NOVEMBER 2024

CCARC to Host Hamfest 2025 Elections

The Clearfield County Amateur rental calendar for 2026 and beyond. The Clearfield County Amateur
Radio Club has begun the process of Hamfest hours have not yet been set, Radio Club held its annual officer
organizing a hamfest here in Clearfield but a typical hamfest would hold hours  elections at the November meeting
County. At the November CCARC business of 8 AM to 1PM. These details have yet with the resulting slate of officers being
meeting it was decided to pay a deposit to to be worked out. voted on and approved:
the Clearfield County Fair Grounds for use The next step is to develop President Tim N3PUL
of the Agriculture Building and surrounding financial and promotional plan for the Vice-President John N3SPW
grounds. This facility will allow us to host  hamfest. Hamfest Committee members Secretary Rich N3RBJ
between twenty-five to thirty indoor vendor will be working behind the scenes to Treasurer Ed KC3ZAL
tables, provide food service, conduct gather details and explore options. At  Director (Exp 12/31/27) Tim K5TEL
training programs or VE Exam sessions and the December CCARC meeting the The organizational by-laws
extend the event into the parking lot with  committee should have an outline of require that a ballot of officers be
an outdoor tailgating area. Restrooms are plans to present to membership as the  advanced at the October meeting and
also available inside the building. event details become established. presented to the membership at the
At the meeting Chuck KM4NSC November meeting for a vote.
suggested we form a committee to help Additionally the November meeting is

with the process. Without objection, CCARC
members John N3SPW, Chuck KM4NSC and
Tim N3PUL were assigned to the Hamfest

the last opportunity to nominate
alternate candidates for club offices
prior to the final vote.

The initial ballot from the
October meeting had John N3SPW as
= Secretary and Rich N3RBJ as Vice-
President. After a breif discussion it

Committee.

Following the meeting John N3SPW
has since met with the Clearfield County
Fair Manager and secured the date of
Sunday September 14 2025 for the initial
hamfest. Further, should we wish to hold The Clearfield County Fair Grounds Ag Building will candidates resulting the final ballot

was decided to reverses these two

subsequent hamfests the second Sunday of be the site of the inaugural CCARC Hamfest on which was approved by the
September is penciled into the Fair Board’s  sunday September 14 2025. membership present.

CLEARFILED COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
CCARC Officers CCARC Board of Directors

President: Charles Sheaffer KM4NSC Director: Lars Kvant KB3WBT (Exp. 12/31/2024)
Vice President: Rich Brnik KB3QKR Director: Scott Rummings W3EOD (Exp. 12/31/2025)
Secretary: John Szwarc N3SPW Director: Harvey Haag N3RTK (Exp. 12/31/2026)
Treasurer: Mike Errigo WB3EQW
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W3CPA DMR
Repeater Specs

Brandmister Dashboard:
https://brandmeister.network/?
page=device&id=314287

444.625+
Color Code 1

Timeslot 1 is generally wide-area
and longer QSOs

PA 3142 (Static)

PEMA Statewide 31420

TAC 310-319

Worldwide 91

North America 93

USA 3100

All other talkgroups

Timeslot 2 is Local and regional
314287 -- This is the local repeater
only and can be accessed from
anywhere (Static)

West PA 31422 (Static)

PA TAC 31421

Parrot 9990

Other talkgroups if TS1 is
unavailable

Local Nets

Clearfield County ARC Net
Tuesdays 7 PM on 147.255+ PL
173.8 Hz

Treasure Lake Sportmans
Mondays 8PM on 442.525+ PL 173.8
Hz

Mondays 8:05PM on 445.525 Mhz
Simplex

Mondays 8:10PM on 146.457 MHz
Simplex

Mondays 8:15PM on 147.225+ PL
173.8 Hz

PARA Weekly Net

Saturdays 9PM on 146.430+1 MHz,
PL173.8 Hz

CCARC Repeaters

W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz
Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC's primary repeater and is
sponsored by the Clearfield County

Emergency Management Agency.

W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Temporarly located at a 1,680 FT AMSL site
overlooking Clearfield. Reloaction to

Rockton Mountain is in progress.

WRDV964 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz
GMRS service repeater is co-located at the
top of Rockton Mountain with the W3CPA
147.255 repeater. In fact the repeater
controller is shared between both

repeaters, but on separate “ports”.

UPCOMING
CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

*CCARC December Meeting.
Thursday December 19st
(Moved from the 4th Thursday
to the 3rd due to the Christmas
holiday), 7 PM at Clearfield
County EMA Building, 911
Leonard St., Clearfield.
*CCARC Weekly Net.
Tuesdays at 7 PM on the
147.255+ repeater. PL Tone
173.8 Hz. All licensed amateur
radio operators are welcome to
check-in.

¢CCARC Hamfest.

Sunday September 14th 2025 at
the Clearfield County
Fairgrounds - Ag Building.

-WXL52 Clearfield
162.550 MHz
-WXM59 State College
162.475 MHz

-KZZ42 Reyondlsville

162.500 MHz
AIIHazard

Weather Radio

NOAAN! al Weather Service

Clearfield County SAME Code
— 042033

Local EmMComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency:

146.55 MHz

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn
146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3QW - Altoona
146.820-,PL123.0 Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team

K3JRW - Treasure Lake

442.525+, PL173.8 Hz

Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES

KB3FPN - Reynoldsville

146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz
www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

Clearfield County ACS/RACES
W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

W3PHB - Philipsburg
146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz
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The meeting was held at the Clearfield County
Emergency Management Agency building in the
training/amateur radio room.

The following members were in attendance:

* Mike WB3EQW

* Doug KC3ZEI

* Dave KC3KHV

* Tim N3PUL

e Tim K5TEL

* Ed KC3ZAL

* Josiah KC3ZUF

* Rich N3RB]

e John N3SPW
The following individuals had previously informed
the CCARC Secretary they would not be able to
attend:

» Scott W3EOD

* Harvey N3RTK

e Chuck KM4NSC
Call to order.

* The meeting was called to order by Vice-
President Rich N3RBJ at 7:07PM.

Discussion Items:
Finances:

» Treasurer Mike WB3EQW reports the current
account balance is $577.

* John N3SPW reports that we are expecting to
receive an invoice from Repeater Builder Inc for
work associated with the DMR repeater. We do
not yet have that invoice in hand. Scott W3EOD
had previously offered to cover that invoice as a
donation when it arrives.

» Donations received at today’s meeting:
$110. With today’s donations the expected
balance will be $687.

Membership

* No applications received. Current roster is
being published monthly in the CCARC
newsletter.

VE Testing

* No test sessions in Clearfield since our last

meeting.

* The date of the next VE Test Session had not

CCARC Meeting Minutes
October 24, 2024, 7 PM

yet been set at the time of the meeting.

¢ John N3SPW had attempted to reach Mary
N3UDN regarding having three people here in
Clearfield become credentialed through Laurel.
Through a series of back and forth telephone
messages they have not yet spoken. John is
continuing to peruse this.

Repeaters

* W3CPA 147.255.

o Working as designed without issues.

* WRDV964 462.650+ GMRS Repeater.

o Working as designed without issues.

* W3CPA 444.625 DMR repeater.

o At today’s meeting John N3SPW had on
the table in the meeting room the completed,
programmed and tested DMR repeater. After
the meeting the plan is to install it in the
amateur radio area at the EMA Building. If all
goes well it should be on the air after the
meeting.

WinLink Project

* No progress report at this time.
Club Net

* Rich N3RB]J reported that we have
conducted four nets so far.

* The net with the largest number of check-
ins was the October 15 Net with Tim K5TEL as
Net Control. We had 17 check-ins that
evening.

e Tim K5TEL brought up the topic of the net
script and calling station by roll call as opposed
to opening the net for check-ins, pausing
occasionally to acknowledge stations to that
point. Following a brief discussion it was
decided the net would be called by requesting
all stations wishing to check in to do so rather
than by roll call. Further, it was also decided
to simplify the net preamble, reducing its
length and eliminating unnecessary parts. Rich
N3RBJ is to spearhead that effort.

New Business
* 2025 CCARC Elections

o Per the CCARC ByLaws, at the October

meeting a slate of candidate for the following year
is to be developed.

o Mike KB3EQW has signaled he would like to
retire from the Treasurer position because he
spends a large part of the year traveling.

o Lars KB3WBT had previously informed the
club Secretary that he would like to step down as
Director.

o Chuck KM4NSC did not respond to John
N3SPW'’s email or phone call inquiring if he would
like to continue serving as CCARC President.

o Following a lively discussion, the following
slate of candidates was put forward with the

unanimous consent of all parties present:

* President Tim N3PUL
* Vice-President Rich N3RBJ
* Secretary John N3SPW
* Treasurer Ed KC3ZAL

¢ Director Tim K5TEL (Term
would expire 12/31/2027)

° The above stale of officers are to be voted
on at the November Meeting. Prior to the vote a
call for additional nominations will be made from
the membership present. The new term will begin
on January 1st 2025.

* D-STAR Repeater

o John N3SPW brought to the members
present a possibility of obtaining a D-STAR
repeater. Here is some history of what's
transpired:

m Nearly four years ago the Penn State
Amateur Radio Club (PSARC) D-STAR repeater lost
its internet connection has fallen into disuse due to
the lack of connections to the outside world.

m The PSARC repeater consists of a Icom
ID-RP2010V 2 meter band module with a 25 watt
RF output.

m About three years ago John N3SPW
approached the PSARC Faculty Advisor offering
either assistance with restoring internet access to
the repeater or consider donating it to another

organization which would then put it back on the

Continued on Page 4.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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Continued from Page 3.
air. At the time John N3SPW was also part of the

Philipsburg ARA and that organization has
experience operating D-STAR repeaters.

m In August of 2023 the PSARC donated

o John N3SPW spoke with officials at the
Clearfield County Fairgrounds about this inquiring
about rental of the Ag Building and surrounding

grounds for parking and an outside vendor area.

the D-STAR repeater the the Philipsburg ARA with John was told that the rental fee could be reduced

the understanding they would utilize it.

m As of today, the repeater has sat on a
workbench unused for 14 months and the
Philipsburg ARA has no made no plans to
reactivate the repeater.

o In September 2024 John N3SPW
approached the Philipsburg ARA President Darin
W3DLD suggesting that if Philipsburg ARA was
not going to use the repeater to consider
donating it to the Clearfield County ARC for
activation.

m Darin W3DLD reported back earlier this
week that the Philipsburg ARA did discuss this
proposal at their October 12th meeting. All
present were in favor of moving forward with the
proposal, however they lacked a quorum and
could not vote on the matter. This will be voted
on at the Philipsburg ARA November 9th meeting.

o As an extension of this possible project
John N3SPW made some calls to locate a set of 2
meter band duplexers which could be used with
the D-STAR repeater. A set has been located
which we can have on a long-term loan from
Scott N3XCC.

o Remaining items needed would be a
computer, a power supply, antenna and coax.

o All CCARC members felt that this would be
a worthwhile addition to the club and await word
at the next CCARC meeting if the proposed
transfer from Philipsburg ARA to CCARC has been
approved.

* Hamfest Project

o John N3SPW advanced the idea that
CCARC has grown to the point where we have the
membership levels which make hosting an event
like a hamfest possible. A hamfest is a large
project but could also be a significant fundraiser

for CCARC.

if we plan the event in either the Spring or Fall -
when heating and air conditioning would nut be
utilized as much.

o John N3SPW also handed out copies of a
booklet from the ARRL web site discussing whats
involved in planning a hamfest.

o All members present agreed this is an
interesting project which requires more research.
Items of concern were:

o The Penn State University Football Schedule

o Date conflicts with other hamfests with a

100 mile range

° Investigation into other venue which
might reduce the costs.

° John N3SPW will do further investigation
on this matter and report back at the November
meeting.

November and December Meeting Dates

* It was noted that the 4th Thursday of
November is Thanksgiving Day. Similarly the 4th
Thursday of December is very near Christmas.

* With unanimous agreement it was decided
to move both the November and December
meetings to the 3rd Thursday of the month.

* In January we will resume meeting on the
4th Thursday of the month.

Closing.
With no further business CCARC Vice-President

Rich N3RBJ adjourned the meeting at 8:21 PM.

CCARC Membership Roster

Call First Last City County
K3CWP Carmine Prestia State College Centre
K3DML Dana Leet Clearfield Clearfield
K3HOC Allen Hocker Woodland Clearfield
K3SKS Steve Smith DuBois Clearfield
K5TEL Tim Leet Clearfield Clearfield
N3RB]J Rich Brnik Grassflat Clearfield
B3WBT Lars Kvant Clearfield Clearfield
KC3KHV Dave Marinowski La Jose Clearfield
KC3MRI Bill Ogden Clearfield Clearfield
KC3TNV Terry Round Olanta Clearfield
KC3ZAL Ed Kumm Clearfield Clearfield
KE3M Ken Keefer Macungie Lehigh
KM4NSC Chuck Shaffer Clearfield Clearfield
N31YZ Rick Hummel Clearfield Clearfield
N3PUL Tim Lumadue Clearfield Clearfield
N3RTK Harvey Hagg Clearfield Clearfield
N3SPW John Szwarc West Decatur Clearfield
N3ZFX Janet Hagg Clearfield Clearfield
W3EQOD Scott Rummings Brisbin Clearfield
W3GAF Greg Fenn Brockway Jefferson
WB3EQW Mike Errigo Clearfield Clearfield
KC3ZEl Doug Wallace Curwensville Clearfield
KC3ZUF Josiah Shimmel Lanse Clearfield

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net




