Project Update:

Remote Receivers for the W3CPA 174.255 MHz Repeater

The Clearfield County Amateur
Radio Club has embarked on a project
which is intended to complement the
existing W3CPA 147.255+ repeater at
Rockton Mountain (mid-way between
DuBois and Clearfield along I-80). This
project will add a remote receiver
system to the repeater and vastly
improve the received signals.

For years it has been noted
that the 147.255 repeater has a rather
significant coverage area, providing
nearly blanket coverage over
Clearfield County and extended
coverage into every county bordering
Clearfield County. But within the
coverage are are some shadow areas
with reduced signal levels. This results
in 50 watt mobile coverage in select
areas, but a handheld TH radio can
only receive the repeater without the
power (most HT's have a maximum
power output of 5 watts) to transmit
back to the repeater. Within Clearfield
County we have identified two areas
experiencing this issue: The

downtown Clearfield area which is
shadowed from the repeater by terrain,
and the southwester region of Clearfield
County including Luthersburg, Mahaffey
and into Jefferson county with the
Punxsutawey area.

CCARC is in the process of
gathering the needed equipment to add a
voting receiver system to the existing
county-owned repeater equipment.

Pictured: This is some of the equipment
needed for the main site to enable use of
remote receivers. Shown is the LDG RVS-8
voter unit and two UHF receivers. Additional
equipment is needed to complete the

system.

For the main repeater site
CCARC has obtained a LDG RVS-8 voter
unit which compares all received signals
and selects the signal with the lowest
signal-to-noise ratio for transmission
over the repeater’s main transmitter.
Also on hand are a bank of Motorola
Radius GM-300 receivers, two UHF 70
CM band Motorola Radius GM-300
receivers for the link receivers, and one
VHF 2 meter band receiver which will
replace the existing Kenwood receiver.
CCARC is hopeful we will be able to tie
into an existing unused 70 CM band
If that
plan works out, we have everything

receive antenna on the tower.

needed to build out the main site
modifications necessary to add two
With additional UHF
receivers, this system is capable of

voting receivers.

handling and additional five more
remote receiver sites.

Each remote receiver site will
require a VHF receiver to receive the
local repeater users, a UHF 70 CM band

transmitter to relay the received signals
Continued on page 4.
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Januray Winter Snow Storm - Preperations and Operations

During the early morning
hours of Saturday January 24th a
massive snowstorm struck Western
Pennsylvania, as well as our own
Clearfield County. Clearfield County
amateur radio operators were
prepared and conducted a series of
SKYWARN nets throughout the day on
Sunday to monitor the storm’s
progress.

During the week leading up to
the storm arriving, predictions were
rolling in with as much as twenty-four
inches of snow expected at one point.
By the time the storm moved closer to
Clearfield County snowfall predictions
had been reduced to the twelve to
eighteen inch level. But even at just
twelve inches, this is more snow that
our area has been accustomed to
receiving from one snowfall event.

Starting at 10AM on Sunday
January 25th, Clearfield County
amateur radio operators conducted
hourly SKYWARN Stand-By Nets on the
147.255 repeater. Stations checking
in were asked to provide local snowfall
measurements, their location and any
other related impacts from the storm.
In addition the DMR local W3CPA
444.625+ MHz DMR repeater as well
as the Rockton WRDV946 462.650+
MHz repeaters were being monitored
for any reports coming in through
those services. The hourly nets
continued throughout the day until
snowfall tapered off as the storm
passed by Clearfield County. The
highest reported snowfall in Clearfield
County was fourteen inches. The final
net of the day was held at 7PM. It
turned out that the snowfall was a

light fluffy type and did not cause the
type of issues that it could have if it
were a wetter, heavy type of snow.
On Sunday we conducted
weather nets on the hour starting at
10AM and concluding with the 7 PM
net - a total of 10 nets. We had 13
individuals participating who
generated 46 different check-ins
throughout the day. This resulted in a
combined 1.7 man hours of volunteer
While a DMR and GMRS
relay was available, we did not have

time in total.

anyone utilize this option.
Again, thank you. Your support and
participation is appreciated.

In addition to the Clearfield
County SKYWARN Stand-By Nets, the
Treasure Lake Amateur Radio group
conducted a series of “Prep Nets” in
advance of the storm arriving. Steve
KC3SKS organized this effort.
According to Steve, since there are
ham and GMRS operators that would
like to check out their communication
equipment before the storm, (not
everyone can attend weekly nets)
three "Prep Nets" were conducted
prior to the start of the bad weather.
The purpose is to give you three
opportunities to check your radios'
operation. The Nets were conducted
on Friday January 23rd at 8PM and
Saturday at 8AM and a final Prep net
at 8PM. These nets utilized the
Treasure Lake UHF 442.525+ MHz
repeater as well as the W3CPA
147.255+ and WRDV946 462.650+
repeaters.

Over in the Moshannon Valley
Bob KC3KVS spearheaded operations
for the PARA EmComm Team. Their

efforts began with the normally
scheduled PARA Weekly VHF Net on
Saturday at 9:00 PM on the
Philipsburg 147.430+1MHz W3PHB
repeater. Stations were asked to
check into the net for late-breaking
news and announcements. It was
also noted that the 146.430 W3PHB
repeater was known to be
experiencing problems. PARA officials
were reportedly working to diagnose
the issue. As a backup, PARA planned
to use the Rattlesnake 760 repeater if
necessary.

It's also worth noting that the
Pennsylvania Emergency
Management Agency (PEMA) Auxiliary
Communications Service (ACS) was
activated in support of the snowstorm
beginning at 2000 Local (L), January
24, 2026, and continued throughout
the day on Sunday. Reports were
requested via WinLink and the PEMA
DMR talk group 31420. Stations
could also opt to submit their reports
via a web site form.

Thank you to everyone who
participated in the Clearfield County
SKYWARN Stand-By weather nets as
well as the Treasure Lake and PARA
efforts. Particular thanks goes out to
Rich N3RB]J, John N3SPW and Ed
KC3CLZ who took turns at Net Control
duties for the Clearfield County
SKYWARN Stand-By Nets during the
day. Not to mention all the other
stations that participated. Your
support and participation is
appreciated.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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Breezeshooters 10M Ground Wave Contest Nets of Interest
A contest for all license classes

Reprinted from the Blair ARES Alert!, February 2026 Western PA Phone Traffic Net

The annual Breezeshooters

Amateur Radio Club “TenMeter Ground

Wave Contest" starts this month. The
contest runs for three Saturdays from
February through March. Each

Saturday though is like a new contest.

Only one mode can be used during
each Saturday contest period. The
2026 contest periods are as follows:

Saturday, February 28
8:00 PM - 11:00 PM EST
Mode: CW Only

Saturday, March 14
8:00 PM - 11:00 PM EST
Mode: Voice Only

Saturday, March 21
8:00 PM - 11:00 PM EST
Mode: Digital Modes Only

Check the Breezeshooters
web site though to confirm the 2026
dates and for the latest contest

details. Awards will be based upon the

number of logs submitted in a
particular category. The
Breezeshooters’ “TenMeter Ground
Wave Contest” is quite a bit different
than the ARRL “10Meter Contest,”
which is held each year in December.
Where the ARRL contest is designed

for making as many 10meter
contacts as possible primarily via
skywave propagation, the Breeze
Shooters’ “TenMeter Ground Wave
Contest” is designed for making as
many close in contacts as possible
via groundwave

propagation.

Not a contester? Why not
participate in the Breezeshooters
“TenMeter Ground Wave Contest”
anyway. Treat it as a personal
communications exercise (COMMEX)
to test one’s home or portable
10meter station. Although there are
no extra points or multipliers for
emergency or off grid power, one
could use the contest to test how
long their station could operate from
an off the grid power source. Have
an RV, camper, or travel trailer, the
ultimate in grab and go kits, you
could test its and your cold weather
endurance by operating in the
contest away from your home
station, even if just parked in the
driveway.

For additional details about
this year’'s Breeze Shooters’
“TenMeter Ground Wave Contest,”
please go to <http://
www.breezeshooters.org>.

Daily at 5PM on 3.983 MHz
Treasure Lake Sportmans
Mondays 8PM on 442.525+ PL 173.8
Hz

Mondays 8:05PM on 445.525 Mhz
Simplex

Mondays 8:10PM on 146.457 MHz
Simplex

Mondays 8:15PM on 147.225+ PL
173.8 Hz

WPA D-STAR Net

Mondays at 9PM on D-STAR reflector
REF 63C.

Clearfield County ARC Net
Tuesdays 8 PM on 147.255+ PL 173.8
Hz

WPA Section DMR Net
Wednesdays 7:30PM on DMR talk
group 31422 WPA

WPA ARES Voice Net

Saturdays 9AM on 3.983 MHz LSB.
PARA Weekly Net

Saturdays 9PM on 146.430+1 MHz, PL
173.8 Hz

PA NBEMS Net

Sundays at 7:30AM on 3583MHz USB /
1500 Hz Waterfall, using THOR 22.
PEMA ACS Statewide Net
Sundays at 8AM on 3.9935 MHz
PEMA ACS Western PA Area Net
Sundays at 9AM on 39905 MHz.
Quad County FM Net

Sundays 7PM on 147.315+ PL 173.8Hz

Local EmMComm Groups and Where to Find Them

146.55 MHz
Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn
146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz
Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES

Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency:
Clearfield County ACS/RACES

W3CPA - Clearfield
147.255+, PL173.8 Hz
PARA EmComm Team

Treasure Lake EmComm Team
K3JRW - Treasure Lake

442.525+, PL173.8 Hz
Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3PHB - Philipsburg KB3FPN - Reynoldsville W3QW - Altoona
146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz 146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz 146.820-, PL123.0 Hz

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net



CCARC Newsletter - January - February 2026 - Page 4

Remote Receivers for 147.255 Repeater

Continued from Page 1.

to the main repeater site, a 2 meter
band omni-directional antenna, a 70
CM band beam antenna,
appropriate antenna coax and
connectors, and a power supply. At
this point, CCARC has on hand the
following for each remote site:
Clearfield Remote Site:

* 2 meter band omni-directional antenna -
NEEDED

* 70 CM band beam antenna - NEEDED

* appropriate antenna coax and connectors
- NEEDED

* VHF Receiver - Motorola Radius GM-300

* UHF Link Transmitter - Motorola Radius GM
300

* Power supply - (May not be necessary
depending on tower site)
Southwestern Region Remote Site:

* 2 meter band omni-directional antenna -
NEEDED

* 70 CM band beam antenna - NEEDED

* appropriate antenna coax and connectors
- NEEDED

* VHF Receiver - NEEDED

* UHF Link Transmitter - Motorola Radius GM
300

* Power supply - (May not be necessary
depending on tower site)

As of this moment, Rich N3RB]
is in possession of most of the gathered
equipment. He is planning to test the
Motorola Radius transmitters and
receivers to ensure they are operating
up to spec. The next step will be to pre-
wire as much of the main site
components as possible before
installing the assembly at the Rockton
Mountain repeater site. Remote
receivers will be brought on-line as each
site is completed. Plans are to address
the downtown Clearfield remote
receiver first, which will very quickly be
followed up with the Southwestern
Region remote receiver.

Clearly this is an expensive
project and we are still in need of
additional items to complete the
system. Several CCARC members have
already made sizable contributions,
however more is needed. If you would
like to contribute funds or materials to
this project please contact CCARC
Treasurer Ed KC3CLZ.

* ARES® Manual [PDF]

ARESmanual2015.pdf

e ARES® Plan [PDF]
http://www.arrl.org/ares-plan

ARES® Resources

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/

e ARES® Field Resources Manual [PDF]
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf

e ARES® Task Book [Fillable PDF]
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-
FILLABLE-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V2_1 1.pdf

e Emergency Communications Training
https://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training

2026 VE Testing

The 2026 schedule for VE Testing
here in Clearfield County has been set. All
examinations, unless otherwise noted, will
be administered at the Clearfield County
EOC Building, 911 Leonard Street,
Clearfield, in the Training Room at 7 PM.
Reservations are appreciated but not
required. Your reservations allows the VE
Team to ensure they have the appropriate
test materials on hand for the class of
license you wish to sit for. To make a
reservation please contact Rich Brnik
N3RBJ at rich.brnik@gmail.com or 814-571-
5866.

The 2026 Testing Schedule is as
follows:

e March 20, 2026

* May 15, 2026

e July 17, 2026

* October 16, 2026

In addition to the above dates,
there will also be a testing session at the
Central PA Hamfest, date and time TBA.

CALENDAR ITEMS

*CCARC Weekly Net.

Tuesdays at 8 PM on the 147.255+
repeater. PL Tone 173.8 Hz. All licensed
amateur radio operators are welcome to
check-in.

*CCARC Radio Nights.

Thursday February 12 20256 7 PM at
Clearfield County EMA Building, 911
Leonard St., Clearfield.

*CCARC February Meeting.

Thursday February 26 2026 7 PM at
Clearfield County EMA Building, 911
Leonard St., Clearfield.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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ARRL News

Email from ARRL Atlantic Division Director

The following email was received by
ARRL members on Tuesday January
27th 2026:

Date: January 27, 2026 at

5:01:39 PM EST

Subject: A fairwell to Atlantic division
members - it has been an honor to
serve

After serving for some 10 years or so
after first being elected as your Vice
Director, | am disappointed to report
that as of 5 PM today, | have been
informed that | will be declared
ineligible to continue to hold office
as your Atlantic division director
under the new massive ethics bylaw
voted into being last July by a vote
of 10 to 5 directors on our ARRL
board. | wish to make clear | am not
resigning, | am being removed
without my consent by the
application of the new code of
conduct rules

passed in July of 2025.

This should come as no surprise to
members following the ongoing
struggle within our Board to impose
compliance with the majority’s sense
of what ethical responsibilities each
member of the board must exhibit.
By passage of the new bylaws, the
rules now limit or prohibit a
director’s ability to advise his
division of matter involving
important board decisions without
advance permission. Per these rules
it now appears that anything of any
importance is to be for the boards’

eyes only. Our league is not in
competition with other businesses -
we have traditionally been supportive
of all other amateur radio endeavors.
That history has evolved now.

Over the last several years, League
followers have seen the struggle of
what members have labeled as the
transparency party verses the
confidentiality party as a shorthand
for the governance divide which has
plagued the ARRL.

The majority of our Directors,
sometimes referred to as the Shadow
Board by commentators and League
followers, has decided that the
governance of our League is not
something the members need to
concern themselves with. Our League
was founded as a representative
democracy - which until recently was
clearly stated on the League’s
website - wherein the members of a
given division elect those directors to
represent their interest primarily in
our membership based non-profit
institution.

Our League members’ values should
be paramount. Elected directors’
primary duty is to the members.
Directors obligation to the members
never has been and cannot be
inconsistent to their statutory duty to
members. Unfortunately, now the
majority of the board’s directors have
chosen to prioritize a director’s
obligation to a corporate entity in
degradation of a director's obligations

to the League’s members.

Before the vote to enact a sweeping,
ambiguous ethics code incorporating
over 100 pages of requirements by
reference, | was provided with only 12
minutes to question our corporate
lawyer on what | was told was her
approval of and assistance in drafting
the changes. That turned out be
misinformation according to answers
she provided me. The lawyer admitted
she was not asked to opine on the
legality of the new bylaws, but only
whether it was legal to pass the
bylaws. While it

was permissible to pass the new
bylaws, they are still contrary to the
state statutes defining a director
cannot be removed except by the
members of his division.

| was also pleasantly surprised when
the corporate lawyer admitted that a
director’s duty was, at least, 50%
owed to the best interest of the
members, not 100% to the corporation
as argued by the appointed ethics
rules committee of directors
orchestrating the officious
intermeddling resulting in the new
Bylaw 18 and Bylaw(s) 42/46.

The sweeping changes created by the
passage of the new bylaws permits
these bylaws to be weaponize to
remove directors who are in the
minority on any issue. You will notice
that most directors voting, when role
call voting is allowed, is typically a 10
to 5 majority vote in favor of restricting

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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ARRL News: Atlantic Divsion Director Email

Continued form Page 5.

information from members as
confidential unless released in writing
by the President or CEO.
Confidentiality is sometimes
necessary, but usually most thing

which ARRL does is not. Absent special

circumstances, basic information and
policy decision details and plans

for the future should be available to
our members. Of, by and for the radio
amateur was founder Maxim’s motto.

Based upon the promises and
obligations | have made to you, |
regret | cannot in good conscience
sign the new director’s oath of
confidentiality that is now demanded
by the new bylaws. My interpretation
of the new rules and required
confidentiality agreement and that of
other lawyers | have consulted,
contradicts with my obligations under
Connecticut law to you. | recommend
members read the

entirety of the different, contradictory
promises a director must agree to and

decide for yourself whether they are in

the best interest of members.

For a comprehensive and scholarly
legal analysis of these issues, search

for the white paper reviews drafted by
a past director and a past chairman of

the Ethics and Election Committee,
attorney Fred Hopengarten, K1VR.
They had been circulated widely. They
point out the absurdity of the new

rules. Other nationally recognized non-

profit lawyers who are League
members agree as well.

Our past 1st Vice President, also an

attorney, Mike Raisbeck, K1TWF,
drafted an eloquent critic of the
downward turn in League politics as
his final report to the board January
2024. Mike’s report is worth reading
and foretells of the issues we face
now. It is not available at our League
website but also made it out into the
wild.

| regret that | cannot execute a
statement which | know to be ill-
advised, violative of my obligations to
you and contrary to my duties under
the applicable law governing a
membership based corporation.

| urge you to support our Vice Director

Marty Newingham AG3I who likely will

assume the position of Director now.
He has my confidence and | know he
has your best interest in mind. It has
been a true honor to represent you
all as your Atlantic division director. |
continue my support of Amateur
Radio- always.

73, and | will see you on the radio.
Bob Famiglio, K3RF

ARRL Atlantic Division

Director: Robert B Famiglio, K3RF
k3rf@arrl.org

CCARC Repeaters

W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz
Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC's primary repeater and is
sponsored by the Clearfield County
Emergency Management Agency.
W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Repeater DMR ID: 314287. This repeater
provide wide-area DMR coverage for
Clearfield County and the surrounding
regions.

WRDV946 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz
Rockton Mountain

GMRS service repeater is co-located at the top of
Rockton Mountain with the W3CPA 147.255
repeater.

W3CPA 145.370+ D-STAR, P25, DMR, FM
Wallaceton

Off-air/Under Construction.
Announcements will be made when it

becomes active.

CCARC WinLink

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-10
Clearfield

Grid Square: FNO1SB

Frequency: 440.950 MHz. Modes
supported: Packet, Packet 1200, VARAFM
and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-11

West Decatur

Grid Square: FNOOUW

Frequency: 440.975 Mhz. Modes
supported: Packet, Packet 1200, VARAFM
and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-12
Houtzdale

Grid Square: FNOOTT

Off air/Under Construction.

Frequency: 441.000 Mhz. Modes
supported: Packet, Packet 1200, VARAFM
and VARAFM WIDE

WinLink Gateway W3CPA-13

DuBois

Grid Square: FNO1PD

Off air/Under Construction Grid Square:
FNOOUW

Frequency: 441.025 Mhz. Modes
supported: Packet, Packet 1200, VARAFM
and VARAFM WIDE

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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The Central PA Hamfest - 2026

It's time to get rolling on
plans for the 2026 edition of the
Central PA Hamfest!
once again hold our hamfest on the
second weekend in September on
Sunday. That will place our event on
Sunday September 13th 2026.

Please stop reading right now and
put this date in your phone or mark it
on you kitchen calendar.

Plans are to

2025 was our inaugural year.
We learned a lot. Things we could do
better and things we won’t be doing
again. With the 2026 hamfest we are
now in a position to make use of that
knowledge to grow our event.

In 2025 we made use of the
Agricultural Building and adjacent
parking lot at the Clearfield County
Fairgrounds. This facility was ideal in
may ways, but also had some
drawbacks. After discussions with
the fair staff, we’'ve been informed
that a different building on the
fairgrounds, the Community Building,
is available at a considerably reduced
rental cost. The Community Building
is older and a bit smaller, but
appears to contain all the facilities
we need and offers an isolated
parking area.

The main room inside the
building was described to me as
about the size of %2 a basketball
court. Last year we had a number of
empty tables set up in an effort to fill
the space. If we eliminate the empty
tables, everything we did in 2025
should fit within this space. There is
also an inside kitchen facility much
like the Ag Building has. And
restrooms as well. Outside there is a
dedicated parking lot that would be

Pictufed is thev front enter.an.cve. of thev
Community Building at the Clearfield
County Fair. This building and adjacent
parking area will be the site of he 2026
Central PA Hamfest.

easier to control access to for
tailgating. It's believed the isolated
parking area would be more secure
and allow us to have a more
established access route to the event
for attendees. The map below shows
the location of the Community
Building and parking area circled in
red. In 2025 we had one vendor who
requested to camp at the hamfest
site the night before. The Fair Staff
has informed us

saved the day with their planning
and operations of the concession
window. They have informed us that
they don’t wish to run the food
operations in 2026 so we are
exploring options. The fair staff says
we are allowed to bring in a food
truck for the event at no additional
cost. If the food truck connects to
shore power they will be billed for
electrical usage. The kitchen service
window inside could be used by a
local church group that regularly
holds dinners and events to operate
the food service for us. They would
have a built in way to use any
leftover supplies at other events. We
lacked this ability last year.

In short, 2026 will be a year
to take advantage of the lessons
learned in 2025. It's going to be a
great hamfest and everyone involved
should be proud of the event we
created.

that this year they
would like camping
to be restricted to a
designated camping
area. The camping
area has electrical
and water
connections and the
fairgrounds will be
charging a fee for
use of the camping
facilities.

Food service
in 2025 was a big
question mark.

Mike WB3EQW and
his wife Caroline

The above airel view of the Clearfiled County Fairgrounds shows

Clearfield County
. Fair & Pa
LB Y. 3

the location of the Community Building circled in red. This
building, and the adjacent parking area, will be the site of the
2026 Central PA Hamfest.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net




CCARC Newsletter - January - February 2026 - Page 8

(Warren County HAMFEST 2026

Talk-in 145.110 AR BSA, Venture Crew 73

pl. 186.2 |

7

| g Saturday, March 14
AN 7:00am - noon

BSA Venture Crew 73 will be hosting an

ARRL sanctioned Hamfest in Youngsville, PA.
Admission: $5 donation under 12 FREE

Tables to sell or display items:
8’ Tables are avalable for no charge. Donations accepted.

Setup 6:00am - 7:00am

2026 Event Sponsors

. . , M Masters Communications

Events include hourly door prizes, VE session, DX Engineering, ARRL
ARRL QSL Award Checking (Download and fill out Award application, bring your cards). Powerwerx. R&L Elec;ronics
Food concession will be available Starting 7am. Radioddity, Ham Radio Deluxe

Free license exams will be conducted at 8 am by the Laurel
AHRA VE team.

Things you will need to know and bring to your exam,
. Alegal photo ID (driver's license, passport). When no photo ID is available, two
forms of identification must be presented
Nen-phete ID/driver's license (some states still have them).
Birth certificate (must have the appropriate seal).
Social security card.
LEY) : Youngsville Free Methodist Church
Utility bill, bank statement or other business correspondence that specifically names .
the person; or a postmarked envelope addressed to the person at his or her current 1 79 DaV|S St
mailing address as it appears on the Form 605 .
2. Students may bring any of the above items and/or a schoal ID, minor's work permit, YoungSV| “e, PA 16371
report card, or a legal guardian may present a photo ID T
3. Provide your FRN (FCC Registration Number) Those who already have a license
issued by the FCC have an FRN (it's on your license).
You can obtain an FRN by registering with the FCC and requesting an FRN at its website:
https./fapps.fcc.govicores\Web/publicHome.do
The instructions are easy to follow.
Just click on the “Register” button and follow the instructions.

-

Poo oD

For more information or table reservations Contact:

Russ Bush - N3YD Lisa Bush - WC3PO
814-564-9202 814-706-6067 :

n3yd.07@gmail.com kb3bsa@usa.com _ Route 57

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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The Process of Becoming a
501(c)3 Corportaion

The topic of transforming
the Clearfield County Amateur
Radio Club into an officially
recognized non-profit organization
has once again surfaced.
Becoming recognized by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as
well as the IRS as a non-profit
affords us some benefits that we
don’t otherwise already have. In
addition, incorporating provides
some liability insulation for
members at events and club
functions.

During a special meeting in
December 2026 it was decided to
move forward with this initiative.
The process is divide into three
steps. They are:

e Step 1: Obtain an EIN number.
We already have this
accomplished.

e Step 2: File for PA Articles of
Corporation. It was recommended
to us by an accounting form that
we do this step on our own using a
service like Legal Zoom. We’'re
looking to set up a “domestic non-
profit corporation”. There is a state
filing fee and Legal Zoom also
charges a fee. Together this should
total about $200. It will take three
to 4 weeks for this to be processed
once filed. They cautioned that
Legal Zoom will have a list of
additional services that we can
choose to opt into when doing this.
We were advised to opt out of all
additional services.

e Step 3: Once we have the
Articles of Incorporation back from
Pennsylvania, we can petition the

IRS for the 501c3 status. There is a
$275 filing fee for this. This is done on
IRS form 1023 and how this is done is
critical. The use of an accounting firm
for this process is essential to
guarantee it's set up correctly. The
federal IRS filing fee is $275. It will
take another 4 to 6 weeks for the IRS
to approve the 501c3 status.

With those three steps
accomplished CCARC will become the
Clearfield County Amateur Radio Club,
Inc, an officially recognized 501(c)3
non-profit organization.

Public Service

Ironman 70.3

Sunday June 14th 2026, Centre County

Event Info:
https://www.ironman.com/races/im703-
pennsylvania

Volunteer Info:

Volunteers are needed to provide safety, health
and welfare communications support. Contact

Carmine Prestia K3CWP at carmine@gmail.com.

"(//;;;\T)
(@)
LWXL52 Clearfield Ay o

162.550 MHz Weather Radio

NORRS N Vst Servs

IClearfield County SAME Code- 042033

EmComm WinLink
Training

| found this site that lets you do
Emcomm training training with
winklink.
https://emcomme-training.org/
index.html

Courtesy Rich N3RBJ

Hamfests of Note

02/22/2026 - WASHFEST

Location: South Park Township , PA

Sponsor: Wireless Association of South Hills
Website: http://n3sh.org

03/14/2026 - Warren County Hamfest
Location: Youngsville, PA

Sponsor: Scouting America Venturing Crew 73
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/kb3bsa/
warren-county-hamfest

04/19/2026 - Two Rivers Amateur Radio Club
54th Annual Amateur Radio / Computer Show
Location: Elizabeth, PA

Sponsor: Two Rivers Amateur Radio Club of
McKeesport

Website: http://trarc.org

04/25/2026 - York Hamfest

Location: Glen Rock, PA

Sponsor: Penn-Mar Radio Club and Hilltop
Transmitting Association

Website: https://www.yorkhamfest.org/
05/03/2026 - Warminster ARC - Annual
Hamfest, ARRL Eastern Pennsylvania Section
Convention

Location: Bristol, PA

Sponsor: Warminster ARC

Website: http://wp.k3dn.org/hamfest/
08/08/2026 - W3PIE 76th Annual Gabfest
Location: Uniontown, PA

Sponsor: Uniontown Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://w3pie.org

08/30/2026 - Skyview Radio Society Swap N
Shop

Location: New Kensington , PA

Sponsor: Skyview Radio Society

Website: http://www.skyviewradio.net
09/13/2026 - Central PA Hamfest

Location: Clearfield PA

Sponsor: Clearfield County Amateur Radio Club

Website: https://clearfieldcountyarc.net/

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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CCARC January Meeting Minutes

The meeting was held at the Clearfield
County Emergency Management Agency
building in the training/amateur radio
room.

The following members were in
attendance: John N3SPW, Harvey N3RTK,
Tim N3PUL, Ed KC3ZAL, Rich N3RBJ, Mike
WB3EQW, Lars KB3WBT

The following guests were in attendance:
None

The following individuals had previously
informed the CCARC Secretary they would
not be able to attend: none

Call to Order:

* The meeting was called to order by
President Tim N3PUL at 7:13PM.
Discussion Items:

Finances:

 Treasurer Ed KC3ZAL reports the
treasury balance is $1,386.25.

* Donations were received at the
meeting but were not tabulated.

VE Testing:

* The testing dates for 2026 have been

set and are:

o March 20, 2026

° May 15, 2026

o July 17, 2026

° October 16, 2026

° In addition to the above dates, there
will also be a testing session at the Central
PA Hamfest, date and time TBA.

¢ Rich is continuing to work with the
Laurel staff to arrange a traininng session
for our VE Exam team..

Repeaters:
W3CPA 147.255 FM
o Repeater is reported to be working
as intended with no known issues.
o Remote Receiver Project.
m CCARC has acquired some
equipment from the Philipsburg ARA for

this project. Included was a LDG RVS-8
signal to noise voter and two UHF Motorola
Radius GM300 transceivers. Ed KC3CLZ
purchased as a donation two VHF Motorola
Radius GM300 transceivers for this project
as well. At this point we should have
everything necessary to assemble the
needed parts at the main site.

m For the Clearfield Receiver Site
we are still in need of a 2m band omni-
directional receive antenna, a small UHF
70 CM band beam antenna, coaxial cable
and connectors as well as a power supply.

m It's been reported by members in
the western portion of Clearfield County
that another weak coverage area is in the
southwestern portion of Clearfield County.
This area extends from the Luthersburg
area south toward Punxusantawny. A
second remote receiver covering that
geographical region would greatly improve
coverage. Discussion ensued on the
second site.

WRDV964 462.650+ GMRS

* Repeater is reported to be working as
intended with no known issues.

W3CPA 444.625 DMR (under construction)

* Repeater is reported to be working as
intended with no known issues.

W3CPA 145.370+ D-STAR, P25, DMR, FM
(under construction)

 Off-air/Under Construction.
Announcements will be made when it
becomes active.

* Delay is due to access to the W3CPA
DMR RadiolD.net account as well as the
winter weather conditions at the tower
site.

WinLink
* Gateway W3CPA-10, Clearfield
o Gateway is reported to be working

as intended with no known issues.

* Gateway W3CPA-11, West Decatur
o gateway is reported to be working
as intended with no known issues.

* Gateway W3CPA-12, Houtzdale

o Off air/Under Construction.

* Gateway W3CPA-13, DuBois

o Off air/Under Construction.
Radio Room

* Weather damaged UHF/VHF antenna
on the EOC Building tower. Scott has not
responded to requests to have the antenna
replaced. John N3SPW will attempt to
contact him again.

* Antenna Connection bus bar project.
Several months ago Lars KB3WBT provided
the materials needed to start construction
of an antenna bus bar to connect and
disconnect antennas at. After some
discussion it was decided this would be a
projet at the next radio night.

Club Net

* Rich N3RB]J reports that with the loss
of Tim K5TEL we need someone to
volunteer taking turns at net control
duties. Volunteers please contact Rich
N3RB].

* The net participation last week
dropped off to 7 stations at the new 8PM
time. Early check-ins are starting as soon
as net control comes on frequency prior to
the official opening of the net.

* Rich has created a Google Docs
spreadsheet to track check ins. Thisis a
shared document between all net control
stations.

Hamfest

* John N3SPW reports that he reached
out to the Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur
Radio Club who held their hamfest last
year on the same date. The idea was to

coordinate dates so we don't end up with

Continued on Page 7

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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CARC Membership Roster

Meeting Munites

Continued from Page 6.
both events on the same date again. They

have not called back or returned emails.

* |t was agreed that without any signs of
cooperation we should proceed with
planning our hamfest ASAP.

* The date of Sunday September 13 2026
would place our hamfest on the same
weekend as we used last year. It was
agreed to hold the hamfest on this date.

* John N3SPW to make plans with the
Clearfield County Fair and arrange for ARRL
participation.

By Laws changes

» At the December special meeting By-
Laws changes were accepted for
consideration. Per the existing By-Laws and
Constitution, these changes are to be voted
on at the next regular meeting.

* To pass we need a 2/3 approval from all
voting members. Tonight's meeting is
attended by 7 voting members. Topic
tabled to next meeting.

* In preparation for the February meeting
John N3SPW will prepare paper ballots on
the by-laws modifications vote and circulate
them to all voting members. This will allow
members to vote by ballot without
attending the meeting.

* The incorporation and subsequent non-
profit 501(c)3 application is stalled until the
By-Laws issue is resolved.

Director Position - Expiring 12/31/2027.

* Tim Leet K5TEL had been a CCARC
Director with his term expiring on
12/31/2027.

* In November Tim moved form Clearfield
to the state of Arkansas. With his residency
outside of Clearfield County, according to
the By-Laws he is no longer qualified to hold
this position.

* At the February CCARC Meeting there
will be a special election to fill the vacancy.

New Business

Amateur GMRS Name
K3CwP WREI697 Carmine
K3DML Dana
K3HOC WQPZ506 Allen
K3SKS Steve
K5TEL WRFM300 Tim
KB3WBT Lars
KC3KHV WSDN531 Dave
KC3MRI Bill
KC3TNV WRKM346 Terry
KC3ZAL WRZC847 Ed
KC3ZEI Doug
KC3ZUF WSDX374 Josiah
KD3AIG Dave
KD3YB WSGF647 Brian
KE3M Ken
KM4NSC Chuck
KO4WTB WSDX953 Randy
N31YZ Rick
N30G WRUH654 Justin
N3PUL WRQI85 Tim
N3RB] WQWL596 Rich
N3RTK WSAB693 Harvey
N3SPW WRQF512 John
N3ZFX Janet
W3EOD WRDV946 Scott
W3GAF Greg
W3PRL WRQJ293 Paul
N3MUX Jack
W3XOX Kevin
WB3EQW Mike
WSFU533 Jerry

* Winter Field Day. It was noted that
the ARRL Winter Field Day is scheduled
for this weekend starting at 2PM Saturday
and concluding at 2 PM on Sunday.

e Jerry WSFU533 Email. John N3SPW
reported having received an email from
CCARC member Jerry WSU533 regarding
a new effort to support emergency
response in disaster areas. This is not
limited to communications, but other

areas as needed by local agencies. John

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

City County
State College Centre
Clearfield Clearfield
Woodland Clearfield
DuBois Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
La Jose Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Olanta Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Curwensville Clearfield
Lanse Clearfield
Bellefonte Centre
DuBois Clearfield
Macungie Lehigh
Clearfield Clearfield
DuBois Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Forest VA
Clearfield Clearfield
Grassflat Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
West Decatur Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield
Brisbin Clearfield
Brockway Jefferson

New Kensington Westmoreland

Clearfield Clearfield
Altoona Blair

Clearfield Clearfield
Clearfield Clearfield

will be reaching back out to Jerry to inquire
further.

With no further business Tim closed the
meeting at 8:55PM.




