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In a January 6th 2025 article, 

radioworld.com reported that an Idaho amateur 

radio operator has be fined by the FCC the sum 

of $34,000 for causing harmful interference with 

communications during a wildfire suppression 

event.  

Amateur Radio Operator Fined $34,000 Any-Alinco
Reprinted with Permission from Ham Radio Blog PD0AC

Alinco, one of the few 

remaining and independent Japanese 

manufacturers, is no more. The 

company itself isn’t bankrupt (it’s not 

that bad yet), but development and 

production seems to be a Chinese affair 

now.

Alinco’s latest VHF/UHF models 

are made by…. AnyTone.  The first hint 

that there was something going on, 

was when I compared the specs of 

Alinco radios with comparable AnyTone 

models. These were identical, often up 

the the weight in grams.  While the 

looks are still typical Alinco, inside it’s 

another story. The Alinco DR-138 and 

DR-438, two mono-band radios, are 

incarnations of the AnyTone AT-588 

mono-band radios. The ‘all new’ DR-

638 dual-band radio is an incarnation of 

the AnyTone AT-5888.

So why on earth would we buy 

the more expensive Alinco models 

instead of the Chinese brands? It might 

seem pointless to go for Alinco anyway, 

but here are a few reasons I can think 

The ham, Jason Frawley 

WA7CQ, of Lewiston Idaho, was 

cited for an incident that 

happened in 2021.  In the FCC’s 

“notice of liability”, FCC 

Cahirwoman Jessica Rosenworcel 

wrote “You can’t interfere with 

public safety communications. 

Continued on Page 5.

Full stop. So today we propose the largest fine of 

its type for this interference that put fire 

suppression and public safety itself at risk.”

According to the FCC, Frawley operated 

without authorization and interfered with radio 

communications of the U.S. Forest Service, which 

was attempting to direct operations of fire 

suppression aircraft.  Frawley apparently 

interrupted fire suppression activities and was 

advising the firefighters and aircraft personnel of 

hazards at a radio repeater site located at Elk 

Butte. This caused the fire operations section chief 

to leave the  scene of the fire, traveling to 

Frawley’s location and ask him to cease 

operations on the frequency.

Frawley had appealed the forfiture 

but the FCC is unmoved. Frawley 

acknowledged that he operated on a 

frequency without authorization but argued 

that he did not interfere with 

government communications 

and was trying to help. He 

asked for a cancellation or 

reduction but the commission 

has rejected his appeal.  In 

the final order the FCC stated 

“We have fully considered the 

arguments and accompanying financial 

information set forth in Frawley’s NAL 

response and subsequent filings, but we 

find none of them persuasive.”

Read the compete story at  

https://www.radioworld.com/news-and-

business/headlines/ham-operator-must-

pay-in-first-responder-interference-case?

utm_term=704AC3C4-428D-4184-B12E-

F841EBAE0EBC&utm_medium=email&utm

_content=72175CFD-7170-4BF9-A774-

0760107D5173&utm_source=SmartBrief



Clearfield County ACS/RACES

W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

W3PHB - Philipsburg

146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team

K3JRW - Treasure Lake

442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz

Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES

KB3FPN - Reynoldsville

146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn

146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3QW - Altoona

146.820-, PL 123.0 Hz

Local EmComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency:  146.55 MHz

-WXL52 Clearfield

 162.550 MHz

-WXM59 State College

 162.475 MHz

-KZZ42 Reyondlsville

 162.500 MHz

Clearfield County SAME Code

— 042033
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Nets of Interest  

Clearfield County ARC Net

Tuesdays 7 PM  on 147.255+ PL 

173.8 Hz

Treasure Lake Sportmans 

Mondays 8PM on 442.525+ PL 173.8 

Hz

Mondays 8:05PM on 445.525 Mhz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:10PM on 146.457 MHz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:15PM on 147.225+ PL 

173.8 Hz

PARA Weekly Net

Saturdays 9PM on 146.430+1 MHz, 

PL 173.8 Hz

WPA Section DMR Net

Wednesdays 7:30PM on DMR talk 

group 31422 WPA

WPA D-STAR Net

Mondays at 9PM on D-STAR reflector 

REF 63C.

WPA ARES Voice Net

Saturdays 9AM on 3.983 MHz LSB.  

Western PA Phone Traffic Net

Daily at 5PM on 3.983 MHz

PA NBEMS Net

Sundays at 7:30AM on 3583MHz 

USB / 1500 Hz Waterfall, using THOR 

22.  

PEMA ACS Statewide Net

Sundays at 8AM on 3.9935 MHz

PEMA ACS Western PA Area Net

Sundays at 9AM on 39905 MHz.

EmComm Training

The following training is the 

basic training recommeneded for 

those wishing to assist in amateur 

radio emergency communications 

here in Clearfield County.  This 

introduces  participants to the 

fundamentals of emergency 

communications and provides 

instruction on how participants are to 

conduct themselves while serving in 

the field or otherwise activated.

o ARRL’s EC-001 Introduction to 

Amateur Radio Emergency 

Communications (a no-cost

program)

o FEMA ICS-100, ICS-200, IS-700, IS-

800

o The National Weather Service's 

SKYWARM Basic Spotter Training 

program - available on-line.

KEMA Conference 

The Keystone Emergency 

Management Association (KEMA) has 

announce that their 8th Annual 

Pennsylvania Emergency Preparedness 

and Homeland Security Conference will 

be September 28th to 30th, 2025. It will 

be held once again at the Blair County 

Convention Center in Altoona, Blair 

County, PA.

The theme for the 2025 

conference is “Building Resilient 

Communities, Adapting to a Changing 

Landscape” (#KEMACon2025). Per KEMA, 

“This conference promises an engaging 

and dynamic experience that will explore 

ways to strengthen communities and 

promote resilience against natural and 

human made disasters and how 

emergency management strategies and 

approaches must adapt to new 

challenges, such as climate change and 

technological advancements. It’s your 

gateway to a world of diverse 

educational presentations that will unveil 

the latest in concepts, technology, 

processes, and evidence based practices 

within the profession of emergency 

management and homeland security. 

As an attendee, prepare to 

embark on a journey of discovery. You 

can expect to unlock invaluable insights 

and acquire essential skills that will 

empower you to effectively prepare for, 

Continued on Page 5.
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        ◦ Rich Brink N3RBJ

        ◦ John Szwarc N3SPW

        ◦ Chuck Sheaffer KM4NSC

Repeaters

    • W3CPA 147.255.  

    • All working as expected with no 

issues.

      • WRDV964 462.650+ GMRS 

Repeater.   

    • All working as expected with no 

issues.

    • W3CPA 444.625 DMR repeater.  

        ◦ Repeater is working as 

designed at the temporary location.  

Moving to the new location will occour 

when Allen has “spare time’ to devote 

to this task. 

    • 145.370 D-STAR repeater.  

        ◦ Last week John N3SPW 

received a box of cables and parts 

which were separated from the D-

STAR repeater equipment after the 

Philipsburg group received it from the 

Penn State ARC.  

        ◦ The next step is to build a 

computer that will control the linking 

features of the repeater.

        ◦ We still need an antenna and 

coax.  

        ◦ John N3SPW has submitted an 

application  to the Western PA 

Repeater Council for frequency 

coordination.  

WinLink Project

    • No report.

The following members were in 

attendance:

Dave KC3KHV,  John KC3VQT, Tim 

N3PUL, Tim K5TEL, Ed KC3ZAL, Mike 

WB3EQW, Scott W3EOD, Terry 

KC3TNV, Rich N3RBJ.

The following members had 

perviously informed CCARC offers 

they could not attend:

John N3SPW

The following guests and/or 

perspective members were in 

attendance:

Brain Bullers – GMRS call sign 

WSGF647

The meeting was called to order by 

Vice-President Rich N3RBJ at 7:02 PM.

Finances:

    • Current Balance from Treasurer 

Mike WB3EQW was $747.00

    • Donations received today total 

$80.

    • Expected balance after today’s 

donations are deposited will be 

$827.00

Membership

    • The pending membership of John 

Baumbarger KC3VQJ of Houtzdale 

was voted on and approved.  

    • Brian Bullers completed a 

membership application and 

submitted it at today’s meeting.  His 

membership will be pending until 

voted on at the January meeting.

    • The current roster is being 

published monthly in the CCARC 

CCARC Meeting Minutes
December 19, 2024, 7 PM

newsletter.  

VE Testing

    • Planned testing dates on 2025 

here in Clearfield:

        ◦ Friday April 18 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Friday June 20 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Friday August 15 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Sunday September 14 2025, 11 

AM at Hamfest

    • Planned testing session in 

Ridgeway PA:

        ◦ Saturday March 29. 9:30AM 

(Hallton Church, Evergreen Drive, 

Ridgway)

    • To become certified as VE 

Examiners in the Laurel VEC program 

we need to have our team observe the 

administration of serval VE 

examination sessions with Mary and 

her team certifying that we 

understand the process.  

    • Mary’s team will be holding 

sessions in Ridgeway.  She is going to 

send a list of dates so we can have 

our team plan to attend.

    • CCARC Members interested in 

becoming Laurel VEC examiners:

        ◦ John Bumbarger KC3VQJ

        ◦ Tim Lumaude N3PUL

        ◦ Steve Smith K3SKS (from 

Treasure Lake - Last time we spoke he 

said he would help us)

    • The following General Class 

operators would also like to participate 

while they continue to work on 

upgrading to Extra: Continued on Page 4.



UPCOMING 
CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS
•CCARC January Meeting. 

Thursday January 23rd 2025, 7 

PM at Clearfield County EMA 

Building, 911 Leonard St., 

Clearfield.

•CCARC Weekly Net.  

Tuesdays at 7 PM on the 

147.255+ repeater.  PL Tone 

173.8 Hz.  All licensed amateur 

radio operators are welcome to 

check-in.

•CCARC Banquet.

Friday May 9th 2025 at the 

Clearfield VFW, 1145 Industrial 

Park Rd., Clearfield.

•CCARC Hamfest.

Sunday September 14th 2025 at 

the Clearfield County 

Fairgrounds - Ag Building.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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Continued from Page 3.
Club Net

    • We have three net control station 

taking turns at running the net.  Rich 

N3RBJ, Tim K5TEL, and John N3SPW.

    • Please plan to join us on the net, 

every Tuesday evening 7 PM on the 

147.255 repeater.  

CCARC Spring Banquet

    • Details arranged by Mike WB3EQW 

as directed at the November meeting:

        ◦ Friday May 9th 2025 at the 

Clearfield VFW

        ◦ Spouses and guests welcome

        ◦ Ordering off the menu

Hamfest

    • Hamfest Committee appointed by 

by President Chuck KM4NSC at the 

November meeting:

                • John N3SPW

                • Chuck KM4NSC

                • Tim N3PUL

    • Clearfield Fair Grounds Grange and 

Agriculture Building is reserved for our 

event on Sunday September 14th .  We 

are going to need all the help we can 

get.  If possible please plan to help set 

up on Friday September 13th.

    • Hamfest Door Prizes have been 

arranged and will be provided by:

            ▪ DX Engineering

            ▪ Hammond Manufacturing

            ▪ N3FJP Amateur Radio 

Software

            ▪ Mastrant Antenna Guying 

Hardware

            ▪ Bioenno Power

            ▪ Digirig

            ▪ Radioddity

    • Tentative Meeting Room Program:

        ◦ 9AM   ARRL ARES Meeting

        ◦ 9:30AM  National Weather 

Service will present SkyWarn Basic 

Spotter Training

        ◦ 11AM  ARRL WPA Section 

Manager and ARRL Atlantic Division 

Director Q&A

        ◦ 11:30AM  VE Testing Session

    • Based on information provided by 

both ARRL officials and organizers from 

other hamfests, we are planning for 

approximately 200 to 300 attendees. 

Of course factors such as the weather 

will play a hand in this, but this is a 

best guess for our first year.

    • Our Hamfest has been approved 

by the ARRL as a “ARRL Sanctioned 

Event”.  It is currently listed on the 

ARRL web site and will appear in the 

September issue of QST magazine.  

    • The draft hamfest flier was 

distributed to those present and 

several errors were noted.  Rich will 

return info to John N3SPW for 

correction.  

EMA Radio Room Update

    • John N3SPW has obtained a price 

quote form DX Engineering for a 

AnyTone AT=D578III Plus transceiver 

and programming software package.  

        ◦ This has been forwarded to EMA 

911 Coordinator, Kylie Collins, for 

consideration.

        ◦ If approved, this radio would 

add DMR capabilities to the EMA 

center radio room.

    • GMRS Classes to be presented by 

Bob KC3KVS.

        ◦ No update

2025 CCARC Officers will preside over 

January meeting:

President  -  Tim N3PUL

Vice-President -- John N3SPW

Secretary  -- Rich N3RBJ

Treasurer -- Ed KC3ZAL

Director -- Tim K5TEL (Term would 

expire 12/31/2027)

Terms begin on January 1st 2025 and 

expire on December 31st 2025.  

New Business

    • None

January Meeting Date

    • In January we will resume 

meeting on the 4th Thursday of the 

month.  

Meeting Closing.

    • Vice President Rich N3RBJ closed 

the meeting at 7:20 PM.  

Following the meeting Scott W3EOD 

presented a program about the DMR 

digital mode and our new DMR 

repeater.  



CCARC Membership Roster
Call First Last City County

K3CWP Carmine Prestia State College Centre

K3DML Dana Leet Clearfield Clearfield

K3HOC Allen Hocker Woodland Clearfield

K3SKS Steve Smith DuBois Clearfield

K5TEL Tim Leet Clearfield Clearfield

N3RBJ Rich Brnik Grassflat Clearfield

KC3KHV Dave Marinowski La Jose Clearfield

KC3MRI Bill Ogden  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3TNV Terry Round Olanta Clearfield

KC3VQJ John Bumbarger Houtzdale Clearfield

KC3ZAL Ed Kumm  Clearfield Clearfield

KE3M Ken Keefer Macungie Lehigh

KM4NSC Chuck Shaffer Clearfield Clearfield

N3IYZ Rick Hummel Clearfield Clearfield

N3PUL Tim Lumadue Clearfield Clearfield

N3RTK Harvey Hagg Clearfield Clearfield

N3SPW John Szwarc West Decatur Clearfield

N3ZFX Janet Hagg Clearfield Clearfield

W3EOD Scott Rummings Brisbin Clearfield

W3GAF Greg Fenn Brockway Jefferson

WB3EQW Mike Errigo Clearfield Clearfield

KC3ZEI Doug Wallace Curwensville Clearfield

KC3ZUF Josiah Shimmel Lanse Clearfield
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VE Testing 
Sessions

Test Sessions are scheduled 

for the following dates at the 

Clearfield County Emergency 

Management Agency Building, 

Conference Room, 911 Leonard 

Street, Clearfield PA:

•Friday April 18 2025, 7 PM

•Friday June 20 2025, 7 PM

•Friday August 15 2025, 7 PM

Test Sessions are scheduled for the 

following dates at the Central PA 

Hamfest, Clearfield County Fair 

Grounds, Agriculture Building:

•Sunday September 14 2025, 8 AM

of:

•Warranty. Alinco dealers and service 

centers are present in most countries.

•Alinco doesn’t use those dreaded-

and-hated-by-everyone RJ-45 

connectors for the microphone, but a 

classic 8-pin plug.

•The front panel’s design looks much 

better, and appears to be better 

organized.

That’s where Alinco’s advantages end 

though. Maybe this cross-pollination 

is our own fault. We wanted cheap 

stuff, we got cheap (sometimes 

crappy) stuff. On a price level, a 

Membership Box Score

December 2023: 13
December 2024: 23

respond to, and recover from 

emergencies. This is your golden 

opportunity to fortify your knowledge 

and expand your professional network 

by engaging with industry experts and 

peers.”

Submissions for conference 

presentation proposals open January 6, 

2025. Radio amateurs have presented 

at this conference in the past. The key 

to a successful Amateur Radio related 

presentation proposal submission is to 

tie the presentation to the conference 

theme, focus, and audience. Details on 

how to submit a conference 

presentation proposal are available at 

https://kema pa.com/annual meeting ‐

conference.
To learn more about KEMA, 

please go to their web site at https://

kema pa.com.

Conference
Continued from Page 2.

Any-Alinco
Continued from Page 1.

manufacturer of top notch 

equipment can’t compete with crap. 

Period.  I’m not saying these 

particular Alinco radios are bad (I 

just don’t know, didn’t have my 

hands on one yet), but seeing the 

same design over and over again 

makes one sad. If you would like to 

see a review here, please let me 

know and I’ll see what I can do.

Domo arigato Alinco, we’ve 

had a great time together. Let’s have 

a few minutes of silence, wipe some 

tears away, and bow to the almighty 

Chinese manufacturers.



Central 

Pennsylvania

Hamfest

Sunday September 14 2025
8AM to 1 PM

Clearfield County Fair Grounds

Agriculture Building and surrounding grounds

5615 Park St, Clearfield PA

DOOR PRIZES!
VE Testing!
Food!
Great Deals!
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CCARC Repeaters

W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC’s primary repeater and 

is sponsored by the Clearfield County 

Emergency Management Agency.

W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Temporarly located at a 1,680 FT 

AMSL site overlooking Clearfield.  

Reloaction to Rockton Mountain is in 

progress.

WRDV964 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz

GMRS service repeater is co-located at 

the top of Rockton Mountain with the 

W3CPA 147.255 repeater. In fact the 

repeater controller is shared between 

both repeaters, but on separate 

“ports”.

ARES® Resources

• ARES® Manual [PDF]

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/

ARESmanual2015.pdf

• ARES® Field Resources Manual [PDF]

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf

• ARES® Task Book [Fillable PDF]

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-

FILLABLE-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V2_1_1.pdf

• ARES® Plan [PDF]

http://www.arrl.org/ares-plan

• Emergency Communications Training

https://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training

ARRL Contest
Are you considering becoming 

a member of the ARRL?  Need a little 

incentive?  The ARRL is conducting a 

contest called “Win a Dream Station” 

with one lucky ham winning a sweet 

package of Icom gear for their shack.

Members who join or renew 

their ARRL membership any time from 

January 3 through December 31, 2025, 

are automatically entered into the 

ARRL Sweepstakes and could win a 

dream station from Icom. Not an 

ARRL member?  Consider joining!  

You can also enter by mailing a 

3x5 card stating “Dream Station 

Sweepstakes” together with your 

name, call sign, date of birth, address, 

telephone number and email address 

in an envelope to: PO Box 330035, 

West Hartford, CT 06133, Attn: ARRL 

Dream Station Sweepstakes.  Mailed 

entries must be postmarked by 

December 31, 2025, and received by 

January 7, 2026. If entering by mail, 

only one (1) entry per outer envelope, 

and no photocopied or otherwise 

reproduced entries will be accepted.

Prize winner must be a FCC-

licensed Amateur Radio 

Operator at the time of 

entry and when the 

winner responds to 

being 

selected.  Employees, 

Officers, Directors, Vice 

Directors, and Section 

Managers of Sponsor, 
Sponsor’s affiliates, Sponsor’s 

advertising and promotion agencies 

and the immediate family members 

(meaning spouses, parents, siblings, 

children and their respective spouses) 

and members of the households of 

the foregoing individuals are not 

eligible.  Employees, Directors and 

Officers of Icom America, Inc., and the 

immediate family members (meaning 

spouses, parents, siblings, children 

and their respective spouses) and 

members of the households of the 

foregoing individuals are not eligible. 
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