Amateur Radio Emergency Preparedness Act

Every licensed amateur radio
and GMRS operator in the country is
being urged to contact your
representatives and senators in
support of the Amateur Radio
Emergency Preparedness Act by the
American Radio Relay League. This
act, if passed, would require
community associations, such as
homeowners associations, property
owners associations, condominium
associations, and other like residential
real estate management associations,
to allow amateur radio antennas.

The bills are US House bill
HR1094 which was introduced by
Representative Pfluger - R of Texas
and Courtney - D of Connecticut. On
the Senate side the corresponding bill
is S459 and was introduced by
Senators Wicker - R of Mississippi and
Blumenthal -

In addition to requiring
community associations to allow
antennas, this bill would also require
antennas and structures (I read that as
towers) to be “maintained in a

D of Connecticut.

structurally safe condition”. Further, it
requires the antenna, and/or structure, be
repaired, replaced or removed if it
becomes deteriorated. The bill also
requires that an amateur station antenna
be removed from the property when the
station is no longer in control of an
amateur radio operator.

While homeowners associations in
our area have not had issues with
antennas, in 2024 an estimated 82% of
new home construction in the United
States was within the jurisdiction of HOA’s
or similar entities.
reason that we will one day be dealing
with the same issues this bill sets out to
correct. This is an opportunity to set
limits and reign in overly aggressive
regulations.

The ARRL has created a web site
that makes it easy to contact your local
representatives. Visit www.send-a-
letter.org The on-screen prompts will walk
you through the process.
take about thirty seconds to complete.
When finished, the ARRL will hand deliver
your letters to the appropriate recipients.

It only stands to

It should only

Manuscripts Needed

QST invites submissions of technical

manuscripts from licensed amateur radio
operators for upcoming issues focused on ARRL
Field Day and Emergency Communications
operations. We're looking for educational, how-
to pieces that help fellow hams improve their
setups, strategies, and technical know-how.
What We're Looking For:

* Innovative or proven techniques for
emergency preparedness and response.

» Technical solutions for Field Day operations
—power, antennas, logging, digital modes, etc.

* Integration of new technologies (e.g., SDR,
mesh networking, solar power) in field
scenarios.

* Examples of how the popularity of Parks on
the Air (POTA) portable activations has changed
your approach to setting up Field Day and
EmComm stations.

* Examples of how portable antennas and
LiFePO batteries have replaced base station
antennas and generators.

* Manuscripts should have a strong “how-to”
component. Tell us what you did, but more
importantly, tell us how you did it.

Submission Guidelines:

e Audience: Licensed amateur radio

CLEARFILED COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
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Rich N3RB]J -

DRAMATIZATION:
September 27th 2025. After weeks of
intense studying, practice exams,
sleep deprivation and isolation, Rich
N3RBJ found himself pulling his
Chevrolet Silverado truck up to the
Hailton Church parking lot in

Ridgeway. He wasn’t there to worship.

Although the setting was appropriate
for a short prayer. No, Rich was there
to sit for his Amateur Radio Extra
Class exam. The most prestigious
license class issues by the FCC. Rich
had made several attempts at the
exam in the past. This time he was
determined to pass. As he found a
seat perspiration began rolling down
his forehead. This was it. Time to
make or break.

The Elk County ARC testing
team handed out the exam materials
and a quite awe overtook the room.
Rich took several deep breaths and
told himself “I can do this”. There
were 50 multiple chose questions. He
needed just 37 correct answers to
pass. He started into the questions.
His strategic preparation was paying

off. The answers just seemed to flow.

Extra Class

It was a Saturday. Checking and re-checking answers. It

was finally ready to be graded.
Rising, Rich handed his exam
papers to the testing team. The
atmosphere was tense. Within
moments the verdict was in.

Manuscripts
Continued from Page 1.
operators

e Length: 1,000 - 1,800 words, plus
high-resolution images with caption and
photo-credit information (name and call
sign of photographer)

» Tone: Educational and collaborative

Congratulations. You're an Extra Class — share what works

Amateur Radio Operator now. With a
sigh of relief the sense of

accomplishment set in. Rich nailed it!

* Format: Plain text or Word document
¢ Deadline: January 31, 2026
e Submit to: gst@arrl.org

CCARC Radio Nights

CCARC Radio Nights are held
the 2nd Thursday of every month at
the Clearfield County Department of
Emergency Management’s 911
Dispatch Center in the Amateur Radio
room. CCARC starting hosting Radio
Nights in February 2025 and

attendance has been steady averaging

six to eight amateur radio operators
each month.

arise.

If you have not yet attended
a CCARC Radio Night, please make
plans to do so. The next scheduled
Radio Night will be on Thursday
December 11th, 7PM at the
Clearfield County Department of
Emergency Management, 911
Leonard Street Clearfield in the
Amateur Radio room. Hope to see

The purpose of Radio Nights is

you there!

threefold, first to provide for a periodic
test of the amateur radio equipment at |
the EMA center, second to allow

members the opportunity to learn from

Pictured: Rich N3RB]J is relaxing at a
recent CCARC Radio Night after

sucessfully passing his Extra Class

examination.

others, and third to get on air and
have some fun. And learn we have!
Lars KB3KWD was instrumental in
introducing FT8 to those in

attendance. One CCARC member was

so inspired by the FT8 activity that he

purchased an HF rig to start using this

mode from his home QTH station.
Power supplies were turned on.
Radios that normally sit idle were
powered up and contacts made using
the newly installed HF inverted V
dipole antenna at the 911 facility. It's
made it possible to discover issues
with equipment and antennas as they

Pictured: Lars KB3KWD brought his new
mcHF-QRP HF 10 watt transceiver to a
recent Radio Night for a quick

demonstration.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net



CCARC Newsletter -October-November 2025 - Page 3

Qualifications for Membership in ARES®

Nets of Interest

Western PA Phone Traffic Net
Daily at 5PM on 3.983 MHz
Treasure Lake Sportmans
Mondays 8PM on 442.525+ PL 173.8
Hz

Mondays 8:05PM on 445.525 Mhz
Simplex

Mondays 8:10PM on 146.457 MHz
Simplex

Mondays 8:15PM on 147.225+ PL
173.8 Hz

WPA D-STAR Net

Mondays at 9PM on D-STAR reflector
REF 63C.

Clearfield County ARC Net
Tuesdays 7 PM on 147.255+ PL 173.8
Hz

WPA Section DMR Net
Wednesdays 7:30PM on DMR talk
group 31422 WPA

WPA ARES Voice Net

Saturdays 9AM on 3.983 MHz LSB.
PARA Weekly Net

Saturdays 9PM on 146.430+1 MHz, PL
173.8 Hz

PA NBEMS Net

Sundays at 7:30AM on 3583MHz USB /
1500 Hz Waterfall, using THOR 22.
PEMA ACS Statewide Net
Sundays at 8AM on 3.9935 MHz
PEMA ACS Western PA Area Net
Sundays at 9AM on 39905 MHz.
Quad County FM Net

Reprinted from ARES® Strategic Plan

https://www.arrl.org/files/file/EMCOMM/ARES%20Plan%207122b.pdf

All participants shall have a
valid Amateur Radio license issued by
the Federal Communications
Commission. All participants must
have a serious interest in providing
volunteer radio communications
support in an emergency. All
participants shall have an interest in
self-improvement and maintaining
standards for excellent community
service. All participants need to have
full membership in ARRL for
leadership positions and/or
certifications levels 3 and above.

Multiple levels of training will
allow ARES participants to enter the
program and advance to higher

levels of qualification and service as
desired.

e Level 1 — This is an entry level for
those who choose a non-leadership
role as well as those new

to Amateur Radio or emergency
communications. This introductory
training is conducted by the

local ARES group to meet their needs
and those of their served agency or
partners. This training

may include FEMA ICS training as
well as other basic EmComm
training. Members should also
complete the ARES Position Task
Book (PTB) for level 1. This

Continued on Page 4

Skywarn Recoginnition Day Canceled, But...

On November 19th the
National Weather Service announced
that the annual Skywarn Recognition
Day would be canceled for 2025. This
was due to the recent government
shutdown and the resulting lack of
preparation for the event. The
announcement cited “insufficient time
to coordinate resources to put the
event together for this year.”

Despite the cancellation,

office are planning a short exercise
which will take place on they same
day Skywarn Recoginitation Day
would have occoured - Saturday
December 6th 2025 from 10AM to
11AM. Plans include activation of
the NWS State College Amateur
Radio Station WX3CTP as well as the
Centre County EOC station. Details
of the Centre County exercise can be
found on the website

Center County ARES/ACS and the State www.aresracescentrecountypa.com.

Sundays 7PM on 147.315+ PL 173.8Hz College National Weather Service

Local EmMComm Groups and Where to Find Them
Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency:

146.55 MHz

Clearfield County ACS/RACES
W3CPA - Clearfield

147.255+, PL173.8 Hz

PARA EmComm Team

Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn
146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz

Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES

Treasure Lake EmComm Team
K3JRW - Treasure Lake

442.525+, PL173.8 Hz
Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3PHB - Philipsburg KB3FPN - Reynoldsville W3QW - Altoona
146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz 146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz 146.820-, PL123.0 Hz

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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Qualifications for Membership in ARES®

Continued from Page 3.

introduces ARES participants to the these have been updated over the

fundamentals of emergency years.
communications and provides * Level 3 — This level of training
instruction on how participants are prepares ARES participants to take on
to conduct themselves while serving leadership positions such

as EC, AEC, ADEC, DEC, ASEC, and

SEC, and other designated positions in

in the field or otherwise activated.
e Level 2 — To qualify for this level,
participants shall have completed the ARES program.

Participants are required to complete:
o0 ARRL's EC-016, Emergency

Communications for Management. Full

the following courses and
tasks:

0 ARRL’s EC-001 Introduction to
Amateur Radio Emergency ARRL membership is required for

Communications (a no-cost completion.

program) o0 FEMA Professional Development
o FEMA ICS-100, ICS-200, 1S-700, IS- Series and/or 1S-300 and 1S-400
800 o0 ARES Position Task Book (PTB) for

o ARRL’s ARES Position Task Book level 3.
(PTB) for level 2.

Participants are also encouraged to

Specialized training — Members that
wish to participate in ARES Mutual Aid
Team (ARESMAT)

operations or provide onsite support

take advantage of training
opportunities available through
partners to enhance their knowledge during large scale disasters may be
and skill set. asked to train to a higher level as they
Note: Members who have taken the may need to be self-supporting “on
ICS courses more than 5 years ago  location” during initial stages of

should take refresher courses as adisaster response.

2026 VE Testing

The 2026 schedule for VE Testing
here in Clearfield County has been set. All
examinations, unless otherwise noted, will
be administered at the Clearfield County
EOC Building, 911 Leonard Street,
Clearfield, in the Training Room at 7 PM.
Reservations are appreciated but not
required. Your reservations allows the VE
Team to ensure they have the appropriate
test materials on hand for the class of
license you wish to sit for. To make a
reservation please contact Rich Brnik
N3RBJ at rich.brnik@gmail.com or 814-571-
5866.

The 2026 Testing Schedule is as
follows:

e March 20, 2026

* May 15, 2026

e July 17, 2026

* October 16, 2026

In addition to the above dates,
there will also be a testing session at the
Central PA Hamfest, date and time TBA.

ARES® Resources

e ARES® Manual [PDF]
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/
ARESmanual2015.pdf

e ARES® Field Resources Manual [PDF]
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf

e ARES® Task Book [Fillable PDF]
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-
FILLABLE-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V2 1 1.pdf

e ARES® Plan [PDF]

http://www.arrl.org/ares-plan

e Emergency Communications Training
https://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training

CALENDAR
ITEMS

*CCARC Weekly Net.

Tuesdays at 7 PM on the 147.255+
repeater. PL Tone 173.8 Hz. All licensed
amateur radio operators are welcome to
check-in.

*CCARC Radio Nights.

Thursday Decemberll1th 2025, 7 PM at
Clearfield County EMA Building, 911
Leonard St., Clearfield.

*CCARC December Meeting.

SPECIAL DATE DUE TO CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY: Thursday December 18th 7
PM at Clearfield County EMA Building,
911 Leonard St., Clearfield.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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POTA Presentation

At the October CCARC
meeting Steve K3SKS gave a
presentation about Parks On The Air,
or POTA, to all present. Parks on the
Air is an international radiosport
award program that encourages
licensed amateur radio operators to
visit, enjoy and operate portable
equipment in a variety of parks and
public lands.

Steve and his wife Judy
KC3JAS have activated numerous
parks in Pennsylvania as well as from
thirteen other states. Steve and Judy
were planning a POTA activation from
Simon B. Elliott State Park in
Clearfield County the following
Saturday and invited anyone
interested to join them to see first
hand a POTA activation.

and the sucess he and Judy KC3JAS
have had activating parks at the
October CCARC meeting.

-WXL52 Clearfield
162.550 MHz

All Hazard.:

Weather Radio

NOAA's National Weather Service

Clearfield County SAME Code—
042033

CCARC Repeaters and Digital Gateways

W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz
Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC'’s primary repeater and is
sponsored by the Clearfield County
Emergency Management Agency.
W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Repeater DMR ID: 314287. This repeater
provide wide-area DMR coverage for
Clearfield County and the surrounding
regions.

WRDV946 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz
Rockton Mountain

GMRS service repeater is co-located at the top of
Rockton Mountain with the W3CPA 147.255
repeater.

W3CPA 145.370+ D-STAR, P25, DMR, FM
Wallaceton

Off-air/Under Construction.
Announcements will be made when it

becomes active.

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-10
Clearfield

Grid Square: FNO1SB

Frequency: 440.950 MHz. Modes
supported: Packet, Packet 1200, VARAFM
and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-11

West Decatur

Grid Square: FNOOUW

Frequency: 440.975 Mhz. Modes
supported: Packet, Packet 1200, VARAFM
and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-12
Houtzdale

Grid Square: FNOOTT

Off air/Under Construction.

Frequency: 441.000 Mhz. Modes
supported: Packet, Packet 1200, VARAFM
and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-13

DuBois

Grid Square: FNO1PD

Off air/Under Construction Grid Square:
FNOOUW

Frequency: 441.025 Mhz. Modes
supported: Packet, Packet 1200, VARAFM
and VARAFM WIDE

On Saturday October 4th a
Simulated Emergency Test, or SET, was
conducted. This SET was organized
nationally by ARES. Here in Clearfield
County we are within the ARES Western

Pennsylvania section. The Western PA ARES

section did not develop a regional plan for
the exercise and tasked local teams to
develop their own scenario.
Clearfield County ARES
participated with the following results:
* Number of participants: 8
 Duration of Exercise: 3 hours

* Number of traffic messages : 18

October 2025 ARES SET

* Modes Used: Analog FM repeater,
WinLink Digital

NS

Pictured: Ed KC3ZAL was Net Control
Station for the SET at the Clearfield

County EOC amateur radio station.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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CCARC November Meeting Minutes

The following members were in
attendance:

John N3SPW, Harvey N3RTK, Scott
W3EOD, Allen K3HOC, Ed KC3ZAL, Rich
N3RBJ, Tim N3PUL, Mike WB3EQW.

The following guests and/or perspective
members were in attendance:

None

The meeting was called to order by CCARC
President Tim N3PUL at 7:04 PM

Finances

Treasurer Ed KC3ZAL reports the current
balance is $1,188.50.

The check to the Lawrence Township
Volunteer Fire Co has not yet cleared.
Received at today’s meeting was $54 in
donations.

The final balance after today’s donations is
$1,245.50

VE Testing

Rich N3RBJ has coordinated with the Elk
County ARC VE Team the following testing
dates here in Clearfield:

Friday March 20th, Friday May 15th,
Friday July 17th, Friday October
16th,.September date TBD

All testing sessions will be conducted in
the Training Room at the Clearfield County
EOC building, 911 Leonard Street in
Clearfield. The exception is the September
test session which will be held at the
Central PA Hamfest, date and time are to
be determined.

Rich N3RB]J says he is in the process of
arranging a Zoom Meeting training for
everyone involved in the VE Team. This
training is the last step in the Clearfield VE
Team being able to conduct our own exam
sessions without the oversight of the Elk
County VE Team.

Repeaters

W3CPA 147.255 FM

All working as intended.

There was a discussion about remote
receivers and how best to approach adding
a receiver to the repeater system in the
downtown Clearfield area. John N3SPW
discussed using an All Star node which is
capable of adding remote receivers. Allen
K3HOC cautioned that with this
arrangement the remote receiver is
dependent on commercial internet service
or a private data link to function. All
present agreed that the best, most
reliable, approach would be to use a
traditional RF link with a signal to noise
receiver voter at the main site. Allen is
going to see if any surplus voter units
might be available either now, or in the
near future.

Allen mentioned that it is best practice to
use identical receivers at all locations to
prevent changing tonal quality as an
amateur station transfers from one
receiver to the next. The idea is that the
receiving station should have no idea the
transfer from one receiver to the next
occurred. It should sound clean and
natural.

John is going to inquire with Repeater
Builder, Inc to see if they have a sufficient
quantity of receivers to accommodate our
project.

John N3SPW discussed that he would still
like to see an AllStar node added to the
repeater. This would add the ability to link
out DMR repeater to the analog repeater.
As well as allowing remote stations to
connect in via All Star. Ed KC3ZAL agreed
to investigate what hardware is involved
and what networking access is required.
WRDV964 462.650 GMRS Repeater

All working as intended.

W3CPA 444.625 DMR repeater

All working as intended.

W3CPA 145.370 Multi-Mode repeater

John N3SPW reports that Ed K3EDD has the
system built and operational however he is
missing the information needed to log into
the W3CPA D-STAR account as well as the
W3CPA call sign account for DMR. Once he
has those items he will be able to finish the
programming and have all modes - P25,
DMR, D-STAR and analog - functioning.
The antenna is currently at the tower site
inside the building waiting for the tower
crew to install it. Allen K3HOC will alert
CCARC when this happens.

WinLink Project

No change in status.

Radio Room

Ed KC3ZAL reports that the WinLink
transceiver at the EOC is now on a new,
dedicated, power supply. This should
reduce the possibility of the WinLink
system accidentally being powered down
when other equipment is turned off.

Allen K3HOC discussed the RF noise
present on the 40 meter band at the EOC.
Allen did some preliminary investigative
work and determined the source of the
noise is certainly within the building. Allen
suggested we use a portable receiver
without an antenna to “sniff out” the
source of the noise. Rich N3RBJ
volunteered that he has a portable HF
receiver which would be perfect for this
use. He is planning to bring that HF
receiver to the next radio night.

Prior to the meeting Allen K3HOC informed
us that one of the three amateur radio
UHF/VHF antennas on the EOC tower has
failed. Itis a three section antenna that
appears to have come apart resulting in

the upper section being folder over. Rich

Continued on Page 7

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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CARC Membership Roster

Meeting Munites

Continued from Page 6.
N3RBJ said he tested all antenna leads with

a meter and was unable to determine that
any of them were not functioning. John an
Allen are to address the topic with Scott
Mignot at the EOC.

Club Net

Rich N3RBJ noted that participation on the
weekly net has fallen off. He suggested that
moving the net time to 8PM, one hour later
that the current 7 PM time, we may find
people will be better able to participate.
Discussion ensured and it was decided to
survey net participants as they check into
the net for the next two nets. Decision on
time change will be made at a later date.
Rich N3RB]J also reports that with Tim K5TEL
moving out of the area, we are in need of
another volunteer to take on net control
duties in rotation.

Hamfest

The date for the 2026 hamfest has not yet
been finalized. At the suggestion of several
of out vendors, it was decided to contact
the other Eastern PA hamfest that was
conducted on the same day. The
suggestion was that if one of the hamfests
was on Saturday and the other was on
Sunday both our events might benefit. John
N3SPW is to investigate further.

Tim N3PUL inquired about what it would
take to obtain our own small games of
chance license rather than teaming up with
another non profit and sharing the profit.
John N3SPW stated the holdup is the lack of
IRS nonrecognition as a 501c3 non profit
organization. A discussing ensued and it
was discussed that the Philipsburg ARA
went through the process of becoming a
501c3 in recent years. John N3SPW is
directed to contact Bob KC3KVS at the
Philipsburg ARA to see if there is someone

there that could help guide us through the

Amateur GMRS Name
K3CwP WREI697 Carmine
K3DML Dana
K3HOC WQPZ506 Allen
K3SKS Steve
K5TEL WRFM300 Tim
KB3WBT Lars
KC3KHV WSDN531 Dave
KC3MRI Bill
KC3TNV WRKM346 Terry
KC3ZAL WRZC847 Ed
KC3ZEI Doug
KC3ZUF WSDX374 Josiah
KD3AIG Dave
KD3YB WSGF647 Brian
KE3M Ken
KM4NSC Chuck
KO4WTB WSDX953 Randy
N31YZ Rick
N30G WRUH654 Justin
N3PUL WRQI85 Tim
N3RB] WQWL596 Rich
N3RTK WSAB693 Harvey
N3SPW WRQF512 John
N3ZFX Janet
NA2BA/SK John
W3EOD WRDV946 Scott
W3GAF Greg
W3PRL WRQJ293 Paul
N3MUX Jack
W3XOX Kevin
WB3EQW Mike
WSFU533 Jerry

Annual Election of Officers

Per the CCARC ByLaws, nominations for
club offices are open for nomination at
tonights meeting. After an extensive
discussion the following slate of officers
was advanced:

President - Tim N3PUL

Vice-President - Scott W3EOD
Secretary - John N3SPW

Treasurer - Ed KC3ZAL

Director - Mike WB3EQW (3 year term)

City County
State College Centre
Clearfield Clearfield
Woodland Clearfield
DuBois Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
La Jose Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Olanta Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Curwensville Clearfield
Lanse Clearfield
Bellefonte Centre
DuBois Clearfield
Macungie Lehigh
Clearfield Clearfield
DuBois Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Forest VA
Clearfield Clearfield
Grassflat Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
West Decatur Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Houtzdale Clearfield
Brisbin Clearfield
Brockway Jefferson

New Kensington Westmoreland

Clearfield Clearfield
Altoona Blair

Clearfield Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield

December Meeting Date

Due to the Christmas Holiday falling on the
4th Thursday of December, it was decided
to move the December meeting to the 3rd
Thursday of the month - Thursday
December 18th at 7 PM.

Close of meeting

With no further business President Tim
N3PUL closed the meeting 9:17 PM.

process.
www.clearfieldcountyarc.net



