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For about 18 months the 

Clearfield County ARC has had WinLink 

listed in club meeting minutes every 

month with little to no progress 

mentioned in the more recent months. 

But this is changing and we expect to 

have at least two operational WinLink 

gateways in the very near future.

In the March 2025 CCARC meeting 

John N3SPW announced he was planning 

to travel to Boswell PA, home of Scott 

N3XCC and proprietor of Repeater Builder, 

Inc.  John brought with him two the 

Motorola Radius UHF radios that Allen 

K3HOC had donated for the project.  It 

was determined that they would not tune 

down to the 420MHz frequency range that 

we needed to use without modification.  

The lowest usable frequency was 450 MHz 

which makes them useful for the GMRS 

band, but not the amateur radio 70cm 

band.  So having an operational WinLink 

Gateway at the end of the day was not 

going to happen.  

At Scott N3XCC’s suggestion, John 

ordered two TYT TH-9000D UHF 

transceivers for use with this project.  

They are the easiest to interface with the 

WinLink Project Progresses
audio sound card manufactured by 

Repeater Builder, Inc and allow a direct 

connection via a DB9 jack on the rear of 

the radio.  The next challenge was to set 

up and format the Raspberry Pi Zero 

computers earmarked for the project.  

After about a week of tinkering with the Pi 

Zero computers without any success, John 

turned to Ed KC3ZAL for assistance.  It 

wasn’t long before Ed determined that the 

Raspberry Pi Zero computers were not 

sufficient to run the needed software.  Ed 

suggested upgrading to a Raspberry Pi 

model 5.   The next step is for Ed to 

experiment with a Pi 5 he has at his home 

before we open the two new ones that 

recently arrived.  The idea is to confirm 

that these new computers will work before 

opening them up.  They can be returned if 

incompatible and something else could be 

purchased.  

When finished with these WinLink 

Gateways we will have two operational 

gateways using VARA-FM WinLink at 9600 

baud - the highest speed available on 

WinLink.  Rather than placing these 

gateways at mountain top repeater sites, 

our strategy is to locate them at medium 

profile sites.  This will provide coverage 

to local population centers with the 

added benefit of HT quality signal 

strength in the more immediate area.  

Portable stations using HT’s will have a 

more consistent opportunity to utilize 

the gateways with this approach.  

The downside is that more 

gateways will be required to provide 

county wide coverage than would be 

necessary with a single mountain top 

site approach.  It has been determined 

that four strategically placed gateways 

within Clearfield County would cover 

the large majority of the population 

centers.  Gateways are planned to be 

located in the DuBois, Clearfield, West 

Decatur and Houtzdale areas.  Adding a 

fifth gateway near the Westover/Cherry 

Tree area would fill in coverage to the 

last remaining area without coverage in 

Clearfield County.   Currently two 

gateways are under construction.  To 

complete this project at least two 

additional gateways would be needed, 

or three to provide coverage in the 

Southwestern portion of Clearfield 

County.  



Clearfield County ACS/RACES

W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

W3PHB - Philipsburg

146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team

K3JRW - Treasure Lake

442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz

Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES

KB3FPN - Reynoldsville

146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn

146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3QW - Altoona

146.820-, PL 123.0 Hz

Local EmComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency:  146.55 MHz
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Nets of Interest  

Western PA Phone Traffic Net

Daily at 5PM on 3.983 MHz

Treasure Lake Sportmans 

Mondays 8PM on 442.525+ PL 173.8 

Hz

Mondays 8:05PM on 445.525 Mhz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:10PM on 146.457 MHz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:15PM on 147.225+ PL 

173.8 Hz

WPA D-STAR Net

Mondays at 9PM on D-STAR reflector 

REF 63C.

Clearfield County ARC Net

Tuesdays 7 PM on 147.255+ PL 173.8 

Hz

WPA Section DMR Net

Wednesdays 7:30PM on DMR talk 

group 31422 WPA

WPA ARES Voice Net

Saturdays 9AM on 3.983 MHz LSB.  

PA NBEMS Net

Sundays at 7:30AM on 3583MHz USB / 

1500 Hz Waterfall, using THOR 22.  

PEMA ACS Statewide Net

Sundays at 8AM on 3.9935 MHz

PEMA ACS Western PA Area Net

Sundays at 9AM on 39905 MHz.

Quad County FM Net

Sundays 7PM on 147.315+ PL 173.8Hz

PARA Weekly Net

Saturdays 9PM on 146.430+1 MHz, PL 

173.8 Hz

Rockton Mountain:
What's up there?

If you attended the CCARC April Radio Night event you likely recall a 

discussion about repeaters at the top of Rockton Mountain. The conversation 

started with an extension of the discussion about a back-up frequency for our 

nets. But the bigger question was what's up there and who's is it.

Following that discussion we were able to get in touch with Jeff DePolo 

WN3A. Jeff owns the tower site that hosts many of the amateur radio 

repeaters on Rockton Mountain. So here's the straight scoop on what's what 

up there:

    • 147.390. Currently off air.   The trustees plan is to replace the repeater 

hardware later this summer and operate it as a stand alone repeater with no 

active links.  

    • 145.270, Currently on the air and operating perfectly.  Call sign is 

W3WAN.   The plan is to link this repeater full time to the WAN repeater 

network later this summer.  

    • 52.9 6 Meter FM repeater.  Currently off air.  Call sign was N5NWC.  There 

are no active plans to return this repeater to operation although the 

equipment is still in the tower shack and it could return on a different 

frequency.   

    • The 441.700 N3KZ analog FM repeater is operational and currently not 

linked. The plan is connect this repeater to the WAN as the 147.390 repeater 

later this summer.  

    • 443.000 DMR.  WR3IRS.   Operational and are connected to the Interstate 

c-Bridge network.

    • 147.165 DMR.  WR3IRS.  Operational and are connected to the Interstate 

c-Bridge network.

    • 147.315 N3QC.  Analog FM.  Operated by the Quad County ARC. Off the 

air due to issues beyond their control.  This repeater is expected to be 

relocated in the near future.

    • 442.950 N3QC.  Analog FM.  Operated by the Quad County ARC. Off the 

air due to issues beyond their control.  This repeater is expected to be 

relocated in the near future. 

These repeaters, of course, are in addition to the CCARC repeaters 

which are listeted elsewhere in this newsletter.  



CCARC Newsletter - April 2025 - Page 3

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

        ◦ Working as expected with no 

known issues.

    • WRDV946 462.650+ GMRS 

Repeater.

        ◦ All working as expected with 

no issues.

    • W3CPA 444.625 DMR repeater.  

        ◦ Working as expected with no 

known issues. 

    • 145.370 D-STAR repeater.  

        ◦ Controller Configuration

            ▪ Ed KC3ZAL has made 

progress with configuring a computer 

for use with the D-STAR repeater.  

With the computer set up and the 

necessary software installed, Ed now 

needs the serial number and model 

number from our repeater hardware 

before he can proceed.  John N3SPW 

will deliver the repeater hardware to 

Ed allowing to process to continue.  

        ◦ D-STAR Repeater Antenna

            ▪ John N3SPW is planning to 

travel to Boswell PA on April 9th and 

will pick up the recently purchased 

repeater antenna at that time.  

WinLink Project

    • John N3SPW reports that when he 

is picking up the D-STAR antenna, 

Scott N3XCC is going to help him 

finish the club’s first WinLink 

Gateway.  This will use one of the four 

UHF transceivers that Allen K3HOC 

had donated for the project.  If all 

goes well, when John returns on April 

The following members were in 

attendance:

    • John  NA2BA

    • Tim  N3PUL

    • Tim  K5TEL

    • Ed  KC3ZAL

    • Terry  KC3TNV

    • Rich N3RBJ

    • Josiah KC3ZUF

    • Allen K3HOC

    • Harvey N3RTK

    • Brian KD3AYB

    • John N3SPW

The following members had 

perviously informed CCARC offers 

they could not attend:

    • Mike WB3EQW

The following guests and/or 

perspective members were in 

attendance:

    • none

 The meeting was called to order by 

President Tim N3PUL at 7:07 PM.

Finances:

    • Current Balance reported by 

Treasurer Ed KC3ZAL to be $445.

    • Donations received today total 

$120

    • Expected balance after today’s 

donations are deposited will be $565.

    • No outstanding invoices at this 

time.

Membership

    • The pending membership 

applications were voted on:

        ◦ Jack N3MUX of Clearfield

CCARC Meeting Minutes
March 27, 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ David KD3AIG of Bellefonte, 

Centre County

        ◦ Jerry GMRS Call Sign WSFU533.

        ◦ All three were approved:  Jack 

N3MUX is now a Full Member and both 

David KD3AIG and Jerry WSFU533 are 

now an Associate members.  

    • Received membership 

applications from the following 

individuals:

        ◦ none

    • The current roster is being 

published monthly in the CCARC 

newsletter.  

VE Testing

    • Establishment of Clearfield 

County VE Testing Team

        ◦ Mary from the Laurel VE Team 

in Ridgeway is sponsoring our new 

Laurel VE Team.  As such, she and her 

team are responsible to train us in 

administering examinations.  We have 

been requested to attend the Saturday 

March 29th VE Exam Session in 

Ridgeway to observe the process.  

Plans are to meet at the Clearfield Mall 

parking lot and carpool to Ridgeway.

    • Planned 2025 testing dates here 

in Clearfield:

        ◦ Friday April 18 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Friday June 20 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Friday August 15 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Sunday September 14 2025, 11 

AM at Hamfest

Repeaters

    • W3CPA 147.255. Continued on Page 4.

Central 

Pennsylvania

Hamfest

Sunday September 14 2025
8AM to 1 PM

Clearfield County Fair Grounds

Agriculture Building and surrounding grounds

5615 Park St, Clearfield PA

DOOR PRIZES!
VE Testing!
Food!
Great Deals!



www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

CCARC Newsletter - April 20245- Page 4

Meeting Minutes - March 27, 2025, 7 PM

Continued from Page 3.
9th we should have a working UHF 

gateway ready ti install.

Club Net

    • John N3SPW suggested that we 

should appoint someone to act as a Net 

Manager for our weekly net.  This 

person would be responsible to 

manage the rotation of Net Control 

Station duties and any other issues 

that arise pertaining to the net.

        ◦ After a brief discussion it was 

decided that Josiah KC3ZUF and Tim 

K5TEL are appointed as Co-Net 

Managers for the remainder of 2025.  

    • Tim K5TEL brought up to topic of 

net participation and the 7PM net time. 

 After a brief discussion is was decided 

to keep the net at 7PM on Tuesdays.

    • John N3SPW reports that last 

months discussion and offer of a 

reciprocal back-up frequency for club 

nets and activities was relayed to Quad 

County ARC President Joe W3BC.  There 

has no response from Joe.  John is 

directed to make a second inquiry.  

Hamfest

    • Tim NA2BA had spoken with staff 

at local radio station WOKW-FM.  They 

are willing to run public service 

announcements to promote our 

hamfest.

    • Harvey N3RTK suggested we also 

contact BigFoot Country. 

    • Harvey N3RTK suggested we start 

a concentrated effort to promote the 

hamfest on local radio nets.  All 

members participating in any radio net 

are encouraged to promote the Central 

PA Hamfest which will be held on 

Sunday September 14th at the 

Clearfield County Fair Grounds in the 

Grange building.  More information can 

be found on the Clearfield County 

Amateur Radio Club’s web site at 

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net.

    • The Small games of chance 

license application has not yet 

completed.

Radio Nights

    • The second Radio Night was held 

on Thursday March 13th at the 

Clearfield EMA amateur radio facility.  

    • We had a total of 10 hams in 

attendance.

    • Future Radio Nights will be held on 

the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7 

PM.  

Clearfield EMA Radio Room Update

    • The recently purchased AnyTone 

AT-D578III Plus transceivers have been 

programmed by Rich N3RBJ and are 

ready for use.   

    • Rich N3RBJ has donated a “new to 

us” computer for use as a WinLink 

computer at the EMA.  The computer is 

set up and installed.  

    • HF Antenna.  

        ◦ Lars KB3WBT is donating a 

cobweb HF antenna for use at the 

EMA.  The thinking is that this could be 

installed on the fence line as a 

secondary antenna.  Allen K3HOC said 

that if we provide him with the details 

he can seek approval from the county.

        ◦ Allen K3HOC reports that Carl 

and staff at Center Communications 

are working on obtaining an suitable 

antenna for use at the EMA and will 

install it soon.  

Special Service Club Application 

Status

    • CCARC ‘s application to be 

recognized as a Special Service Club 

has been approved and finalized by 

the American Radio Relay League.

    • There was a breif discussion 

about what a Special Service Club is 

and what it means to us.    

Bob Snyder KC3KVS 

At our last meeting Bob had donated 

a mobile GMRS transceiver for use at 

the Clearfield County EMA in an 

effort to integrate GMRS operations 

into the EMA radio room.  John 

N3SPW suggested that the club 

should provide Bob with a formal 

thank you for the donation.  Club 

Secretary Rich N3RBJ agreed to send 

the thank you.  

New Business

    • SKYWARN 

        ◦ On March 18th a severe storm 

moved through Clearfield County 

and the first SKYWARN Weather Net 

was held in  Clearfield County in 

more than two decades.  Eight 

amateur radio stations participated 

with Tim K5TEL jumping in as Net 

Control.  Also on frequency was 

WX3CTP, the National Weather 

Continued on Page 5.



-WXL52 Clearfield
 162.550 MHz
-WXM59 State College
 162.475 MHz
-KZZ42 Reyondlsville
 162.500 MHz

Clearfield County SAME Code— 
042033
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Service State College station.  

        ◦ Net Script:  Following our 

recent Skywarn activation, John 

N3SPW felt we needed to be a bit 

more organized in our response.  To 

aid that effort John presented a 

formalized Clearfield County Skywarn 

Net Scrip for adoption.  Several 

changes were suggested.  John is to 

update the script and make it 

available for use when appropriate.  

    • Simulated Emergency Test – 

Saturday April 15th.

        ◦ The Western PA ARES, Eastern 

PA ARES and the Pennsylvania Red 

Cross will be conducting a state-wide 

SET on Saturday April 15th from 10AM 

to Noon.  Here in Clearfield County we 

are expecting to have three teams 

participating  Our Clearfield area 

Team, the Philipsburg area team and 

the Treasure Lake team.  

        ◦ Anyone interested in 

participating is asked to contact John 

N3SPW.

    • PEMA Regional Mobile Command 

Vehicle

        ◦ Scott Mignot, the Clearfield 

County EMA Director, recently 

informed us that the local PEMA 

region recently took possession of a 

new command vehicle.  It is housed at 

the Elk County EMA garage.  

        ◦ This vehicle is equipped a 

Tarheel antenna on the roof for 

amateur operations.  

        ◦ Allen K3HOC has suggested to 

the county and others the possibility 

of including several “go kits” of 

portable equipment which could 

quickly be deployed at remote site 

when needed.  

    • Portable EmComm Repeater

Meeting Minutes - March 27, 2025, 7 PM

Continued from Page 4.
        ◦ About 15 years ago 70 cm 

band portable repeater was built as a 

project of the Clearfield County 

ARES, Centre County ARES, Blair 

County ARES and the Philipsburg 

ARA.  Rich N3RBJ mentioned that this 

repeater was last known to be in the 

possession fo Carmine K3CWP in 

State College.  

        ◦ John N3SPW was asked to 

inquire about the current location 

and status of this equipment.  

    • 444.900 Repeater

        ◦ Harvey N3RTK reports that 

Rick N3IYZ and Ed K3EDD are in the 

process of reinstating the 444.900 

repeater which operated from a site 

near the Clearfield Hospital until 

about 10 years ago.  When complete, 

this will be a low profile machine 

covering the immediate Clearfield 

area.

    • The April meeting will be held on 

the 4th Thursday of the month – April 

24th at 7 PM.  

Meeting Closing.

    • President Tim N3PUL closed the 

meeting at 8:14 PM. 

State College Ham 
Publishd in QST Article

The name Woody Brem and 

his call sign K3YV may ring a bell with 

you.  You may have heard Woody on 

the air if you traveled through the 

Centre County area and monitored 

the State College 146.850 repeater.  

It appears that Woody is becoming 

somewhat of a celebrity now that he 

has his byline published in the ARRL’s 

May 2025 QST magazine.  

The four page article, pages 

30 through 34,  is titled “A Portable 

10-Meter Vertical Antenna” and 

discusses a Nittany Amateur Radio 

Club (NARC) construction project 

which club members built at a recent 

meeting.  Several NARC club 

members, including Jessie KN4EZR, 

Johan KC3MVL and Rich KC3AF, were 

pictured in the article performing 

various parts of the construction 

process.  

If you haven’t read the article, 

this is a very inexpensive antenna to 

build and is claimed to be “a good 

performer without any quirky 

behavior”.  At the end of the meeting 

everyone who participated was able 

to take their new antenna home with 

them.  

Woody, more properly 

referred to as Ellwood, is a retired RF/

microwave engineer and holds a 

masters degree in electrical 

engineering from Penn State 

University.  Woody has perviously 

been published in QST magazine and 

in 2020 received the Bill Orr W6SAI 

Technical Writing Award form the 

ARRL Foundation.  



CALENDAR 
ITEMS
•CCARC April Meeting. 

Thursday April 24th 2025, 7 PM 

at Clearfield County EMA 

Building, 911 Leonard St., 

Clearfield.

•CCARC Radio Nights. 

Thursday May 8th 2025, 7 PM at 

Clearfield County EMA Building, 

911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

•CCARC Weekly Net.  

Tuesdays at 7 PM on the 

147.255+ repeater.  PL Tone 

173.8 Hz.  All licensed amateur 

radio operators are welcome to 

check-in.

•CCARC Banquet.

Friday May 9th 2025 at the 

Clearfield VFW, 1145 Industrial 

Park Rd., Clearfield.

•CCARC Hamfest.

Sunday September 14th 2025 at 

the Clearfield County 

Fairgrounds - Ag Building.

CCARC Membership Roster
Call GMRS Name City County

K3CWP WREI697 Carmine State College Centre

K3DML Dana Clearfield Clearfield

K3HOC WQPZ506 Allen Woodland Clearfield

K3SKS Steve DuBois Clearfield

K5TEL WRFM300 Tim Clearfield Clearfield

KB3WBT Lars Clearfield Clearfield

KC3KHV WSDN531 Dave  La Jose Clearfield

KC3MRI Bill  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3TNV WRKM346 Terry Olanta Clearfield

KC3ZAL WRZC847 Ed  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3ZEI Doug Curwensville Clearfield

KC3ZUF WSDX374 Josiah  Lanse Clearfield

KD3AIG Dave Bellefonte Centre

KE3M Ken Macungie Lehigh

KM4NSC Chuck Clearfield Clearfield

N3IYZ Rick Clearfield Clearfield

N3PUL WRQI85 Tim Clearfield Clearfield

N3RBJ WQWL596 Rich Grassflat Clearfield

N3RTK WSAB693 Harvey Clearfield Clearfield

N3SPW WRQF512 John West Decatur Clearfield

N3ZFX Janet Clearfield Clearfield

NA2BA John Houtzdale Clearfield

W3EOD WRDV946 Scott  Brisbin Clearfield

W3GAF Greg Brockway Jefferson

W3PRL WRQJ293 Paul New Kensington Westmoreland

WB3EQW Mike Clearfield Clearfield

WSGF647 Brian Clearfield Clearfield

WSFU533 Jerry Clearfield Clearfield

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC’s primary repeater and 

is sponsored by the Clearfield County 

Emergency Management Agency.

W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Repeater DMR ID:  314287.  This 

repeater provide wide-area DMR 

coverage for Clearfield County and the 

surrounding regions.

WRDV946 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz

Rockton Mountain

GMRS service repeater is co-located at 

the top of Rockton Mountain with the 

W3CPA 147.255 repeater. 

W3CPA 145.370+ D-STAR

Wallaceton

Off-air/Under Construction.  This new 

repeater will restore D-STAR access to 

Clearfield County when it becomes 

active. 

CCARC Repeaters

VE Testing 
Sessions

Test Sessions are scheduled 

for the following dates at the 

Clearfield County Emergency 

Management Agency Building, 

Conference Room, 911 Leonard 

Street, Clearfield PA:

•Friday June 20 2025, 7 PM

•Friday August 15 2025, 7 PM

Test Sessions are scheduled for the 

following dates at the Central PA 

Hamfest, Clearfield County Fair 

Grounds, Agriculture Building:

•Sunday September 14 2025, 8 AM


