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In today’s 

uncertain world, there’s 

one thing we know for 

certain:  Ham radio 

operators like to eat!  No, 

it’s not all about the food, 

but this is an important 

element to any ham radio 

activity.  Like a hamfest, 

for example.

If you have been 

paying attention at recent 

club meetings, you’re 

already aware that Mike 

WB3EQW and his wife 

Carolyn (call sign not yet 

issued) have volunteered 

to head up our food 

Hamfest Food Prepeartions

difficult.  It is expected that we will 

need a total of four people to volunteer in 

the kitchen for the day.  We have two with 

Mike and Carolyn, but we will need two 

more.  Experience is not required and you 

will receive on the job training.  If you are 

interested in volunteering in the kitchen 

please contact Mike WB3EQW directly at 

(814) 574-0997.  

August 23rd Carolyn prepared a 

test run breakfast following the 

exact menu options we plan to 

offer at the hamfest.  Mike reports 

that not only did the resulting 

breakfast look good, it tasted good 

too!  So the consensus is that we 

have breakfast figured out.  Soon a 

test run of the lunch menu is 

planned which we anticipate will 

also pass Mike’s taste test.  

Not only is the food 

important for those attending the 

hamfest, but it is expected to be a 

significant source of revenue for 

the event.  Our goal this year is to 

break even and without the 

kitchen service that would be very 

program for the hamfest.  Carolyn is 

experienced at kitchen service having run 

the kitchen at the Lawrence Township fire 

department for bingo’s and other events.  

And Mike is experienced at being her right 

hand in the kitchen helping out as 

needed.  It’s teamwork that makes it all 

work.

In the interest of preparing for our 

hamfest, on the morning on Saturday 

Our September 14th hamfest 

will be here faster than the blink of an 

eye!  Preparations are underway and 

to aid in planning for this event a 

recurring Zoom meeting has been 

established.  The Zoom meeeting 

happens every Monday at 8 PM 

leading up to the hamfest.  These 

are intended to be quick 20 minute or 

so meetings to bring the group up to 

speed on plans and any issues as they 

arise.  Please join us for these call.  An 

invitation was sent when the Zoom 

meeting was created.  But if you didn’t 

receive it a copy of the invitation is 

below. 

Topic: CCARC Hamfest Planning

Time: 08:00 PM Eastern Time (US and 

Canada)

        Every week on Mon

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/

71342466419?

pwd=NFd9xY2KGDJqPHxUDCsMyTepM

K70q9.1

Meeting ID: 713 4246 6419

Passcode: CCARC

Hamfest Monday 
Zoom Calls

Photo courtesy Mike 

WB3EQW. 



Clearfield County ACS/RACES

W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

W3PHB - Philipsburg

146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz

Treasure Lake EmComm Team

K3JRW - Treasure Lake

442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz

Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES

KB3FPN - Reynoldsville

146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn

146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3QW - Altoona

146.820-, PL 123.0 Hz

Local EmComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency:  146.55 MHz
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Nets of Interest  

Western PA Phone Traffic Net

Daily at 5PM on 3.983 MHz

Treasure Lake Sportmans 

Mondays 8PM on 442.525+ PL 173.8 

Hz

Mondays 8:05PM on 445.525 Mhz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:10PM on 146.457 MHz 

Simplex

Mondays 8:15PM on 147.225+ PL 

173.8 Hz

WPA D-STAR Net

Mondays at 9PM on D-STAR reflector 

REF 63C.

Clearfield County ARC Net

Tuesdays 7 PM on 147.255+ PL 173.8 

Hz

WPA Section DMR Net

Wednesdays 7:30PM on DMR talk 

group 31422 WPA

WPA ARES Voice Net

Saturdays 9AM on 3.983 MHz LSB.  

PARA Weekly Net

Saturdays 9PM on 146.430+1 MHz, PL 

173.8 Hz

PA NBEMS Net

Sundays at 7:30AM on 3583MHz USB / 

1500 Hz Waterfall, using THOR 22.  

PEMA ACS Statewide Net

Sundays at 8AM on 3.9935 MHz

PEMA ACS Western PA Area Net

Sundays at 9AM on 39905 MHz.

Quad County FM Net

Sundays 7PM on 147.315+ PL 173.8Hz

Public Service Opportunities

Submitted by Carmine K3CWP, Centre County ARES Emergency 

Coordinator

We have a number of public service events coming up and we 

need operators.  Here's a list:

    • September 6, Pennsylvania Trail Riders Association Dual Sport Ride in 

Bald Eagle State Forest

        ◦ Contact Carmine Prestia at carmine.prestia@gmail.com

    • September 27, Pennsylvania Environmental Council Public Lands Ride 

in Black Moshannon State Forest.

        ◦ Contact Jason Terosky at jterosky@hotmail.com

    • October 5, Run The Raven Half Marathon in Poe Valley State Park

        ◦ Contact Carmine Prestia at carmine.prestia@gmail.com

    • October 12, Unpaved of the Susquehanna Valley

        ◦ Contact Carmine Prestia at carmine.prestia@gmail.com

    • October 26, Tussey Mountainback

        ◦ Contact Carmine Prestia at carmine.prestia@gmail.com

Please consider volunteering for any or all of these events.  I just 

got the request for the Raven on October 5th.  I'm waiting to hear about 

the Tussey Mountainback.  

Amateur radio represents the only reliable means of 

communication in nearly all of these.  The organizers and participants are 

MOST appreciative of our assistance.  This is also good training for 

emergency operations and occasionally we wind up handling some 

emergency traffic.

-WXL52 Clearfield

 162.550 MHz

Clearfield County SAME Code— 

042033

For Sale: Yaesu FT-950
Excelent condition.  All bands 

including 6 meters.  $599 and can 

be picked up in New Kensington.  

Price is firm.  Matching speaker is 

also available for $150.

Contact: W3PRL @ 724-595-7055
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W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz

Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC’s primary repeater and 

is sponsored by the Clearfield County 

Emergency Management Agency.

W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Repeater DMR ID:  314287.  This 

repeater provide wide-area DMR 

coverage for Clearfield County and the 

surrounding regions.

WRDV946 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz

Rockton Mountain

GMRS service repeater is co-located at 

the top of Rockton Mountain with the 

W3CPA 147.255 repeater. 

W3CPA 145.370+ D-STAR

Wallaceton

Off-air/Under Construction.  

Announcements will be made  when it 

becomes active. 

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-10

Clearfield

 Grid Square: FN01SB

 Frequency:   440.950 MHz.  Modes 

supported:  Packet, Packet 1200, 

VARAFM and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-11

West Decatur

Grid Square: FN00UW

 Frequency:   440.975 Mhz.   Modes 

supported:  Packet, Packet 1200, 

VARAFM and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-12

Houtzdale 

Grid Square: FN00TT

Off air/Under Construction.   

 Frequency:   441.000 Mhz. Modes 

supported:  Packet, Packet 1200, 

VARAFM and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-13

DuBois

Grid Square: FN01PD

Off air/Under Construction Grid Square: 

FN00UW

 Frequency:   441.025 Mhz. Modes 

supported:  Packet, Packet 1200, 

VARAFM and VARAFM WIDE

CCARC Repeaters and Digital 
Gateways

As many of you may know, the 

Philipsburg Amateur Radio Association 

(PARA) operates a weekly GMRS 

service net.  They have released 

some updated information about 

those nets. 

According tp Bob KC3KVS, 

"We are planning to move the weekly 

PARA GMRS net from its current time 

(every Saturday at 8:30 pm) to 

Wednesday nights at 8:00 pm.  We 

are also planning to move from a 

single repeater (Rattlesnake 550) to a 

rotating list of PARA GMRS repeaters.

 

Here’s the proposed schedule:

   1.First Wednesday at 8:00 pm - 

Rattlesnake 550 GMRS Net

   2. Second Wednesday at 8:00 pm - 

West Decatur 575 GMRS Net

   3. Third Wednesday at 8:00 pm - 

Sandy Ridge 600 GMRS Net

   4. Fourth Wednesday - Available

The nets are primarily 

intended for EmComm team 

members, municipal EMC’s, shelter 

managers, and other served agency 

personnel interested in using GMRS 

repeaters as a backup to landline/cell/

internet."

GMRS Net Update

CCARC Meeting Presentations
Thursday August 28th, 7 PM - John N3SPW and Ed KC3ZAL will be 

demonstrating a portable WinLink station.  WinLink is a network of amateur 

radio and authorized government stations that provide worldwide radio 

email using radio pathways where the internet is not present. Plans are to 

check for messages on the W3CPA-10 WinLink Gateway as part of the 

demonstration.  

Thursday September 25th, 7 PM - The dynamic duo of Steve K3SKS and 

Judy KC3JAS will be discussing the Parks On The Air program.  Parks on the 

Air is an international radiosport award program that encourages licensed 

amateur radio operators to visit, enjoy and operate portable equipment in a 

variety of parks and public lands. Steve and Judy have activated numerous 

parks in thirteen states as well as here in Pennsylvania.  .    
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CALENDAR 
ITEMS
•CCARC Weekly Net.  

Tuesdays at 7 PM on the 147.255+ 

repeater.  PL Tone 173.8 Hz.  All 

licensed amateur radio operators 

are welcome to check-in.

•CCARC August  Meeting.

Thursday August 28th 7 PM at 

Clearfield County EMA Building, 911 

Leonard St., Clearfield.

•CCARC Radio Nights. 

Thursday September 11th 2025, 7 

PM at Clearfield County EMA 

Building, 911 Leonard St., 

Clearfield.

•CCARC Hamfest.

Sunday September 14th 2025 at the 

Clearfield County Fairgrounds - Ag 

Building.

•CCARC September Meeting.

Thursday September 25th 7 PM at 

Clearfield County EMA Building, 911 

Leonard St., Clearfield.

CCARC Membership Roster
Amateur GMRS Name City County

K3CWP WREI697 Carmine State College Centre

K3DML Dana Clearfield Clearfield

K3HOC WQPZ506 Allen Woodland Clearfield

K3SKS Steve DuBois Clearfield

K5TEL WRFM300 Tim Clearfield Clearfield

KB3WBT Lars Clearfield Clearfield

KC3KHV WSDN531 Dave  La Jose Clearfield

KC3MRI Bill  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3TNV WRKM346 Terry Olanta Clearfield

KC3ZAL WRZC847 Ed  Clearfield Clearfield

KC3ZEI Doug Curwensville Clearfield

KC3ZUF WSDX374 Josiah  Lanse Clearfield

KD3AIG Dave Bellefonte Centre

KE3M Ken Macungie Lehigh

KM4NSC Chuck Clearfield Clearfield

KO4WTB WSDX953 Randy DuBois Clearfield

N3IYZ Rick Clearfield Clearfield

N3OG WRUH654 Justin Forest VA

N3PUL WRQI85 Tim Clearfield Clearfield

N3RBJ WQWL596 Rich Grassflat Clearfield

N3RTK WSAB693 Harvey Clearfield Clearfield

N3SPW WRQF512 John West Decatur Clearfield

N3ZFX Janet Clearfield Clearfield

NA2BA John Houtzdale Clearfield

W3EOD WRDV946 Scott  Brisbin Clearfield

W3GAF Greg Brockway Jefferson

W3PRL WRQJ293 Paul New Kensington Westmoreland

N3MUX Jack Clearfield Clearfield

WB3EQW Mike Clearfield Clearfield

KD3YB WSGF647 Brian DuBois Clearfield

WSFU533 Jerry Clearfield Clearfield

VE Testing Sessions
The final remaining 2025 VE 

Test Sessions here in Clearfield County 

is scheduled for Sunday September 14 

2025, 8 AM at the following dates at 

the Central PA Hamfest, Clearfield 

County Fair Grounds, Agriculture 

Building

Those testing for Technician 

Class license need two forms of 

identification, one of which is a photo 

ID (IE: drivers license, state issued ID 

card, etc.). Those upgrading need one 

form of ID and an original copy of their 

current amateur radio license.

If you would like to find out 

more information about becoming 

licensed please contact Rich Brnik 

N3RBJ at rich.brnik@gmail.com or 814-

571-5866.

August 15th VE Exam Session
On Friday August 15th  the Clearfield 

County ARC held yet another VE exam session 

for individuals wishing to become licensed 

amateur radio operators or upgrading to a 

higher class of amateur license.  At the August 

15th exam session we had one individual test 

for their Technician Class license.  Rose Anne 

Ehrensberger of Saint Marys, Elk County, 

passed the exam and the FCC has since  

issued the call sign KD3BTZ to her. Photo: Submitted by Rich N3RBJ
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CCARC July 2025 Meeting Notes
The following members were in 

attendance: John N3SPW, Lars  

KB3WBT, Josiah  KC3ZUF, Ken  KE3M, 
Harvey  N3RTK, Tim K5TEL, Mike 

WB3EQW, Terry KC3TNV, Allen 

K3HOC

The following members had 

previously informed CCARC offers 

they could not attend: Tim N3PUL, 
Rich N3RBJ, John NA2BA, Ed KC3ZAL.
The following guests and/or 

perspective members were in 

attendance: Scott Mignot, Clearfield 

County Department of Emergency 

Services, Director, Dave McLure, Mike 

McAllister  N3RZL, Elk County 

Emergency Services, Director, Jason 

Moreland W3AGW

The meeting was called to order by 

Vice-President John N3SPW at 7:02 

PM.

Finances:  Treasurer Ed KC3ZAL was 

not present for the meeting.  Ed 

reported to John N3SPW that the 

current account balance was $600.  

Membership:  Received 

membership applications from the 

following individuals:

Justin N3OG / GMRS WRUH654

Randy KO4WTB / GMRS WSDX953

Both applications for membership are 

accepted and will become final after 

being voted on at the August 2025 

meeting.  The current roster is being 

published monthly in the CCARC 

newsletter.  

VE Testing:   Planned 2025 testing 

dates here in Clearfield

        ◦ Friday August 15 2025, 7 PM

        ◦ Sunday September 14 2025, 

11 AM at Hamfest

Repeaters

    • W3CPA 147.255.  

All working as expected with no 

issues.

      • WRDV964 462.650+ GMRS 

Repeater.   

All working as expected with no 

issues.

    • W3CPA 444.625 DMR repeater.  

        ◦ On Sunday January 12th Allen 

K3HOC relocated the DMR repeater to 

the Rockton Mountain tower site.  

Initial testing of the relocated 

repeater was conducted with Tim 

K5TEL who was using an HT in the 

Bigler PA area as well as Paul W3PRL  

over the WPA talk group.  The 

repeater appears to be functioning as 

planned.  Coverage extends East to 

about Brookville before becoming a 

hilltop repeater, South toward 

Punxsutawney and East to 

Philipsburg.  Allen does not have the 

equipment mounted in cabinets but 

will take care of that task on his next 

trip to the tower site.  

    • 145.370 D-STAR repeater.  

        ◦Working great within Ed’s 

house.

Allen K3HOC had concerns about how 

the needed network port forwarding 

could be accomplished without 

compromising network security.  Allen 

believes he has come up with a plan 

which will allow our repeater to have 

the access it needs while preserving 

the security measures.

Antenna placement on the county 

owned Boggs Tower has become an 

issue.  Originally there was a tower 

light issue on the tower which was 

going to require a tower climb.  Our 

plan was to have the antenna and 

needed materials ready for when that 

tower climb occurred - installing our 

antenna at the same time.  That 

tower light issue seems to have 

cleared itself eliminating the need for 

a tower climb.  As a work-around we 

are considering installing the antenna 

on the fence line of the tower site 

with a 20 foot mast.  This would be 

temporary until such time that a 

tower crew does eventually climb the 

tower.  They would install the antenna 

at the top of the tower at that time.  

The site is surrounded by trees, but at 

a really high location.  To test if it 

would have any coverage from such a 

low vantage point at the tower site, 

earlier today Rich N3RBJ and myself 

erected the antenna temporarily at 

the tower site and conducted some 

tests.  The antenna is a 2-bay Sinclar 

folded dipole array.  The center of the 

array was at 20 feet above ground.  

We set up Rich's mobile radio with 

cross-band repeat and went for a ride. 

 The results were a bit better than 

expected.  Throughout the Philipsburg 

area the signal was nearly full 

quieting.  Headed to the West, we had 

valleys without coverage but the 

higher elevations saw the signal come 

back to 3/4 to full scale.  At the 

Clearfield Mall area it was full 

quieting.  Dipping into the Clearfield 

valley saw the signal disappear.  So it 

appears it would provide some 

coverage, but nearly as much as it 

will when the antenna is moved to the 

top of the tower.  

Clearfield County Department of 

Emergency Services, Scott, signed off 

on the plan of installing a semi-

permanent antenna mounted to the 

tower site fence.  It will remain there 

Continued on Page 7
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until such time as the antenna can 

be relocated to the top of the tower.  

WinLink Project

W3CPA 10, Clearfield - functioning as 

intended.

W3CPA 11, West Decatur - 

functioning as intended.

W3CPA 12 Houtzdale - Under 

Construction.

W3CPA 13 DuBois - Under 

Construction.

It was noted that the TYT 9000 

mobile radios used on the Clearfield 

and West Decatur WinLink gateways 

have a flaw that makes them less 

than desirable for WinLink gateway 

use.  These radios do not 

automatically power up if the power 

is interrupted.  So with even a 

momentary loss of power the 

controlling computer comes back to 

life, but the radios do not.  

Discussion about replacing these 

radios at some point in the future.

Club Net

Tim K5TEL reports that we could use 

additional stations willing to serve as 

net control stations. We are 

averaging 8 to 10 check-ins per 

week.  

Please plan to join us on the net, 

every Tuesday evening 7 PM on the 

147.255 repeater.  

EMA Radio Room

Harvey N3RTK suggested we create 

a manual outlining how to operate 

the equipment at the radio room.  

Discussion ensued.  No resolution.  

Field Day

The CCARC Field Day event was held 

once again at Harvey N3RTK’s camp 

near Penfield.  John N3SPW and Rich 

N3RBJ attempted to set up a second 

HF station at the camp, but 

equipment issues prevented the 

second station from becoming 

operational.  Harvey reported that 

most contacts made were on the 

40M band using SSB.  Those that 

attended had a good time.

Hamfest

John N3SPW reported on the number 

of tables sold and the number of 

interested parties in additional 

tables. John N3SPW reported that we 

still owe the facility rental balance to 

the fairgrounds - $300.  Discussion 

about how to control the outside 

area that people will be tailgating in.  

It was decided to contact the fair 

officials and see if they have 

stanchions that we can use. 
Discussion on how to segregate the 

inside meeting area from the display 

area.  John N3SPW reported on the 

cost of pipe and drape rental.  Topic 

tabled for further investigation. 

New Business:  None

Presentation - Special Guest 

Mike McAllister  N3RZL, Elk 

County Emergency Services, 

Director.

Mike discussed how our EmComm 

team has become noticeably more 

active and is serving as an example 

to other areas that are not as active.  

Mike proposed that a regional 

EmComm team be established that 

would allow resources to be 

deployed to other areas when 

needed and serve as a catalyst to 

ignite interest in inactive areas.  All 

present agreed this was a good idea 

and pledged their interest in 

participating.  

August Meeting Date :  The 

August meeting will be held on the 

4th Thursday of the month – August 

28th at 7 PM.  

Meeting Closing:  Vice President 

John N3SPW closed the meeting at 

8:24 PM. 

CCARC July 2025 Meeting Notes
Continued From Page 6

On July 30th Scott Mignot 

Clearfield County EMA Coordinator, 

released a vacancy notice for the 

Clearfield County Auxiliary 

Communication Service Radio Officer.  

The text of this announcement was as 

follows:

“Open Position 

Announcement: Clearfield County 

Auxiliary Communication Service 

Radio Officer. Mike Errigo (WB3EQW) 

will be stepping down as the 

Clearfield County Auxiliary 

Communication Service Radio Officer. 

Clearfield County Department of 

Public Safety thanks Mike for his years 

of dedicated service and wish him 

well with his future endeavors. 

Members of Clearfield County 

Amateur Radio groups interested in 

this position should contact EMA 

Coordinator Scott Mignot by 

submitting a letter of interest via 

email at smignot@clearfield911.com 

or in person at the 911 Center, 911 

Leonard Street, Clearfield PA 16830. 

Deadline for letters of interest 

submission is August 15, 2025. Scott 

Mignot EMA Coordinator 911 Leonard 

Street Clearfield PA 16830 (814) 765-

5357 Ext.1 or via email to  

smignot@clearfield911.com.”

Clearfield County ACS Radio Officer 



CCARC Newsletter - June/July 2025 - Page 8

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

Antique Wireless Association
P.O. Box 421, Bloomfield, New York 14469

Located at 6925 NY-5, Bloomfield, NY 14469


