday, April 25, 6:00pm
Potter County Basic Spotter Training

Monday, May 6, 6:00pm
Basic Spotter Training (Virtual)

Tuesday, May 7, 6:00pm
Advanced Spotter Training - Storm Science (Virtual)

Monday, May 20, 6:00pm
Advanced Spotter Training - Radar (Virtual)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

*CCARC Monthly Meeting. Thursday March 28th (4th
Thursday of Month), 7 PM at Clearfield County EMA
Building, 911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

should it come to fruition, would also operate from
Rockton Mountain but carry the Brandmeister
Network. Brandmeister is a decentralized network of
master servers. Master servers are different from a c-
Bridge but an oversimplification is they both provide
similar linking functionality. The Brandmeister name
is synonymous with DMR but it cross-links with other
networks and digital systems like D-STAR and APRS.

The 444.650 frequency had previously
operated from a tower on Rockton Mountain under
the call sign K3EDD. Prior to COVID Ed K3EDD had
transferred the coordination to John N3SPW and filed
the appropriate paperwork with the WPRC. When
COVID struck the repeater council essentially shut
down with pending transfer applications
unprocessed. When the WPRC reactivated the
Frequency Coordinator, Joe W3BC, contacted John
N3SPW and asked if we intended to use the
frequency. John agreed and a new “initial
coordination” was issued.

CCARC members are currently in the process
of gathering needed equipment and planning out the
construction of the DMR repeater. Various members
have offered to contribute equipment and labor to
bring this project to completion. There is still
considerable planning and work to do. All CCARC
members interested in assisting are encouraged to
offer their services at the next club meeting.

Dorthy Morrison N3PUQ(SK)

At the February CCARC meeting Harvey N3RTK
reported the passing of Dorthy Morrison N3PUQ.
Dorthy, and her husband Ed K3JE (SK), were long term
amateur radio fixtures in the Clearfield area and were
actively involved in local cub activities. CCARC
extends our condolences to the Morrison family and
friends.

Clearfield County EmComm Teams

Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency: 146.55 MHz

Clearfield County ACS/RACES PARA EmComm Team
Leader: Mike Eriggo WB3EQW
Repeater: W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL173.8 Hz

Leader: Bob Snyder KC3KVS
Repeater: W3PHB - Philipsburg
146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team
Leader: Steve Smith K3SKS
Repeater: K3JRW - Treasure Lake
442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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67" Annual Largest Hamfest in the Tri-State Area

éBreezeShooters

HAMFEST / ELECTRONICS / COMPUTER SHOW

Web Site: http://www.breezeshooters.or, Email: hamfest@breezeshooters.org

Sunday June 9, 2024
8am-2pm (vendor setup Saturday 2pm-8pm, Sunday 6am-8am)
Butler Farm Show Grounds
625 Evans City Road, Butler, PA 16001
(same as last year!)

e Site of the 2024 ARRL WPA Section Convention

e Indoor and Outdoor Flea Market spaces available — email for info
O  Spaces $15 each(20’x30°); Also limited indoor; email:fleamarket@breezeshooters.org

® Numerous of Educational Forums

® Vendors and Sponsors include: KJI Electronics, ICOM, DX
Engineering, Radioddity, N3ZN Keys, MFJ, ABR Industries, Alpha
Antenna, Arrow Antenna, Balun Designs, Bioenno, Chameleon
Antenna, Commet Antenna, Digirig, Halibut Electronics,
Hammond Manufacturing, Ham Radio Deluxe, Mastrant Antenna,
MPD Digital, N3FJP, PreppComm, RT Systems, Time Microwave

® VE License Testing for all Amateur and Commercial Classes
O Starts 8:30 am

ARRL, DXCC Card Checking and Bureau representatives
Live Demonstrations of the WEARS EMCOMM Mobile Unit
BreezeShooters Award Presentations

Prizes, Prizes, Prizes

Need Info: hamfest@breezeshooters.org
Talk-in will be on the 147.300(+) Repeater- pl 131.8
Watch http://www.breezeshooters.org for details.
If using a MAPPING APP on your phone, be sure to query “BUTLER FARM SHOW GROUNDS — Butler PA”

MAIN PRIZE DRAWING
1sr ICOM IC-7610 HF/SOMHz All Mode Transceiver | 6ru COMET 500 Antenna Analyzer
Compliments of DX Engineeri:%l&;l I(EIO'IIYI 7 Bioenno BLF-1220A (20 Ahr) Battery w/ Charger
2~ YAESU FT-710 HF/S0MHz ode Transceiver | g pOTA/SOTA/P 1 FHW =
3a0 ICOM IC-705 HF/SOMHz/2M/70CM Transceiver | .. g oico GEAble SIS LEEW S 10m

4tu YAESU FTM-300DR C4FM VHF/UHF Transceiver
5t N3ZN KEY Model ZN-9ZX - donated by N3LAD
In memory of brother Chris, KC3DTC

10tn Surprise !

<=Cut Here=>

ADVANCED MAIN PRIZE TICKET SALES *4
$100

Main Prizes Drawing $2 Eachl 3 for $5 T 7 for $10 l 15 for $20 I 40 for $50 190 for
Main Prizes Total Limited Time Incentive: Buy $50 get Admission Ticket, [

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net




