WinLink Project Continues

CCARC members are
continuing their efforts to work on
setting up WinLink for both the
Clearfield EMA facility as well as home
and portable operations. CCARC
members Chuck KM4NSC, Rich
KB3QKR, Scott W3EOD and Jon N3SPW
are spearheading this project.

Several complications have
slowed progress. Our initial effort was
focused on connecting with the
Philipsburg ARC’s Rattlesnake
Mountain WPHB-10 WinLink RMS
node. As we later learned that RMS
node is not configured as we had
believed it was. Without being set up
for the correct configuration a
successful “handshake” and data
connection would never be possible.
We now know that W3PHB-10 operates
as a packet BBS with WinLink enabled.
The data speed of this node is 1200
baud, or about 1.2 kbit/sec. We had
thought the system was using a newer
data transmission protocol called Vara
FM. Data speeds for Vara FM are up to
25 kbit/sec, or about 20 times faster.

Now that we
understand how
W3PHB-10 is
configured we
should be in a

position to finish the
EMA station at the

next work session. A

As a result of learning about
the specifics of WinLink and the
available options, the team has been
discussing building our own WinLink
node and configure it for the fastest
possible throughput speed available.
Some preliminary planning is already
underway for this project this project.

When finished we expect to
have an operational WinLink station at
the Clearfield EMA, at least six
members with home WinLink stations,
three members with portable WinLink
stations and hopefully one WinLink

RMS node operating with VARA FM.

Obviusly this topic is still in
development and further details and
plans will be discussed at the next
CCARC meeting.

April SET
On Saturday April 6th the
Clearfield County EmComm Team

participated in the state-wide Simulated
Emergency Test, or SET. The Clearfield
County EMA amateur radio facility was
activated at 9:27AM and remand active
throughout the course of the exercise.

At 10AM an operational net was held
on the W3CPA 147.255 repeater. This
repeater is owned and sponsored by the
Clearfield County EMA with the CCARC as
the assigned operator of the repeater. There
were 11 stations checking into the net.

During the net one priority traffic
item was received and subsequently relayed
to the Philipsburg operations center.
Following the net participating stations with
WinLink capabilities were asked to originate
a WinLink message to the Centre County
ARES/RACES/ACS contact and the State
College American Red Cross contact.

The Clearfield County EMA Amateur
Radio Facility was deactivated at 11:04AM.
Thank you to all who participated in the SET.
This SET was a precursor the upcoming May
The National Mass Care Exercises. See the
article on page three for further information.
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CCARC Repeaters

W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz
Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC’s primary repeater and is
sponsored by the Clearfield County
Emergency Management Agency.

W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain (OFF AIR)

CCARC is in the process of building out
this repeater. Details will be available
soon regarding the anticipated time
line to on-air.

WRDV964 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz
GMRS service repeater is co-located at
the top of Rockton Mountain with the
W3CPA 147.255 repeater. In fact the
repeater controller is shared between
both repeaters, but on separate
“ports”.

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

¢CCARC Monthly Meeting. Thursday
April 25th (4th Thursday of Month), 7
PM at Clearfield County EMA Building,
911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

eNational Mass Care Exercise
(NMCE) Dry Run. Saturday May 12
2024. Details to be announced.

*VE Testing Session. Friday May 17
2024. 7 PM Clearfield County
Emergency Management Agency
Building, Conference Room, 911
Leonard Street, Clearfield PA 16830.

eNational Mass Care Exercise
(NMCE) Exercise. Saturday May 22
2024, 10:00am to 02:00pm.

*ARRL Field Day 2024. June 22-23,
2024. Details of CCARC's local event
will be announced at a later date.

-WXL52 Clearfield
162.550 MHz All Hazards

Weather Radio

NOAAs National Weather Serwce

Clearfield County SAME Code—
042033
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Hamfests

June 9 - BreezeShooters Hamfest, Butler PA
BreezeShooters ARC, Inc.
http://www.breezeshooters.org

July 6 - Firecracker Hamfest, Harrisburg PA
Harrisburg Radio Amateurs Club
http://www.w3uu.org

July 7 - Somerset County Hamfest,
Somerset PA

Somerset Amateur Radio Club
http://k3smt.org

July 13 - Northwest PA Hamfest, Erie PA
Wattsburg Wireless Association
http://wattsburgwireless.org

July 27 - CVARC Annual Hamfest,
Chambersburg PA

Cumberland Valley Amateur Radio Club
http://w3ach.com

August 10 - W3PIE Hamfest, Uniontown PA
Uniontown Amateur Radio Club Inc.
http://w3pie.org

D DAYTON
HAMVENTION

Expanding Our Community

Friday May 17
through
Sunday May 19

Greene County Fair and Expo Center
210 Fairground Road, Xenia 45385

https://hamvention.org

Clearfield County EmComm Teams

Clearfield County EMA Sponsored Amateur Radio Repeater: 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz W3CPA
Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency: 146.55 MHz

Clearfield County ACS/RACES
Leader: Mike Eriggo WB3EQW
Repeater: W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

Leader: Bob Snyder KC3KVS
Repeater: W3PHB - Philipsburg
146.4304+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

Treasure Lake EmComm Team
Leader: Steve Smith K3SKS
Repeater: K3JRW - Treasure Lake
442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz
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Keystone 6: National Mass Care Exercise

The 2024 National Mass Care
Exercise, called Keystone 6, will be
held in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania on
May 21-23, 2024. The scenario will
involve large scale impacts cascading
across the region and need for mass
care services for 100,000+ people.
Pennsylvania will be standing up a
commonwealth managed shelter and
activating operational/planning mass
care task forces for Feeding,
Sheltering, Disability Integration,
Reunification, Household Pets,
Distribution of Emergency Supplies,
and Housing.

The exercise will be split up
into two sections. On May 11th a Dry

American Red Cross

Run will be conducted. Local and
regional amateur radio organizations,
as well as Red Cross EmComm station
teams will practice sending Red Cross
Shelter Reports and ARC 6409 forms via
Winlink.

The actual exercise will be
conducted on May 22nd. PEMA will
coordinate the exercise from
Shippensburg and will involve 10 of the
Red Cross DRA areas throughout the
State. This exercise will be from
10:00am to 02:00pm. Information about
this exercise is being planned and will
be sent out prior to the May 22 date.
However they plan to send some Red
Cross forms via Winlink between the

PEMA Shelter in Shippensburg and the
RCES locations and pass some VHF voice
traffic between the 10+ Red Cross
shelters and the Red Cross RCES
locations. Amateur radio stations will
also be participating in the Winlink
portion.

The Keystone 6 Exercise is
organized by the Red Cross EMCOMM
Team and supported by multiple other
amateur radio organizations. Interested
parties may sign up to receive updates
and registration information on the
Pennsylvania DHS web site at
www.dhs.pa.gov/masscare.

Red Cross Emergency Communications (EMCOMM)
Disaster Response Area Coordinators and
Red Cross EMCOMM Stations

Greater Pennsylvania Region
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