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The Clearfield County Amateur Radio 

Club has applied for recognition by the American 

Radio Relay League as a Special Services Club 

(SSC).  The process is ongoing with a revised 

version of the application currently pending 

CCARC Applies for ARRL Special 
Services Club Designation

New DMR Repeater 
at Penfield

On Monday February 17th a new 

DMR Brandmeister digital repeater was 

placed into service at Penfield, Clearfield 

County.  The repeater is located on Boone 

Mountain. The tower used is believed to 

be owned by the Elk County Office of 

Emergency Services.  

The repeater's call sign is N3RZL, 

the call sign of Mike McAllister who is 

known to be affiliated with Elk County 

emergency services.  At an elevation of 

over 2,300 feet above mean sea level, 

this repeater is a wide-area coverage 

machine and should provide a second 

DMR repeater access to a large portion of 

Clearfield County, as well as Jefferson, 

Elk, Cameron Counties.   

Here are the details:

Call Sign: N3RZL

Repeater Number: 314468

City:  Penfield

Frequency:  442.350 MHz +5 MHz offset.

Brandmeister data page:  

https://brandmeister.network/?

page=device&id=314468

before ARRL officials 

for approval.

According to 

the ARRL, a Special 

Services Club is an 

organization that 

goes above and 

beyond typical club 

activities.  They are leaders in their amateur radio 

communities providing training classes, publicity 

programs and actively perusing technical projects 

and operating activities.  Participation in the SSC 

program means a more ambitious vision for the 

club.  By taking a more active role in the amateur 

radio community we will create a stronger, more 

effective amateur radio presence in out local area.

In our Special Services Club application 

we cited the re-establishment of regular VE 

Testing Sessions here in Clearfield County as a 

resource allowing the development of newly 

licensed Technician Class amateur radio 

operators.  In addition, our close 

relationship with the Clearfield County 

Emergency Management Agency was also 

discussed as well as several recent 

initiatives including the construction of a 

DMR repeater and our first hamfest which is 

scheduled for September.  

As a Special Services Club CCARC 

would agree to further develop our skills in 

several specialized areas outlined in the 

ARRL’s Active Club On-line Primer 

document.  These include new ham 

development and training, public relations, 

emergency communications, school club 

support, technical advancement, operating 

activities and more.  

The ARRL Western Pennsylvania 

Section Manager, Joe W3BC, had rejected 

our initial application citing a lack of detail 

on several topics.  After some discussion, 

the application was revised to include the 

needed detail and resubmitted to the ARRL 

for consideration.  The revised  application 

is currently pending final approval by ARRL 

officials.  CCARC is looking forward to 

receiving this badge of recognition.  



Clearfield County ACS/RACES

W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

W3PHB - Philipsburg

146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team

K3JRW - Treasure Lake

442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz

Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES

KB3FPN - Reynoldsville

146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn

146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3QW - Altoona

146.820-, PL 123.0 Hz

Local EmComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency:  146.55 MHz
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Nets of Interest  

Clearfield County ARC Net

Tuesdays 7 PM  on 147.255+ PL 

173.8 Hz

Treasure Lake Sportmans 

Mondays 8PM on 442.525+ PL 173.8 

Hz

Mondays 8:05PM on 445.525 Mhz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:10PM on 146.457 MHz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:15PM on 147.225+ PL 

173.8 Hz

PARA Weekly Net

Saturdays 9PM on 146.430+1 MHz, 

PL 173.8 Hz

WPA Section DMR Net

Wednesdays 7:30PM on DMR talk 

group 31422 WPA

WPA D-STAR Net

Mondays at 9PM on D-STAR reflector 

REF 63C.

WPA ARES Voice Net

Saturdays 9AM on 3.983 MHz LSB.  

Western PA Phone Traffic Net

Daily at 5PM on 3.983 MHz

PA NBEMS Net

Sundays at 7:30AM on 3583MHz 

USB / 1500 Hz Waterfall, using THOR 

22.  

PEMA ACS Statewide Net

Sundays at 8AM on 3.9935 MHz

PEMA ACS Western PA Area Net

Sundays at 9AM on 39905 MHz.

On Thursday February 13th CCARC held its first "radio night" at the 

Clearfield County EMA building.  We had a total of eight members in 

attendance and by all accounts everyone who attended enjoyed themselves. 

The purpose of Radio Nights is threefold, first to provide for a periodic test of 

the amateur radio equipment at the EMA center, second to allow members 

the opportunity to learn from others, and third to get on air and have some 

fun.

During the evening the Icom IC-7300 was powered up and, under the 

guidance of Lars KB3WBT, the group installed some software on Ed KC3ZAL's 

laptop and watched the FT8 radio signals coming in. Yes, some stations even 

from far away lands like Africa!  Unfortunately the antenna seemed to be 

having an SWR issue so we couldn't transmit.  But receiving works just fine.  

Plans are to have this issue taken care of prior to the next Radio Night. 

Going forward Radio Nights will be held on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month starting at 7PM.  Please feel free to join us.  And there is no penalty if 

you bring a friend.  

Radio Night
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Repeaters

    • W3CPA 147.255.  

    • This repeater was reported to 

have been off air on January 12th.  

Through the quick action of Allen 

K3HOC the repeater was returned to 

service later the same day.  

      • WRDV964 462.650+ GMRS 

Repeater.   

    • All working as expected with no 

issues.

    • W3CPA 444.625 DMR repeater.  

        ◦ On Sunday January 12th Allen 

K3HOC relocated the DMR repeater to 

the Rockton Mountain tower site.  

Initial testing of the relocated 

repeater was conducted with with Tim 

K5TEL who was using an HT in the 

Bigler PA area as well as Paul W3PRL  

over the WPA talk group.  The 

repeater appears to be functioning as 

planned.  Coverage extends East to 

about Brookville before becoming a 

hilltop repeater, South toward 

Punxsutawney and East to 

Philipsburg.  Allen does not have the 

equipment mounted in cabinets but 

will take care of that task on his next 

trip to the tower site.  

    • 145.370 D-STAR repeater.  

        ◦Ed KC3ZAL reports that he has 

a small form factor computer which 

will run Cent OS operating system.  

This is the operating system the 

DSTAR repeater uses to control 

The following members were in 

attendance:

    • John N3SPW

    • John     NA2BA (formerly KC3VQJ)

    • Tim       N3PUL

    • Tim       K5TEL

    • Ed        KC3ZAL

    • Terry      KC3TNV

    • Rich      N3RBJ

    • Ken KE3M

    • Josiah KC3ZAL

    • Harvey N3RTK

The following members had 

perviously informed CCARC offers 

they could not attend:

    • None

The following guests and/or 

perspective members were in 

attendance:

    • Brain Bullers – GMRS call sign 

WSGF647

The meeting was called to order by 

President Tim N3PUL at 7:03 PM.

Finances:

    • Current Balance from Treasurer 

Ed KC3ZAL was $827.00

    • Donations received today total 

$173.

    • Expected balance after today’s 

donations are deposited will be 

$1,000.00

Membership

    • The pending membership of 

Brian Bullers was voted on and 

approved.  Brian is now an Associate 

member.

CCARC Meeting Minutes
January 23, 2025, 7 PM

    • Received membership 

applications from the following 

individuals:

        ◦ Paul W3PRL

        ◦ Jerry GMRS Call Sign WSFU533.

    • Both applications for membership 

are accepted and will become final 

after being voted on at the February 

2025 meeting.

    • The current roster is being 

published monthly in the CCARC 

newsletter.  

VE Testing

    • Planned 2025 testing dates here 

in Clearfield:

        ◦ Friday April 18 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Friday June 20 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Friday August 15 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Sunday September 14 2025, 11 

AM at Hamfest

    • Planned testing session in 

Ridgeway PA:

        ◦ Saturday March 29. 9:30AM 

(Hallton Church, Evergreen Drive, 

Ridgway)

    • To become certified as VE 

Examiners in the Laurel VEC program 

we need to have our team observe the 

administration of serval VE 

examination sessions with Mary and 

her team certifying that we 

understand the process.  CCARC 

members interested in becoming 

Laurel VEC Examiners are strongly 

encouraged to attend the Ridgeway 

test session for training. Continued on Page 4.

Central 

Pennsylvania

Hamfest

Sunday September 14 2025
8AM to 1 PM

Clearfield County Fair Grounds

Agriculture Building and surrounding grounds

5615 Park St, Clearfield PA

DOOR PRIZES!
VE Testing!
Food!
Great Deals!



-WXL52 Clearfield
 162.550 MHz
-WXM59 State College
 162.475 MHz
-KZZ42 Reyondlsville
 162.500 MHz

Clearfield County SAME Code— 
042033

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

CCARC Newsletter - February 20245- Page 4

Meeting Minutes - January 23, 2025, 7 PM

Continued from Page 3.
operations.  Ed will bring it to the next 

meeting,

        ◦ We still need an antenna and 

coax.  

WinLink Project

    • No report.

Club Net

    • Tim K5TEL reports that we could 

use additional stations willing to serve 

as net control stations. 

Rich N3RBJ reports that we are 

averaging 10 to 12 check-ins per week. 

 

    • Please plan to join us on the net, 

every Tuesday evening 7 PM on the 

147.255 repeater.  

CCARC Spring Banquet

    •Planned for Friday May 9th 2025 at 

the Clearfield VFW

        ◦ Spouses and guests welcome

        ◦ Ordering off the menu

Hamfest

    • Tim N3PUL did some research on 

the following topics:

        ◦ Food Service.  If we handle the 

sale of food at the hamfest we should 

be able to operate under the fair’s Safe 

Serv for Food credentials.

        ◦ Small games of chance licenses 

are required for sale of raffle tickets.  

We have the choice of purchasing a 30 

day license for $30 or an annual license 

for $125.  After a brief discussion it was 

decide that the 30 day license makes 

the most sense.  Tim will inquire about 

the steps involved in obtaining the 

actual permit and license number so 

we can have tickets printed.  

    • The hamfest flier needs to be 

converted to gray-scale before being 

printed to reduce costs.  John N3SPW 

will have this available at the next 

meeting.

EMA Radio Room Update

    • A price quote from DX Engineering 

for a AnyTone AT-D578III Plus 

transceiver and programming software 

package was forwarded to EMA 911 

Coordinator, Kylie Collins, for 

consideration.  She was going to speak 

to Dave for discussion and/or approval.

    • Tim N3PUL volunteered to follow 

up with Kylie for an update.

New Business

    • Public Information Officer

        ◦ John N3SPW discussed how it 

appears CCARC meets the written 

qualifications of an ARRL Special 

Services Club with the exception of the 

fact that we do not have a Public 

Information Officer(PIO) appointed.  

        ◦ Following a brief discussion John 

KC3VQJ accepted an appointment as 

PIO for CCARC.  

        ◦ Club Secretary Rich N3RBJ will 

complete the on-line ARRL form for 

application as a Special Services Club.

Radio Room Operations Nights

    • John N3SPW suggested that the 

club hold regular operations nights at 

the Clearfield EMA center amateur 

radio room.  This is both to familiarize 

our members with the equipment at 

the EMA radio room as well as to 

ensure the equipment is in a state 

operational readiness. 

    • Following some discussion all 

present agreed this is a good idea.

    • It was decided that going 

forward we would hold the Radio 

Room Nights on the 2nd Thursday of 

each month at 7 PM.  

    • The first one would be held on 

Thursday February 13th at 7 PM.

February Meeting Date

    • The February meeting will be 

held on the 4th Thursday of the 

month – February 27th at 7 PM.  

Meeting Closing.

    • President Tim N3PUL closed the 

meeting at 7:39 PM.  

Membership Box Score

February 2024: 13
February 2025: 29



CALENDAR 
ITEMS
•CCARC February Meeting. 

Thursday February 27th 2025, 7 

PM at Clearfield County EMA 

Building, 911 Leonard St., 

Clearfield.

•CCARC Radio Nights. 

Thursday March 13th 2025, 7 

PM at Clearfield County EMA 

Building, 911 Leonard St., 

Clearfield.

•CCARC Weekly Net.  

Tuesdays at 7 PM on the 

147.255+ repeater.  PL Tone 

173.8 Hz.  All licensed amateur 

radio operators are welcome to 

check-in.

•CCARC Banquet.

Friday May 9th 2025 at the 

Clearfield VFW, 1145 Industrial 

Park Rd., Clearfield.

•CCARC Hamfest.

Sunday September 14th 2025 at 

the Clearfield County 

Fairgrounds - Ag Building.

CCARC Membership Roster
Call GMRS City County

K3CWP WREI697 Carmine State College Centre

K3DML Dana Clearfield Clearfield

K3HOC WQPZ506 Allen Woodland Clearfield

K3SKS Steve DuBois Clearfield

K5TEL WRFM300 Tim Clearfield Clearfield

KB3WBT Lars Clearfield Clearfield

KC3KHV WSDN531 Dave  La Jose Clearfield

KC3MRI Bill  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3TNV WRKM346 Terry Olanta Clearfield

KC3ZAL WRZC847 Ed  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3ZEI Doug Curwensville Clearfield

KC3ZUF WSDX374 Josiah  Lanse Clearfield

KD3AIG Dave Bellefonte Centre

KE3M Ken Macungie Lehigh

KM4NSC Chuck Clearfield Clearfield

N3IYZ Rick Clearfield Clearfield

N3PUL WRQI85 Tim Clearfield Clearfield

N3RBJ WQWL596 Rich Grassflat Clearfield

N3RTK WSAB693 Harvey Clearfield Clearfield

N3SPW WRQF512 John West Decatur Clearfield

N3ZFX Janet Clearfield Clearfield

NA2BA John Houtzdale Clearfield

W3EOD WRDV946 Scott  Brisbin Clearfield

W3GAF Greg Brockway Jefferson

W3PRL WRQJ293 Paul New Kensington Westmoreland

WB3EQW Mike Clearfield Clearfield

WSGF647 Brian Clearfield Clearfield

WSFU533 Jerry Clearfield Clearfield
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W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC’s primary repeater and 

is sponsored by the Clearfield County 

Emergency Management Agency.

W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Repeater DMR ID:  314287.  This 

repeater provide wide-area DMR 

coverage for Clearfield County and the 

surrounding regions.

VE Testing 
Sessions

Test Sessions are scheduled 

for the following dates at the 

Clearfield County Emergency 

Management Agency Building, 

Conference Room, 911 Leonard 

Street, Clearfield PA:

•Friday April 18 2025, 7 PM

•Friday June 20 2025, 7 PM

•Friday August 15 2025, 7 PM

Test Sessions are scheduled for the 

following dates at the Central PA 

Hamfest, Clearfield County Fair 

Grounds, Agriculture Building:

•Sunday September 14 2025, 8 AM

WRDV964 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz

Rockton Mountain

GMRS service repeater is co-located at 

the top of Rockton Mountain with the 

W3CPA 147.255 repeater. 

W3CPA 145.370+ D-STAR

Wallaceton

Off-air/Under Construction.  This new 

repeater will restore D-STAR access to 

Clearfield County when it becomes 

active. 

CCARC Repeaters
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