
JUNE / JULY 2025

NEWSLETTER

CCARC Officers

President: Tim Lumadue N3PUL
Vice President: John Szwarc N3SPW
Secretary: Rich Brnik N3RBJ
Treasurer: Ed Kumm KC3ZAL

CCARC Board of Directors

Director: Scott Rummings W3EOD (Exp. 12/31/2025)
Director: Harvey Haag N3RTK (Exp. 12/31/2026)
Director: Tim Leet K5TEL (Exp. 12/31/2027)

CLEARFILED COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

Bob Famiglio, K3RF, ARRL Atlantic Division 

Director.  Via email to ARRL Members

Pennsylvania’s new distracted 

driving law just went into effect. Many of 

you have asked me about the law and 

whether it affects ham radio operations. 

An interactive mobile device was broadly 

defined in the new law. The law now adds 

to the existing prohibition on texting while 

driving. Use of a cell phone or other 

device being held in your hand is 

generally prohibited. As presented, it 

included hand-held microphones and 

hand-held transceivers. All uses which are 

hands free are generally excepted, but 

few mobile radios have a hands-free 

option, at least not yet.

So is there an exemption for 

hams? Yes, after quite a struggle. Though 

negotiated over some time a few years 

ago - I was present during two 

teleconferencing meetings with the 

sponsoring elected officials - our 

exemption got striped out of the bill at the 

last minute years later and then passed 

the PA legislature. I only heard about the 

last minute change due to the diligence of 

a ham who follows new bills being 

New PA Cell Phone Bill - Includes Amateur Exemption
introduced. Our League should be 

monitoring such laws for you, did for 

years, and then stopped a few years ago.

We had two weeks or so to try and 

add back a reasonable exemption I had 

helped mold a few years before. After 

sending out a message here for help, 

many PA radio clubs stepped up and used 

our circulated talking points why our use 

of radio was different that the causal use 

of consumer devices by the general public. 

I demonstrated this in a video

production sent to legislators a few years 

ago.

We also saw an opportunity to 

partner with our volunteer emergency 

responders who use radio in their personal 

cars in responding to emergencies with 

public safety band radios. That use too 

was not exempt! To my surprise, many of 

our legislators in PA did not realize

volunteer firefighters, EMS and other such 

trained members of the public are not 

stationed at nor responding from a fire 

station or similar facility for a 911 call. 

Rather, we report in on our radios as we 

respond.

PA Representatives needed to be 

educated that the exemption they 

provided for emergency vehicles 

(special plates for EMS and fire trucks) 

did not cover us. To their credit they 

appreciated the problem after 

discussions. I drafted the language for 

both hams and emergency response 

volunteers you see now. Many of you 

made phone calls and sent

letters to your representatives. It 

worked.

The PA Senate voted on the 

updated bill and the PA House then 

voted to accept the changes. You 

should note that other radio services, 

GMRS and CB (if not a commercial 

driver) for example, are not exempted. 

That was not our fight and may have 

been a bridge too far for our efforts. 

Excerpts of the exemptions mentioned 

above are:

(4) a mobile or handheld radio 

being used by a person with an 

amateur radio station license issued by 

the federal communications 

commission; . . .

(6) a device being used 
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Clearfield County ACS/RACES

W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

W3PHB - Philipsburg

146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team

K3JRW - Treasure Lake

442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz

Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES

KB3FPN - Reynoldsville

146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn

146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3QW - Altoona

146.820-, PL 123.0 Hz

Local EmComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency:  146.55 MHz
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Nets of Interest  

Western PA Phone Traffic Net

Daily at 5PM on 3.983 MHz

Treasure Lake Sportmans 

Mondays 8PM on 442.525+ PL 173.8 

Hz

Mondays 8:05PM on 445.525 Mhz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:10PM on 146.457 MHz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:15PM on 147.225+ PL 

173.8 Hz

WPA D-STAR Net

Mondays at 9PM on D-STAR reflector 

REF 63C.

Clearfield County ARC Net

Tuesdays 7 PM on 147.255+ PL 173.8 

Hz

WPA Section DMR Net

Wednesdays 7:30PM on DMR talk 

group 31422 WPA

WPA ARES Voice Net

Saturdays 9AM on 3.983 MHz LSB.  

PARA Weekly Net

Saturdays 9PM on 146.430+1 MHz, PL 

173.8 Hz

PA NBEMS Net

Sundays at 7:30AM on 3583MHz USB / 

1500 Hz Waterfall, using THOR 22.  

PEMA ACS Statewide Net

Sundays at 8AM on 3.9935 MHz

PEMA ACS Western PA Area Net

Sundays at 9AM on 39905 MHz.

Quad County FM Net

Sundays 7PM on 147.315+ PL 173.8Hz

PA statewide intermittent 911 outage

On Friday July 11th the 

Pennsylvania Emergency 

Management Agency, PEMA, sent out 

an Emergency 

Alert informing all 

Pennsylvanians of 

an intermittent 

911 outage that 

was occurring 

across the state.  

The alert went 

out a little after 
4PM in the afternoon.  Not all areas 

were affected and issues were 

occurring at different times. PEMA 

was advising PA residents to use their 

local county non-emergency 911 

numbers to contact dispatch centers. 

Here in Clearfield County 

amateur radio operators were notified 

via email and text message about the 

outage.  We were asked to be on alert 

for any request for service from the 

county should it become necessary.   

County EMA officials were made 
aware of our 

stand-by status 

and readiness to 

assist.  The 

Philipsburg 

EmComm group 

took the 

additional step of 

activating an 
informal net on their 146.43 W3PHB 

repeater with a total of four stations 

participating.  

Thankfully our assistance was 

not required and the 911 system was 

restored to fully operational status.  

Thank you to everyone who stood by 

ready to jump in or participated in the 

Philipsburg informal net.  Your support 

and participation was noted.  

ARRL Atlantic Division Leadership Change
July 15 2025 – Newington CT -- 

Martin “Marty” Newingham, 

AG3I, of Greensburg, Pennsylvania, 

has been appointed Vice Director of 

the ARRL Atlantic Division, effective 

July 15, 2025. 

Newingham will serve the 

remainder of a term that expires 

December 31, 2026.  He replaces 

Martin J. “Marty” Pittinger, KB3MXM, 

who resigned from the position in 

April.  Newingham is an ARRL Life 

Member and a Gold level contributor 

to the ARRL Diamond Club.

 The ARRL Atlantic Division is 

comprised of the ARRL Sections of 

Delaware, Eastern Pennsylvania, 

Maryland-DC, Northern New York, 

Southern New Jersey, Western New 

York and Western Pennsylvania.   
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Bob Famiglio, K3RF, ARR  Atlantic Division Director

June 6 2025 via email to ARRL Members

I am please to report that the PA Governor Josh 

Shapiro recognized the

dedication and efforts of Pennsylvania’s Amateur Radio 

operators in emergency communications and public 

service by proclaiming June 2025 Amateur Radio Month. 

The full text of the proclamation is or will beshown on the 

WPA and the EPA web sites.

A big thank you to my long-time friend Lloyd 

Bankson Roach, K3QNT. Lloyd is our tireless ARRL State 

Government Liaison for both the EPA & WPA Sections. 

Lloyd walks the walk and knows how to get this stuff 

front and center in the public's eye for all our benefit as 

hams. The public takes note of this kind of public 

relations triumph. Make sure and thank Lloyd for his work 

when you see him at the many hamfests in PA where he 

tends to show up or on the air where you will frequently 

find him.

Govenor Decalres June Amateur Radio Month

exclusively by an emergency service responder while 

engaged in the performance of duties; . . .

There are other exemptions but they involve GPS 

use and commercial vehicle drivers (think UPS and such 

using tablets for deliveries). The bottom line is that we 

have a limited exemption to use radio while mobile, but 

let’s not be lulled into a sense of security. You are

still responsible for safe operations regardless. Your use of 

a radio while driving can still be an element of liability if 

you are involved in an accident caused by your distracted 

driving. Let’s show the public how it should be done. Let’s 

be the good guys and gals whether operating while driving 

or not. And I recommend you always carry a copy 

of your FCC license in the glove box. Keep it 

with your registration and such. It is easy enough to print 

out an official copy from your file with the FC C. If an 

officer does not know about the exemption, DO

NOT start an argument. Deal with any exemption in court.

And I have already received a call asking if you are 

using an Echolink or similar remote type operation 

on your phone while driving, are you covered? Well, this 

illustrates why they invented lawyers and how words 

have meaning. While I attempted to offer broader 

language, it was rejected so that no loophole would 

exist for hams to use handheld phones generally - 

use your Bluetooth hands free for the cellphone device.

A prosecutor of an issued ticket would argue 

that the phone used for remote access is not a radio nor 

meant to be included. A defense lawyer would argue it 

is of course a radio (wireless) and it was in use with 

your amateur privileges (see the exemption - ...being 

used by a person with an amateur radio station license 

issued by the federal communications commission). So, 

do so at your own risk if you do not have a PTT 

accessory device allowing the cellphone to stay in a 

holder and be used as a mobile radio. Let’s not push 

this. Welcome to my world as a practicing lawyer. But in 

the end, we dodged the proverbial bullet. Mobile on, but 

let’s keep our eyes on the road.

Cell Phone Law
Continued from Page 1
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CALENDAR 
ITEMS
•CCARC Weekly Net.  

Tuesdays at 7 PM on the 

147.255+ repeater.  PL Tone 

173.8 Hz.  All licensed amateur 

radio operators are welcome to 

check-in.

•CCARC Radio Nights. 

Thursday August 14th 2025, 7 

PM at Clearfield County EMA 

Building, 911 Leonard St., 

Clearfield.

•CCARC July Meeting.
Thursday July 24th 7 PM at 

Clearfield County EMA Building, 

911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

•CCARC Hamfest.

Sunday September 14th 2025 at 

the Clearfield County 

Fairgrounds - Ag Building.

CCARC Membership Roster
Call GMRS Name City County

K3CWP WREI697 Carmine State College Centre

K3DML Dana Clearfield Clearfield

K3HOC WQPZ506 Allen Woodland Clearfield

K3SKS Steve DuBois Clearfield

K5TEL WRFM300 Tim Clearfield Clearfield

KB3WBT Lars Clearfield Clearfield

KC3KHV WSDN531 Dave  La Jose Clearfield

KC3MRI Bill  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3TNV WRKM346 Terry Olanta Clearfield

KC3ZAL WRZC847 Ed  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3ZEI Doug Curwensville Clearfield

KC3ZUF WSDX374 Josiah  Lanse Clearfield

KD3AIG Dave Bellefonte Centre

KE3M Ken Macungie Lehigh

KM4NSC Chuck Clearfield Clearfield

N3IYZ Rick Clearfield Clearfield

N3PUL WRQI85 Tim Clearfield Clearfield

N3RBJ WQWL596 Rich Grassflat Clearfield

N3RTK WSAB693 Harvey Clearfield Clearfield

N3SPW WRQF512 John West Decatur Clearfield

N3ZFX Janet Clearfield Clearfield

NA2BA John Houtzdale Clearfield

W3EOD WRDV946 Scott  Brisbin Clearfield

W3GAF Greg Brockway Jefferson

W3PRL WRQJ293 Paul New Kensington Westmoreland

N3MUX Jack Clearfield Clearfield

WB3EQW Mike Clearfield Clearfield

KD3YB WSGF647 Brian DuBois Clearfield

WSFU533 Jerry Clearfield Clearfield

VE Testing Sessions
Test Sessions are scheduled for 

the following dates at the Clearfield 

County Emergency Management 

Agency Building, Conference Room, 

911 Leonard Street, Clearfield PA:

•Friday August 15 2025, 7 PM

Test Sessions are scheduled for the 

following dates at the Central PA 

Hamfest, Clearfield County Fair 

Grounds, Agriculture Building:

•Sunday September 14 2025, 8 AM

CCARC Field Day 2025
CCARC members once again 

participated in the annual ARRL Field Day 

event which was held this year on June 28 

and 29th.  We were once again set up at 

Harvey N3RTK and Janet N3ZFX's camp 

near Penfield. 

Harvey brought his rig and had an 

off center dipole antenna setup.  In 

addition John N3SPW brought a second HF 

rig and Rich N3RBJ brought a portable HF 

antenna intending to operate a second HF 

station.  Unfortunatley technical issues 

prevented the second station from 

operating but everyone present 

enjoyed themselves.  
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W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC’s primary repeater and 

is sponsored by the Clearfield County 

Emergency Management Agency.

W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Repeater DMR ID:  314287.  This 

repeater provide wide-area DMR 

coverage for Clearfield County and the 

surrounding regions.

WRDV946 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz

Rockton Mountain

GMRS service repeater is co-located at 

the top of Rockton Mountain with the 

W3CPA 147.255 repeater. 

W3CPA 145.370+ D-STAR

Wallaceton

Off-air/Under Construction.  

Announcements will be made  when it 

becomes active. 

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-10

Clearfield

 Grid Square: FN01SB

 Frequency:   440.950 MHz.  Modes 

supported:  Packet, Packet 1200, 

VARAFM and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-11

West Decatur

Grid Square: FN00UW

 Frequency:   440.975 Mhz.   Modes 

supported:  Packet, Packet 1200, 

VARAFM and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-12

Houtzdale 

Grid Square: FN00TT

Off air/Under Construction.   

 Frequency:   441.000 Mhz. Modes 

supported:  Packet, Packet 1200, 

VARAFM and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-13

CCARC Repeaters and Digital Gateways

For Sale
Yaesu FT-950 
Transceiver

Excelent condition.  All bands 

including 6 meters.  $599 and can 

be picked up in New Kensington.  

Price is firm.  Matching speaker is 

also available for $150.

Contact:

Shack America W3PRL

Phone 724-595-7055

DuBois

Grid Square: FN01PD

Off air/Under Construction Grid 

Square: FN00UW

 Frequency:   441.025 Mhz. Modes 

supported:  Packet, Packet 1200, 

VARAFM and VARAFM WIDE

D-STAR Repeater Update
We have been waiting for a 

tower crew to climb the tower for 

routine maintenance to install the 

antenna.  The tower issue that had us 

thinking they were going to be 

attending to the lighting system this 

past spring/summer has cleared 

itself. So it now appears it's going to 

be quite some time before anyone 

climbs the tower.

As a work-around we are 

considering temporarly installing the 

antenna on the fence line of the tower 

site with a 20 foot mast. 

  To test if it would have any 

coverage from such a low vantage 

point at the tower site, on Saturday 

July 19th Rich N3RBJ and John N3SPW 

erected the antenna temporarily at 

the tower site and conducted some 

tests.  

The antenna is a 2-bay Sinclar 

folded dipole array.  The center of the 

array was at 20 feet above ground.  

We set up Rich's mobile radio with 

cross-band repeat and went for a 

ride.  The results were a bit better 

than expected.  Throughout the 

Philipsburg area the signal was neary 

full quieting.  Headed to the West, we 

had valleys without coverage but the 

higher elevations saw the signal come 

back to 3/4 to full scale.  At the 

Clearfield Mall area it was full 

quieting.  Dipping into the Clearfield 

valley saw the signal disappear.  

So it appears it would provide 

some coverage, but nearly as much 
as it will when the antenna is moved 

to the top of the tower.


