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On Friday October 25th 2024 the 

Clearfield County Amateur Radio Club has 

placed a new DMR digital mode repeater 

into service.  The repeater is currently 

located on a temporary tower at about 

1,680 feet AMSL elevation overlooking the 

Borough of Clearfield.  Plans are to operate 

the repeater for a short time from this 

location as a “burn-in” period to allow 

easier access should changes or 

maintenance become necessary.

CCARC is making preparations to 

re-locate the repeater to a location on 

Rockton Mountain which will greatly 

improve the coverage area.  The map 

shown (Right) shows the expected coverage 

area from the Rockton Mountain location.  

The repeater is constructed from a 

Motorola R100 repeater which has been 

heavily modified to fit our purposes.  The 

R100’s 10 watt output is driving a 100 watt 

amplifier and the duplexers are a standard 

4 can rack mount assembly.   Controlling 

CCARC Announces New DMR Repeater

the repeater is a Raspberry Pi 4 micro-computer with a Repeater Builder Inc. MMDVM hat-style board.  All needed 

programming settings for your radio are included in the box on page 2.

Instrumental to the success of this project were several CCARC members including Allen N3HOC and Scott W3EOD, as 

well as all members who supported the project with their time, donations and financial contributions.  

Coverage shown is from the proposed site on Rockton Mountain.  Current coverage from the temporary 

site is limited to the greater Clearfield area.



Clearfield County ACS/RACES

W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

W3PHB - Philipsburg

146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team

K3JRW - Treasure Lake

442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz

Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES

KB3FPN - Reynoldsville

146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn

146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3QW - Altoona

146.820-, PL 123.0 Hz

Local EmComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency:  146.55 MHz

-WXL52 Clearfield

 162.550 MHz

-WXM59 State College

 162.475 MHz

-KZZ42 Reyondlsville

 162.500 MHz

Clearfield County SAME Code

— 042033
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UPCOMING 
CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

•CCARC November Meeting. 

Thursday November 21st 

(Moved from the 4th Thursday 

to the 3rd due to the 

Thanksgiving holiday), 7 PM at 

Clearfield County EMA Building, 

911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

•CCARC Weekly Net.  

Tuesdays at 7 PM on the 

147.255+ repeater.  PL Tone 

173.8 Hz.  All licensed amateur 

radio operators are welcome to 

check-in.

W3CPA DMR 
Repeater Specs

Brandmister Dashboard:  

https://brandmeister.network/?

page=device&id=314287

444.625+

Color Code 1

Timeslot 1 is generally wide-area 

and longer QSOs

PA 3142 (Static)

PEMA Statewide 31420

TAC 310-319

Worldwide 91

North America 93

USA 3100

All other talkgroups

Timeslot 2 is Local and regional

314287 -- This is the local repeater 

only and can be accessed from 

anywhere (Static)

West PA 31422 (Static)

PA TAC 31421

Parrot 9990 

Other talkgroups if TS1 is 

unavailable

CCARC Weekly Net

At the September Clearfield 

County Amateur Radio Club meeting 

it was decided to resume a weekly 

net for the club. The last time a 

weekly net was conducted was at the 

beginning of the COVID19 epidemic. 

It is hoped that resuming this net will 

allow local amateur radio operators a 

means to share information and build 

comradely more frequently than the 

monthly meetings allow.  

The Clearfield County 

Amateur Radio Club Weekly Net is 

being conducted every Tuesday 

evening at 7PM on the W3CPA 

147.255 repeater, PL tone 173.8 Hz. 

The first net was held on Tuesday 

October 1st 2024. Rich N3RBJ acted 

as Net Control for the first net. Tim 

K5TEL and John N3SPW are 

alternating with Rich to be Net 

Control Stations.  If anyone else 

would like to be Net Control on a 

rotating basis please reach out to any 

Net Control station during the net.  

As of this writing we have 

conducted four nets so far.  On the 

October 15th net Tim K5TEL was Net 

Control and we had a record 17 

stations checking in.  It’s expected 

this number will grow as the 

existence of the net becomes better 

known.  
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The meeting was held at the Clearfield County 

Emergency Management Agency building in the

training/amateur radio room.

The following members were in attendance: John 

N3SPW, Harvey N3RTK, Terry KC3TNV, Tim 

K5TEL, Tim N3PUL, Ed KC3ZAL, Doug KC3ZEI, 

Allen K3HOC and Rich N3RBJ.

The following guests were in attendance: Josiah 

KC3ZUF.
The following individuals had previously informed 

the CCARC Secretary they would not be able

to attend: Scott W3EOD, Mike WB3EQW, Dave 

KC3KHV and Chuck KM4NSC

Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order by Vice-

President Rich N3RBJ at 7:04PM.

Discussion Items:

Finances:

Mike WB3EQW is in Florida apparently gathering 

weather reports for hurricane Helene. Mike did 

relay that the treasury balance has not changed 

since last report - $454. Tonight CCARC received 

the following donations: Rich N3RBJ $20, John 

N3SPW $3, Doug KC3ZEI $20, Ed KC3ZAL $40, 

Terry KC3TNV $10, Harvey N3RTK $10 and Tim 

K5TEL $20.

Total donations received tonight were $123. With 

tonight’s donations the treasurer should now 

stand at $577.

VE Testing:

Our last VE Testing session here in Clearfield was 

held on Friday September 13th at 7PM. At that 

session Josiah Shimmel successfully passed his 

Technician Class exam. The FCC has since issued 

the call sign KC3ZUF. Congratulations were 

extended to Josiah. The Next VE Testing Session 

will be in Ridgeway on Oct 12 at 9:30AM. The 

location will be the Hallton Church, Evergreen 

Drive, Ridgway. Anyone interested in testing is 

asked to reach out to Mary Lewis N3UDN at 

jlms@windstream.net or (814) 772-4568.

A brief discussion was held regarding the 

possibility of establishing our own VE Testing 

team rather than depending on the Laurel VE 

Team from Ridgeway. We do have sufficient 

General Class members who are interested in 

VE testing to offer the basic Technician Class 

exams. Tim N3PUL (Extra) offered to 

participate in a VE Team. If Steve K3SKS 

(Extra), who resides in Treasure Lake, were 

interested in helping we would only need one 

more extra to offer General and Extra class 

exams. John N3SPW is to contact Mary N3UDN 

to discuss further.

Repeaters:

W3CPA 147.255 FM -  Repeater is reported to 

be working as intended with no known issues. 

We have not yet received the final coordination 

papers from the Western Pennsylvania 

Repeater Council. At last contact with Joe 

W3BC, the WPRC Frequency Coordinator, we 

were told there was a backlog of processing 

these and the paperwork would be issued in 

the order it was received.

WRDV964 462.650+ GMRS - Repeater is 

reported to be working as intended with no 

known issues.

W3CPA 444.625 DMR (under construction) - 

John N3SPW reports that Scott W3EOD is 

stepping back from amateur radio in general 

for a time to deal with personal issues. Scott 

had been spearheading this repeater project.  

Scott W3EOD had been working with Scott 

N3XCC, of Repeater Builder Inc, to build the 

repeater. John N3SPW did reach out to Scott 

N3XCC and was told the repeater is fully 

functional and ready to go. John made plans to 

travel to Scott’s QTH in Boswell PA to pick up 

the repeater on Wednesday September 25th. 

Before John could make the trip Scott called 

saying he and his family had COVID19. As a 

result we are now planning to pick up the 

repeater at a later date. There will still be an 

outstanding invoice for the Scott N3XCC’s 

labor. Scott W3EOD had in the past promised to 

cover that cost as his donation to the project.

CCARC Meeting Minutes
September 25, 2024, 7 PM

When we do receive the working repeater it was 

discussed that it might be wise to “burn in” the 

new equipment for a time at an accessible location 

should it need fine tuning or adjustment. All 

agreed that the EMA center would be a good place 

to do the burn in.  Allen K3HOC reports that 

Jeremy Ruffner no longer works at the EMA. John 

N3SPW had in the past discussed with Jeremy the 

possibility of locating the new repeater on a 

county tower at the top of Rockton Mountain. Allen 

suggested we contact Dave or Kelly to resume the 

discussion and get final permission.  Allen K3HOC 

has what he believes is a suitable antenna for the 

repeater. He’s going to do a final SWR test at the 

444.625 frequency just to be sure we’re okay.  

Allen K3HOC is going to ask around if there are 

any “spare” sections of ½ or larger hardline coax 

which could be donated to the project.

WinLink - John N3SPW reports the status of the 

WinLink project for the EMA center has been 

stalled. It’s a matter of time. John has a working 

WinLink station at his home using the identical 

equipment. It’s a matter of transcribing the 

computer settings from the home station and 

inputting them at the EMA station. Progress is 
promised in the near future.  John N3SPW reports 

that Chuck KM4NSC has constructed a working 

WinLink node using VARA FM at his QTH. He has 

not yet installed it to an exterior antenna.  Allen 

K3HOC brought four Motorola M400 UHF radios as 

donation to the club for use in future WinLink 

nodes. These radios are believed to have been 

working when removed from service but nothing 

is guaranteed.

Club Net - At the July CCARC Meeting it was 

suggested the club resume a club net on the 

147.255 repeater. A show of hands on how many 

present are interested in holding a weekly net 
resulted in seven of the ten raising their hands. In 

the past, when this net was active pre-covid, the 

net was held on Tuesday evenings at 7:30PM. 

Following a brief discussion another show of hands 

Continued on Page 4.



CCARC Membership Roster
Call First Last City County

K3CWP Carmine Prestia State College Centre

K3DML Dana Leet Clearfield Clearfield

K3HOC Allen Hocker Woodland Clearfield

K3SKS Steve Smith DuBois Clearfield

K5TEL Tim Leet Clearfield Clearfield

N3RBJ Rich Brnik Grassflat Clearfield

B3WBT Lars Kvant Clearfield Clearfield

KC3KHV Dave Marinowski La Jose Clearfield

KC3MRI Bill Ogden  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3TNV Terry Round Olanta Clearfield

KC3ZAL Ed Kumm  Clearfield Clearfield

KE3M Ken Keefer Macungie Lehigh

KM4NSC Chuck Shaffer Clearfield Clearfield

N3IYZ Rick Hummel Clearfield Clearfield

N3PUL Tim Lumadue Clearfield Clearfield

N3RTK Harvey Hagg Clearfield Clearfield

N3SPW John Szwarc West Decatur Clearfield

N3ZFX Janet Hagg Clearfield Clearfield

W3EOD Scott Rummings Brisbin Clearfield

W3GAF Greg Fenn Brockway Jefferson

WB3EQW Mike Errigo Clearfield Clearfield

KC3ZEI Doug Wallace Curwensville Clearfield

KC3ZUF Josiah Shimmel Lanse Clearfield

CCARC Repeaters
W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC’s primary repeater and is 

sponsored by the Clearfield County 

Emergency Management Agency.

W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Temporarly located at a 1,680 FT AMSL site 

overlooking Clearfield.  Reloaction to 

Rockton Mountain is in progress.

WRDV964 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz

GMRS service repeater is co-located at the 

top of Rockton Mountain with the W3CPA 

147.255 repeater. In fact the repeater 

controller is shared between both 

repeaters, but on separate “ports”.

had all present agreeing that Tuesdays at 7 PM 

would be a good time for the net.  The first net 

will be Tuesday October 1st at 7PM. Rich N3RBJ 

will be net control for the first net. Volunteers are 

needed to act as net control allowing for weeks 

when Rich cannot be present.  Tim K5TEL 

offered to program an announcement into the 

repeater announcing the net. Allen and I will 

send the password information for Tim allowing 

him to perform this function.

New Business

Public Service - Email received from Carmine 

K3CWP: We still need volunteers to staff amateur 
radio positions in the Bald Eagle State Forest for 

the Unpaved of the Susquehanna Valley Bicycle 

Race on Sunday October 13 th. Stations are 
needed to relay information back and forth from 

the racecourse to headquarters in Lewisburg, PA. 

A variety of positions are available that start and 

end at different times. We have helped with this 

event for several years and they depend on our 

communications capabilities. With few exceptions 

cell phone coverage is nonexistent in the forest. 

If you are interested or want more information 

contact me at carmine.prestia@gmail.com.

Programs for Meetings - John N3SPW reported 

that Joe W3BC is interested in discussing the 

ARRL within our club membership. All agreed to 

invite him. John N3SPW to reach out to Joe.   Tim 

K5TEL suggested we do a future program on 

DMR. All agreed this would be beneficial.

Harvey reports that Leila Barnett Bedell (call sign 

unavailable) is now SK. They were very active on 

the 2 m band locally around 2003 or 2004.

With no further business Rich closed the meeting 

at 7:49PM.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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Meeting Minutes

September 25, 2024, 7 PM

Continued from Page 3.

Josiah KC3ZUF

CCARC's most recent VE Testing 

session was held in Clearfield was on 

Friday September 13th at 7PM. At 

that session Josiah Shimmel of Lanse 

PA successfully passed his Technician 
Class exam. The FCC has since issued 

the call sign KC3ZUF. Congratulations 

Josiah!


