MAY 2026

ARRL's Year of The Club

by Ken K2WB

The ARRL has officially
declared 2026 the Year of the Club,
and we're answering that call with a
brand-new on-the-air event
built specifically to energize your
members and put your club front and
center. Introducing the Club QSO
Party — the operating event designed
FOR clubs, BY clubs. Other than Field
Day, there are very few
true club-focused operating
activities. That changes now!

Your club’s station will operate
using your call sign plus your club’s
age — for example: K2AA/110 —
instantly showcasing your club’s
history and identity every time you hit
the air.

Why your club will love this event:

* Every mode counts — Phone, CW,
Digital

* Every platform counts —
Repeaters, DMR, EcholLink, and more

* Every band counts — All amateur
bands except WARC

* Every member counts — The more
members who contact

your club station, the bigger
your club multiplier
This is truly an all-inclusive

event. If it gets RF (or even VolIP) out into
the world, it counts. Event Dates - June
20th 00:00 UTC through June 21st 23:59
UTC.. How to participate

e Individual operators: Get on the air
and work as many clubs and operators
as possible.

¢ Clubs: Put your club station on the
air or allow members to operate using
the club call with trustee permission. (Or
both there are no geographical
restraints)
Your mission: Rally your members.
Activate your club station. Show the
amateur radio community who you are.
Full rules and
details: www.clubgsoparty.org
Questions? Email info@clubgsoparty.org
Sponsored by the South Jersey Radio
Association, Phil-Mont Mobile Radio Club,
Gloucester County Radio Club, South
Jersey Radio Foundation, Kent Amateur
Radio Society and the South Jersey
Mountain Toppers ARC.

New Antennas for
Clearfield EMA Station

Allen K3HOC reports that the
three new Diamond X50 UHF/VHF
antennas were installed on the Clearfield
County EMA Building tower during the
week of May 18th. These antenna are
exclusively for amateur radio use and
replace the three aging UHF/VHF
antennas that have been on the tower for
decades. In addition, the coax runs down
the tower have also been replaced as part
of the project and in the radio room he
has labeled each coax so we know for
certain which antenna we’re connecting
to.

As you will recall, one of the three
older UHF/VHF antennas on the tower had
failed. It was literally broken in two and
swaying in the wind. It was thought that
these UHF/VHF antennas were original to
the amateur radio installation. Our
assumption was that if one failed, the
other two are probably not that far behind
it. The county officials agreed and all
three were replaced. Please keep in mind
that this project was funded by the

Continued on Page 2.
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CCARC Spring Banquet

EMA Antennas

Continued form Page 1.

Clearfield County Department of
Emergency Management. It's our
commitment to providing supporting
emergency communications services
that convinces the county that
projects like this are worth funding.
They see value in what we do.

Instrumental in getting this
project completed was Allen K3HOC
who worked with Dave and Scott at
the Department of Emergency
Services to secure funding from
Clearfield County and ensure the
amateur radio station at the EMA
building is in a state of preparedness
should it be needed.

CCARC Repeaters

W3CPA 147.255+, PL 173.8 Hz
Rockton Mountain

This is CCARC'’s primary repeater and is
sponsored by the Clearfield County
Emergency Management Agency.
W3CPA 444.625+ DMR

Rockton Mountain

Repeater DMR ID: 314287. This repeater
provide wide-area DMR coverage for
Clearfield County and the surrounding
regions.

WRDV964 462.650+, PL 141.3 Hz
Rockton Mountain

GMRS service repeater is co-located at the top of
Rockton Mountain with the W3CPA 147.255
repeater.

W3CPA 145.370+ D-STAR, P25, DMR, FM
Wallaceton

Off-air/Under Construction.
Announcements will be made when it

becomes active.

Friday May 21 2026

On Friday May 8th the
Clearfield County Amateur Radio Club
gathered at Buck’s Pizza in downtown
Clearfield for our annual Spring
Banquet. We had a total of 24 souls in
attendance this year and everyone
was in agreement about what an

exceptional event this turned out to

CCARC President, Tim N3PUL,
gave a welcoming speech that
outlined the progress of our radio
club. We have grown. And it’s a great
group of people to be involved with.
Below are a few pictures from the
event. These were provided by Scott
W3EOD.

- KC3ZUF Josiah

"Yep it was a good time and always nice to see everyone. although theres never
enough time to meet or talk to everyone haha! Like Lars was saying last night
that they used to get a bunch of people together on field day and hang out for 3
days. | think that would be pretty neat or just an all day bbq dinner with
whatever we can bring. i'm pretty sure Harvey hosted something like that last
year but i was unable to make it. Just throwing a idea out there for the future!"

"... | think it went very well. The
food was excellent and the
service was good. Everyone
seemed to have smiles on their
faces and there was engaging
conversations. Makes you
wonder why our repeaters are so
quiet! Thank you everyone for
attending our event."

Tim N3PUL

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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CCARC Field Day 2026

ARRL Field Day 2026 will take
place June 27-28, 2026. The 27-hour
event runs from 1800 UTC Saturday
to 2059 UTC Sunday. This year's
theme is "Amateur Radio: A National
Resource", highlighting public service
and emergency preparedness.

Here at the Clearfield County
Amateur Radio Club we have in
recent years participated in Field Day
from a remote location near Penfield.
This is a camp owned by Harvey
N3RTK. Harvey has once again
offered his camp for
our Field Day event,
however at the April
CCARC meeting there
was a discussion :
about the advantages
and disadvantages of "==—
this location.

One suggestion was to move
our Field Day event to the Lawrence
Township Recreational Park on Fire

Tower Road to the South of Clearfield.

This location would provide a more
central location that visitors might
perceive to be “not that far”. Our
Penfield site suffered from a
perception of being really far away
and this could solve that issue. Tim
N3PUL was asked at the April CCARC
meeting to check into the possibility
of using the Lawrence Township site
for Field Day operations. He has

RECREATION
PARK

since received approvals from the
Township Supervisors and has also
been told that electrical power will be
available for our operations. Tim
N3PUL alos suggested that he may
bring his telescope equipment for
some nightime sky viewing. And he
was assured that overnight camping
would not be an issue.

At the April meeting the topic
was tabled citing lack of information
about alternate locations. With Tim’s
research and discussions with the
Lawrence

LAWRENCE
TOWNSHIP

Township
Supervisors, we
appear to have
1 the needed

& information. At
our Mat 2026
meeting the topic will be taken up
again and plans firmed up.

Weather you're an
experienced operator, or relatively
new to HF operations, Field Day is an
exceptional opportunity to either
teach skills to others or get some first
hand experience on the HF bands.
There will be hundreds of other
stations on the air during this contest
and it can be very fast paced at
times. It's an experience for sure. If
you haven't participated in Field Day
in the past, you should really consider
it.

Nets of Interest

Western PA Phone Traffic Net
Daily at 5PM on 3.983 MHz
Treasure Lake Sportmans
Mondays 8PM on 442.525+ PL 173.8
Hz

Mondays 8:05PM on 445.525 Mhz
Simplex

Mondays 8:10PM on 146.457 MHz
Simplex

Mondays 8:15PM on 147.225+ PL
173.8 Hz

WPA D-STAR Net

Mondays at 9PM on D-STAR reflector
REF 63C.

Clearfield County ARC Net
Tuesdays 8 PM on 147.255+ PL 173.8
Hz

WPA Section DMR Net
Wednesdays 7:30PM on DMR talk
group 31422 WPA

WPA ARES Voice Net

Saturdays 9AM on 3.983 MHz LSB.
PARA Weekly Net

Saturdays 9PM on 146.430+1 MHz, PL
173.8 Hz

PA NBEMS Net

Sundays at 7:30AM on 3583MHz USB /
1500 Hz Waterfall, using THOR 22.
PEMA ACS Statewide Net

Sundays at 8AM on 3.9935 MHz
PEMA ACS Western PA Area Net
Sundays at 9AM on 39905 MHz.
Quad County FM Net

Sundays 7PM on 147.315+ PL 173.8Hz

Local EmMComm Groups and Where to Find Them

Clearfield County EmComm Simplex Frequency: 146.55 MHz
Clearfield County ACS/RACES Centre Co ARES/ACS/RACES

W3CPA - Clearfield W3GA - Rattlesnake Mtn
147.255+, PL173.8 Hz 146.760-, PL 146.2 Hz
PARA EmComm Team Blair Co ARES/ACS/RACES
W3PHB - Philipsburg KB3FPN - Reynoldsville W3QW - Altoona
146.430+1MHz, PL 173.8Hz 146.865-, PL 173.8 Hz 146.820-,PL123.0Hz

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net

Treasure Lake EmComm Team
K3JRW - Treasure Lake
442.525+, PL 173.8 Hz
Jefferson Co ARES/ACS/RACES
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Public Service Volunteer Opportunities

Ironman 70.3

Sunday June 14, 2026,

Centre County Event Info: https://
www.ironman.com/races/im703-
pennsylvania/.

Contact Carmine Prestia K3CWP at
carmine@gmail.com to volunteer.
Glimcher Keystone Country Ride
Saturday, August 8, 2026.

For information go to https://
sites.psu.edu/drm6/bikemskcrham/.
Contact Carmine Prestia K3CWP at
carmine@gmail.com to volunteer.
Pennsylvania Trail Riders
Association / Seven Mountains
Dual Sport

September 5 & 6, 2026

For event information, go to https://
patrailriders.org/7-mountains-dual-

sport/. Contact Carmine Prestia K3CWP

at carmine@gmail.com to volunteer.
The Raven Half Marathon
Sunday, October 4, 2026

Poe Valley State Park, Centre County.
For event information, go to https://
runtheraven.com/. Contact Carmine

Prestia K3CWP at carmine@gmail.com

to volunteer.

Unpaved of the Susquehanna
Valley

Sunday, October 11, 2026
Lewisburg, Union County. For event
information, go to https://
unpavedpennsylvania.com/unpaved-
of-the-susquehanna-river-valley-2/.
Contact Carmine Prestia K3CWP at
carmine@gmail.com to volunteer.
Tussey Mountainback

October 24, 2026

Boalsburg, Centre County For event
information, go to https://
www.tusseymountainback50.com/.
Contact Carmine Prestia K3CWP at
carmine@gmail.com to volunteer.

N
\/ )
All Hazard:

Weather Radio
'NGAAs Rational Weather Servics

WXL5S2 Clearfield

162.550 MHz

Clearfield County SAME Code- 042033

* ARES® Manual [PDF]

ARESmanual2015.pdf

e ARES® Plan [PDF]
http://www.arrl.org/ares-plan

ARES® Resources

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/

e ARES® Field Resources Manual [PDF]
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf

e ARES® Task Book [Fillable PDF]
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-
FILLABLE-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V2_1 1.pdf

e Emergency Communications Training
https://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training

2026 VE Testing

The 2026 schedule for VE Testing
here in Clearfield County has been set. All
examinations, unless otherwise noted, will
be administered at the Clearfield County
EOC Building, 911 Leonard Street,
Clearfield, in the Training Room at 7 PM.
Reservations are appreciated but not
required. Your reservations allows the VE
Team to ensure they have the appropriate
test materials on hand for the class of
license you wish to sit for. To make a
reservation please contact Rich Brnik
N3RB]J at rich.brnik@gmail.com or 814-
571-5866.

The remaining 2026 Testing
Schedule is as follows:

* July 17, 2026
* October 16, 2026

In addition to the above dates,
there will also be a testing session at the
Central PA Hamfest:

* September 13, 2026

CALENDAR ITEMS

*CCARC Weekly Net.

Tuesdays at 8 PM on the 147.255+
repeater. PL Tone 173.8 Hz. All licensed
amateur radio operators are welcome to
check-in.

*CCARC Radio Nights.

2nd Thursday of each month, 7 PM at
Clearfield County EMA Building, 911
Leonard St., Clearfield.

*CCARC Business Meeting.

4th Thursday of each month, 7 PM at
Clearfield County EMA Building, 911
Leonard St., Clearfield.

Central PA Hamfest

Sunday September 13th 2026, Clearfield
County Fairgrounds, Community Hall

Building.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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Meeting Minutes

Thursday April 23 2026, 7 PM

The meeting was held at the
Clearfield County Emergency
Management Agency building in the
training/amateur radio room.

The following members were in
attendance: John N3SPW, Harvey
N3RTK, Rich N3RBJ, Ed KC3CLZ, Tim
N3PUL and guest Brendon of
Clearfield.

The following individuals had
previously informed the CCARC
Secretary they would not be able to
attend: Mike WB3EQW

Call to Order:

¢ The meeting was called to order
by President Tim N3PUL at 7:09PM.
Discussion Items:

Finances:

e Treasurer Ed KC3ZAL reports the
treasury balance is $1,530.25.
VE Testing:

e Our March testing session was
the first one entirely administered by
CCARC.

¢ Rich N3RBJ now has all materials
printed and organized.

* Mike WB3EQW was also to be
part of our VE Exam team. Rich is
missing Mike’s paperwork.

e The remaining test dates for
2026 are: May 15, 2026, July 17,
2026, October 16, 2026

° In addition to the above dates,
there will also be a testing session at
the Central PA Hamfest, Sunday
September 13 2026
Repeaters:

W3CPA 147.255 FM Rockton

o Repeater is reported to be
working as intended with no known
issues.

o Remote Receiver Project.

m The receive antenna, a
Diamond X50N, has been installed on
the Market Street tower. Feed line is
%" hardline. Thank you to Centre
Communications for their assistance
with this project.

m Rich N3RB]J is working on
programming the tx and rx hardware
in preperation for installation at the
tower sites.

WRDV964 462.650+ GMRS Rockton

e Repeater is reported to be
working as intended with no known
issues.

e Steve K3SKS has started a GMRS
Net on this repeater Mondays at
7:45PM.

W3CPA 444.625 DMR Rockton

* Repeater is reported to be
working as intended with no known
issues.

W3CPA 145.370+4+ D-STAR, P25, DMR,
FM Wallaceton (under construction)

e Off-air/lUnder Construction.
Announcements will be made when it
becomes active.

e Ed KC3CLZ and Ed K3EDD have
not yet discussed the D-STAR
settings for the repeater.

WinLink
e Gateway W3CPA-10, Clearfield
o Gateway is reported to be
working as intended with no known
issues.

* Gateway W3CPA-11, West
Decatur

o gateway is reported to be
working as intended with no known
issues.

¢ Gateway W3CPA-12, Houtzdale

o Off air/lUnder Construction.

¢ Gateway W3CPA-13, DuBois
o Off air/lUnder Construction.
Club Net

e Discussion about the new 8PM
time slot. It was the general
consensus that participation is a bit
better since we moved the start time
back one hour.

Hamfest

e Publicity. John N3SPW reports
that an email campaign of promotion
to clubs has been started and will
continue.

* Food sales will be handled by Tia
this year. No exposure to the club.

* The new facility was toured and
plans are in place to make the best of
this aging building. The VE Exam/
SKYWARN meeting room will be in a
military style tent on the front lawn.
Spring Banquet

e It was suggested that we rovide
name tags for all that attend.
Agreed.

¢ It was suggested that the
banquet open with some remarks
from our president. Tim N3PUL
agreed.

e Friday May 8, 2026, at 6 PM. The
location is Buck's Pizza, 3055 Park
Place, Clearfield, PA 16830.
Newsletter
John N3SPW committed to publishing
a newsletter by the weekend.
Equipment Suppliers

e Harvey N3RTK reports that
Cushcraft and HyGain have been
purchased from what remains of MF).
Details in the ARRL Newsletter.

Field Day
e June 26 and 27 2026

Continued on Page 9.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net
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CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA
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Hamfests of Note CARC Membership Roster

Amateur GMRS Name City County
06/13/2026 - Bloomsburg Hamfest K3CwP WREI697 Carmine State College Centre
Location: Lime Ridge, PA K3DML Dana Clearfield Clearfield
Sponsor: Columbia-Montour ARC K3HOC WQPZ506 Allen Woodland Clearfield
Website: https://www.gsl.net/cm-arc/hamfest.ntm  K3SKS Steve DuBois Clearfield
06/14/2026 - BreezeShooters Hamfest, K5TEL WRFM300 Tim Clearfield Clearfield
Computer and Electronics Show, ARRL KB3WBT Lars Clearfield Clearfield
Western Pennsylvania Section Convention KC3KHV WSDN531 Dave La Jose Clearfield
Location: Butler, PA KC3MRI Bill Clearfield Clearfield
Sponsor: BreezeShooters ARC, Inc. KC3TNV WRKM346 Terry Olanta Clearfield
Website: http://www.breezeshooters.org/ KC3ZAL WRZC847 Ed Clearfield Clearfield
08/08/2026 - W3PIE 76th Annual Gabfest KC3ZEl Doug Curwensville Clearfield
Location: Uniontown, PA KC3ZUF WSDX374 Josiah Lanse Clearfield
Sponsor: Uniontown Amateur Radio Club KD3AIG Dave Bellefonte Centre
Website: http://w3pie.org KD3YB WSGF647 Brian DuBois Clearfield
08/30/2026 - Skyview Radio Society Swap N  KE3M Ken Macungie Lehigh
Shop KM4NSC Chuck Clearfield Clearfield
Location: New Kensington , PA KO4WTB WSDX953 Randy DuBois Clearfield
Sponsor: Skyview Radio Society N31YZ Rick Clearfield Clearfield
Website: http://www.skyviewradio.net N30G WRUH654 Justin Forest VA
09/13/2026 - Central PA Hamfest N3PUL WRQI85 Tim Clearfield Clearfield
Location: Clearfield PA N3RBJ WQWL596 Rich Grassflat Clearfield
Sponsor: Clearfield County Amateur Radio Club N3RTK WSAB693 Harvey Clearfield Clearfield
Website: https://clearfieldcountyarc.net/ N3SPW WRQF512 John West Decatur Clearfield
N3ZFX Janet Clearfield Clearfield
W3EOD WRDV946 Scott Brisbin Clearfield
Minutes: Aprll 23' 2026 W3GAF Greg Brockway Jefferson
Continued form Page 7. W3PRL WRQJ293 Paul New Kensington Westmoreland
N3MUX Jack Clearfield Clearfield
* Site location. There was a general y3yox Kevin Altoona Blair
discussion on the site location and WB3EQW Mike Clearfield Clearfield
how that ties into member WSFU533 Jerry Clearfield Clearfield

participation and visitors. Topic tabled
to the May 2026 meeting.
John NA2BA/SK Estate

e Tim reports that the ham shack
from John NA2BA will soon be
available for sale. Details to be
published in the CCARC newsletter.
With no further business Tim asked for

ARRL

R R The national association for

AMATEUR RADIO

a motion to adjourn. Adjourned at 8:18
PM.

www.clearfieldcountyarc.net



